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CUArTKll I. 


i>ut there’s ti tiend, ^^^n‘^^; banefuJ pow’r, 
i }j(‘ html i« uiadiic^^s ran iafltime; 

V'* h'>.>r hreatli cun blast i.dvc’s rosy bow’r — 
-Sii'^picidn js her htittMl name. f, 

Ctl A It I.OT 1 r. C. RiCIlAUDaON. 


New volume, new pen. new' paper, 
new matter, and some new characters— 
w ith all these before us, my dear, darling^ 
little muses, it will be hard indeed if we 
cannot proceed. Talking of these same 
muses, how much I should like to clap 
my visual eye upon them ! they are often 
living in ‘^-my mind’s eye, Horatio and 
I never was more fortunate in any large 
family, where the offspring were so nu- 
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mcrous (and 1 liavc been in many sucii 
too, in\" own, to wit, fon one), where nine 
sisters paid me so much respect and atten- 
tion, as these daughters of Mr. Apollo, 
whenever I pay -a visit to his farm oi 
•Parn,assus, .and enjoy the ii)s])irii)g breezes 
of^“ Helicon Hill.” ]>ut^as in,y Pegasus 
is waiting, by your good leave, I will oncf 
more mount, and throw the reins careless- 
ly on his neck, in my usual manner, let 
him convey me, ymcontrolled, over the 
Jboundless fields of fanev : bht as we have, 
of late, neregrihated so much in the gar- 
dens of the harem of cah])1i Ishnuton, vice- 
roy of Grand Cairo, thither let, us return, 
to cull whatever may remain worthy of 
attention, and needful to our sequel. 

^ After Zoa had retired from the revels 
held in the “Vestibule of the Waters,” 
the remaining part of the night was spent 
by her in much tribulation of mind. 
What Ehnuton had dropped, respecting 
the high station she might fill in life, de- 
pressed, rather than raised her spirits. 
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to the love of the caliph, and wanton in 
luxury, when her heart was such a bank- 
rupt to joy ? oh, no, no ! could she so soon 
forget the sacred .vows she had so lately 
made to another, who>n she dearly loved, 
and was by him as deaiJy bejoved? 
could slu:' so soon f()rget the } outh and 
manly image of her countryman and friend, 
for an aged stranger? never! Klmuton 
might try to outdazzlcthesini in splendour, 
still was she rescAved hfr eyes should remain 
unmoved treacherous glare: could he 

use the rhetoric of an angel, still would she 
shut her e;?^’s to all his })ersuasive powers — 
should 1)^ use all arguments that love or 
deceit could invent, still should her heart 
continue inflexible and incontrovcrtibly 
fixed on the ohjcct of her choice. — “ Degr, 
dear image of my lost love,” she cried, 
“ shall thy Zoa ere become so base to de- 
sert thy tender remembrance? remem- 
brance, alas ! is all I now can boast — hope 
I have none : no delusive hope can draw a 
vision to divert my mind — no, no, all is one 
dark abyss of dreadful certainty — no faint 
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merons (and I liavo been in many such 
too, my own, to wit, for one), where nine 
sisters paid me so mucli respect and atten- 
tion, as these daiigliters of Mr. Apollo, 
whenever I pay ,a visit to his farm ol 
rarn,assns, and enjoy the inspiring breezes 
of^“ Helicon Hill.” l>ut as in,y Pegasus 
is waiting, by your good leave, I will once 
more mount, and throw the reins careless- 
ly on his neck, in my usual manner, let 
him convey me, uncontrolled, over the 
Jboundless fields of fancy : bht as we have, 
of late, oeregrinated so much in the gar- 
dens of the harem of caliph Ehnuton, vice- 
roy of Grand Cairo, thither let us return, 
to cull Avhatever may remain worthy of 
attention, and needful to our sequel. 

After Zoa had retired from the revels 
held in the “ Vestibule of the Waters,” 
the remaining part of the night was spent 
by her in much tribulation of mind. 
What Elmuton had drojiped, respecting 
the high station she might fill in life, de- 
pressed, ’ rather than raised her spirits. 
Was it possible she could give herself up 
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to the love of the caliph, and wanton in 
luxury, when her heart was siicli a bank- 
rupt to joy ? oh, no, no ! could slie vso soon 
forget the sacred .vows slie had so lately 
made to another, who^n she dearly loved, 
and was by him as dearly beloved ? 
could she so soon forget the j oiith and 
manly image of her countryman and friend, 
for an aged stranger? never! Elmuton 
miglittn to outdazzletbe sun in splendour, 
still was she resolved her eyes should remain 
unmoved hy the treacherous olare: could he 
use the rhetoric of an angel, still would she 
shut her ears to all his persuasive powers — 
should he use all argunients that love or 
deceit could invent, still should her heart 
continue inflexible and incontrovertibly 
fixed on the object of her choice. — “ Dear, 
dear image of my lost love,” she cried, 
“ shall thy Zoa ere become so base to de- 
sert thy tender remembrance? remem- 
brance, alas ! is all 1 now can boast — hope 
I have none : no delusive hope can draw a 
vision to divert my mind — no, no, all is one 
dark abyss of dreadful certainty — no faint 
B 2 
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prospect to lead niy poor thouglits for a 
moment astray, and make it appear pro- 
bable I may once more behold the cojiart- 
ner of my heart. Dreary despair must I 

for ever endure ! welcome, welcome then, 

• • 

thou sprry guest ! take full possession of my 
every sense, banquet on my reajion, until 
thou shalt consume the source, and leave 

t 

no particle to blaze into recollection !” 

ICature, overcome by her workings, ex- 
hausted the lovely .unfortunate, who im- 
perceptibly sunk into the afms of JMoi'- 
pheus, and yas found thus by Ayesha in 
the morning. 

This old lady, by one apjdicqtion and 
the other, had tolerably well overcome the 
fright produced by her precipitation, with 
h^r quondam friend the captain, into the 
pure element, “ where fishes live, and mer- 
maids love to sport.” It seems too, the fe- 
male slaves that attended her for a time 
after the accident, until she became com- 
posed, and wished to be left alone, for 
many and potent reasons: none knew so 
well as herself what recipe to fly to, and 
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what to administer for all sores, both of 
mind, body, or estate, as she did herself; 
and as the secret was worth keeping, she 
never wished its efficacy to be witnessed 
in the presence of any*one, save and ex- 
cepting ^ the dwarf officer, udio h;id so 
strongly ]-ecommcndcd her to the trial of 
it in the first instance. 

But to return. — The slaves that attend- 
ed in her chamber, whether it was out of 
pique to the piinping^ pignay captain, or 
to gain favour with the old governante, I 
never could learn, but tl*cy so abused his 
little migh^ness, for serving her ladyship 
such a s^'urvy trick, that, after pushing 
her, they said, into the reservoir, was not 
contented, but must lea'i in after her, like 
a savage crocodile, and endeavour to drovyi 
her, which Avas ])lainly to be seen by the 
most indifferent observer ; and it was the 
general ojnnion he certaiidy Avould have 
succeeded, had not the very swans become 
indiguiant at his brutality, and flown to 
her rescue. 

This piece of wefl-timec^ flummery just 
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tickled tlie aged dame’s consequence, and 
she was happy to think herself the object 
of pity, rather than ribaldry. After vo\v» 
ing a tlioiisand vengeances on the dirty, 
duck-legged dwarfs as the author of her 
misfortune, she dismissed her attendants, 
with suitable remuneration for tjieir hind 
services and information; she now laid 
to at the contents of her dask, and tlien 
laid dow n to sleep. 

^\'lien Zoa awoke to tne sorrows of a 
new day, tlie first salute that met her ears 
was the volubility of her old governante. 
Great were her praises, and higii her com- 
mendati(>ns, on the festival of. the late 
evening, which was given, she repeated, 
by the eali])b, in lK)nour of her, Zoa’s, un- 
CPmmon Ix-auty and attraetiojis ; she then 
begged lier protegee to unrobe, ])ut on a 
more suitable dress, and repair to the baths. 
This however was declined by the discon- 
solate slave, Avho sipped her coffee, and 
retired to the balcony of her chamber, to 
inhale the fresh air of morning; but, at 
intervals, was her mind further harassed 
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by a repetition of Elm u ton’s condescen- 
sion from the moyth of this beldam, and 
liis intentions to make lier sultana of his 
licart, and his harem. At intervals, how- 
ever, the cruel treatmeyt Ayesha had re- 
ceived from Tabel was*not forgotten, witli 
many execrations on his nasty head, for 
the disgraceful catastroj)lie. 

Zoa stirred not from her chamber, nor 
was she annoyed this morning by the in- 
trusion of visitors; slie liad on still the 
costly dress and ornaments worn the pre- 
ceding evening ; these wyre of her own se- 
lection, froui a vast assortment always in 
the custody oi‘ Ayesha and Tabel ; and 
most aptly was it emblematic of her faith : 
the tunic, or upper v^st, was an azure 

blue, richly embroidered with sunflowers, 

* • 

in their natural colours; her trowsers en 
suite, and slippers of gold cloth ; a kind of 
light turban she wore, the ends of which 
reached to the ground, and a bird of pa- 
radise plume, fastened with a knot of bril- 
liants ; but on no account whatever could 
she be prevailed upon to display on her 
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person the emblem of Mahomet. Re- 
gardless of ajipearances? she continued 
thus, althougli somewhat disordered, un- 
til the signal oi' the helj already mention- 
ed invited the fein.-yes to tlie gardens, to 
partake the. recreations this enchanting 
place afforded. Accomj)aniod b}' her ki‘C])- 
er, she sought the air; and altliougli near 
midday, so were tlie walks and retreats 
contrived, as to preclude tlie intense rays 
of the sun, while fountains, continually 
playing, rc'udered the n hole -vool and re- 
freshing. Xoa , sought the most unfre- 
(piented paths, much to the discomfiture 
of Ayesha, and indulged in solitude. 

Ry a circuitous path, they arrived, by 
chance, near the spot where we left Sadak. 
T|ie distant hum of singing and merry- 
making was heard : this raised the old 
woman’s ire, and, with some petulance, 
she renewed her hackiuycd theme. She 
begged Zoa to meet the caliph, to make 
him happy, and herself great, by conform- 
ing at once to his most ardent wishes. — 
“ This conduct^ of your.s is most mon- 
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strous!” she continued, with much warmth. 
‘‘What! refuse the calij:)h’s love, indeed! 
I liave seen in tins harem the finest beau- 
ties that ever the^sun shone on pine them- 
selves into imliness — IJiavc witnessed such 
jealoiisi^'s, and have knowi> some, that 
would ahnost have sacrificed their lives, to 
l)ave gained, but for a day, Elmuton’s 
love. Go to, 3^ou beautiful simpleton, 
and teach your heart to love.” 

“ My heart is already overcharged with 
love,” replied Zoa. “ Such love as I now 
feel can never be taught*— it is the inspi- 
ration of ^eaven alone, breathing in two 
bosoms hut one pure wish : those that can 
prostitute such a flame never felt the sa- 
cred warmth that fle^vs from genuine 
love.” 

“ Tush, tush !” answered Ayesha ; “ all 
this is very nonsense, worse than romance; 
fancy what you have lost is with you still, 
and the delusion will soon grow into a 
reality.” 

The distressed Zoa became shocked at 
B 3 . 
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the depravity of the old hag ; and address- 
ing her in a voice almost inarticulate by 
sighs, said — “ If you shew me tl)e statue 
of mv love, with admi?ation will I caze 
on it; but when 1 •clasp it, breathless, to 
iwy bosom, it is then 1 find the cheat, and 
feel the loss. Go, Ayesha, go,” she con- 
tinued, “ to thy imperious master, convey 
to Klmuton the wretched Zoa’s firm re- 
solves; tdl him, too well 1 know I am his 
slave — jnirehased, and paid for by him, in 
gold, or bartered for, as one of his veriest 
animals ; althougl) from every hap])y hope 
cut off’ — although every faint 'dea of ever 
again beholding those my soul so fondly 
loves, is vanished, still w ill I hold most 
sacred to the vowa I have made : go and 
tell him this, and then return with the 
mandate for my death.” 

The old woman could scarcely restrain 
her temper within proper bounds. She 
fidgeted first one way, and then another — 
l(djusted her dress, and then took a pinch 
perfumed snuff; at last, with a con- 
temptuous toss of the head, exclaimed — 
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Very fine indeed ! no, no — no such er- 
rand as that for me ! a few days more will 
much alter your tone; and you will do 
well, in the mean .time, to think what you 
are, and what you might be.” 

Poor.Zoa, at this illnatured gibe, felt 
mucli hurt; hfr heart was ready to break, 
and yet too proud to relieve itself by tears, 
at the present moment; she therefore 
turned away from the old Jezebel with 
the greatest contempt 

Madam .ciycsha now began to discover 
she had given her tongue rather too much 
licence ; sl^ then followed the fair mour- 
ner, aiuLtaking her hand, said, with a kind 
of conciliating tone — “ Come, come, fair 
beauty, you will learn ^'better; these pret- 
ty fingers were not m^de to toil, nor tl(iy 
tender and delicate frame to labour: thy 
too susceptible mind was created for the 
softer passions only ; it is cruel in thee not 
to return Elmuton’s love.” 

Zoa turned on the mistress, with a look 
full of indignation, and cried— “ Name 
not love like Elmuton’s to me— it is pro- 
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fanation all : go, get thee gone awhile, 
and let me here indulge 'in my grief, and 
banquet on my tears.” 

“ Ay, tears, indeed,” -answered Ayesha, 
who seemed to rejoice at being discarded 
for awhile — have thy fill of tears, and let 
those piercing eyes be likp two. flowing 
fquntains, spouting forth that, that me- 
mory sliould not retain.” She then hur- 
ried away down the avenue, to join in the 
frivolity of the looser inhabitants of the 
harem, and left the unhappy Zoa to ru- 
minate over hei* vicissitudes, ivhcn she 
thus gave vent to her trouWes. — “ INIc- 
mory, saidst thou, old woman ! oh, why 
will not memory quit its empire over this 
poor brain, when thinking almost brings 
mtadness! The poor idiot, whose every 
wish is gratified when his meal is made, 
must surely be the happiest of men ; for 
those who have their reason full awake, 
with sad perplexities ever are beset.” 
Here her thought seemed to overburtlien, 
and bury her within herself ; and as not 
knowing where her steps were leading. 
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she made towards the alcove, at the en- 
trance of which sliT? started back, as though 
some fearful beast had lurked there, and 

fixed its death- dcaliim' looks on her. — 

• 

“ Gracious I’owers !” srfie exclaimed, “ a 
man! ayd sleeping too — a fallow slave! 
l^oor wretch ! overcome with fatigue, thou 
liast sunk into a blessing, the short enjoy- 
ment of which will, most likely, cost thee 
thy life. Oh ! once, like thee, would 
sleep him my soul hol^ls most dear ; and 
in his slumhc^rs, after the toils of the chase, 
would I watch over, and* carefully guard 
him till he ^woke : oft have 1 rebuked the 
breeze foj; its soft murmur, lest it should 
disturb his repose; or if the wanton gnat 
gambolled on his cheek, ?^t Avould raise my 
anger as much as a rival’s smile — so jer^ 
lous is the affection of true love. Ah ! see, 
he awakes ! 1 will warn him of his dan- 
ger, and bid him fly.” 

Sadak raised his head, and covered his 
face with his hand, then fetched a deep 
and sorrowful sigh, and turned his conn- 
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tenance from the light, as if again to court 
the balmy god. 

Zoa remained at some short distance ; 
well she knew the danger that awaited 
him, if he should <be discovered; and yet 
she feared to rob him of that enjoyment 
which she herself was so much a stranger 
to. Her sieep had not, of late, been na- 
tural, but more the effect of food and liv- 
ing, to which she had before never been 
used, than by the call of nature. Again 
she looked on him, with an eye of sym- 
pathy : to let him sleep, thus exposed, 
was but to increase his danger — whereas, 
if she awoke him, he might manage, some 
way or other, to make his escape, without 
further observati»i»n, and thus preserve his 
'^.'urthensome life. At length, resolving 
on the latter, she addressed him as fol- 
lows, with a voice loud enough to pierce 
his hearing, and yet not to awaken dis- 
tant curiosity — “ Poor thing, you trespass 
here, and are in great danger, if the guards 
discover you: I would have you endea- 
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vour secretly to escape ?»nd save your 
wretched life.” 

Sadak aroused himself at this, but shew- 
ed no curiosity, by turninir to his kind 
considerate friend, norj gratitude for the 
warnings but putting his hands to his face*, 
muttered- the fpllowing — “Save my life, 
saidst thou? I do not live — at least, SQ 
could wish — hut busy thought will give 

that wish tlie lie!” He then stretched 

0 

himself erect, witli lys face full to the 
light, and wa*s departing, without taking 
any further notice. 

As Zoa •caught the view of his face, 
such a dreadful sensation pervaded her 
every sense, and took such an effect on 
lier frame, that she had nearly sunk to 
the ground. 

Sadak had passed on two or three paces 
from the entrance of the alcove, when 
Zoa, in a fearful voice of agitation, ex- 
claimed — “ Oh, great Powers ! why what 
strange phantom is this? but that it is 
impossible to be, else would I call thee 
Sadak r’ 
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The slave, at hearing his name men- 
tioned, turned partly round, and appeared 
astounded at the sound — after a moment’s 
pause, answered — “Who calls Sadak? it 
is not Sadak now »> what 1 was, and what 
I am, are different quite.” He then took a 
cursory survey of Zoa, and turned away, 
as from the greatest stranger. 

Poor Zoa became almost senseless with 
emotion, and as if doubting her own rea- 
son, and gazing most earnestly on him, 
said — “ If thou art of this, or any other 
world, thou art,' to me, Sadak still : or if I 
dream, then let me never awake from this 
sweet delusion — or if thou art dead, teach 
me how to die, to be with thee, and let 
oi.w spirits join.” ' 

'ti’ Sadak heard her with a strange mix- 
ture of feelings; now he fixed his eyes 
intently on her face, and then wandered 
over her whole ajipearance — then passing 
his hand rejieatcdly across his forehead, 
and again looking half around bn her, 
and forcing a kind of smile at his own 
credulity, delivered thus his thoughts — 
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“ Oh, my weak foolish brain, to draw such 
comparisons — that* this rich gilded bird 
* should make such souiicls, as my poor 
simple dove was wojit to do !” 

He then again tiirnc^l his face away, 
and seemed buried in the delusion. 

Zoa’s situation was now painful in the 
extreme; the first thought that struck 
her, when s!ie witnessed this behaviour of 
Sadak’s, was that his reason had forsaken 
him, and with a fiali* frantic tone exclaim- 
ed — “ Oil, it ds, it is iny Sadak, and his 
senses are fled! then to* thy Zoa thou 
art living dejd indeed.*’ 

At the sound ol’ her name he started, 
as though a dagger had pierced his brain, 
and v’ith Ins hand pointed towards her, 
and his eyes wdldly glaring, he criedj 
with rapidity — Zoa — Zoa ! mention but 
that dear, dear name again, and I will 
blister my tongue in jiraises to thee for it !” 

Zoa, more dead than alive, said, with a 
feeble voice — “ Save thy tongue, to tell 
thou Invest me still, and let thiue eyes 
their proper office do.” 
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Sadak, as still doubting his senses, re- 
plied — “ Mine eyes — i>o, no, they don’t 
belie their senses; and yet my ears would 
play the flatterer, and bid me listen, as to 
one I loved.” 

. Zoa, for,a space, could not articulate a 
single sound; her sight fell .upon the 
ground; as the eyes of her lover were 
rivetted on her, be seemed to be bursting 
between hope and fear. Zoa exerted her 
energy, and raising her eyes on him, pa- 
thetically uttered — “ There was a time, 
Sadak, when thou didst want no bidding; 
thine ears, eyes, tongue, and jjJl thy facul- 
ties, voluntarily S])oke.” 

The wretched slave could hold no longer; 
like one made furious, he darted upon her, 
Vnd caught her in his arms, and as he 
pressed her to his bosom, and found the 
lovely substance real, the greater became 
his astonishment; now he held her at the 
extremity of his reach, and gazed on her 
with fervency and wonder; then , pressed 
her to his bosom, again encircled her with 
his arms, and , again looked on her. At 
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lengtli his passions found vent in speech, 
•and lie delivered •himself thus — “ Oh, 
"blessed deity, this is no vision ! — Speak, 
my beloved, speak (ince again !” 

Zoa was so thr overcoi^Lie, that to speak 
was almost too diilicult a task; bnt throw- 
iim- herself on the neck of her new-found 
friend, she faintly exclaimed — Oli, iny 
Sadak !■' 

luir a time they rcinaincd clasped in 

eacli other's arms, regardless of their 
v 

situation, aiul*tiie danger that surrounded 
them ; all tlieir thoughts se^^ined entwined 
in their ardeyt embrace. At length, Sa- 
dak, reco’^ering from Ins ccstucv of bliss, 
cried — Ob, great and glorious sun ! 'tis 
true, ’tis true — all this is i;eal ! witness this, 
thou blessed deity !” I'hen raising the re-^ 
covering maid, said to her — “ Sweet love, 
say bow came yc here? tell me quickly, 
or my enraptured soul will burst its tene- 
ment, and in its baj)piness seek Elysium.” 

To which flow of ecstacy Zoa answered 
— Hold but thy raptures, and find Ely- 
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sium here ; I am but a slave, as tliou art, 
Sadak.” 

Sadak, at the name of’ slave, darted a 
look upon her apparel, as if with the 
lightning of his ryes lie Mould have con- 
sumed it.— “ A slave!” said he; “ but 
m Iiv those gaudy trajijiings, Zoa? they ill 
set off the native elegance that I admire.” 

Zoa ansM'crcd Mith a sigli — “ 1 am the 
calijih Elmutoii’s slave, dear Sadak; and 
so I fear art thou.” 

Sadak started at tliis, as he M'uiild have 
done had he suddenly encountered the 
fearful anaconda, and striking his fore- 
head nitli his hand, his quivering lips 
could scarcely convey these Mords — “ The 
caliph’s .slave! Oh, kind PoMcrs, have 
i^nierey on rny brain !” Then turning (piick- 
ly on Zoa, articulated nith such vehe- 
mence, as much to alarm her — “ lint art 
thou still ]nire, my love — j)ure as yon 
glorious sun ?” 

Zoa, in a calm voice, answered— '• What 
is there as the glorious sun, so pure, his 
heat Mill all corruption quick destroy ? 
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yet, like the sun, my love its warmth all 
pollution ever shall defy. liut think not, 
Sadak, that my love is <^rown weak, 
or I will hold thee, as doth the sun the 
moon, and keep thee •ever round me, 
wandering, gathering light arwl life from 
me.” 

The alarmed lover felt this metaphorical 
rebuke, and clas])ing her in his arms again, 
answered — “ Oh, my blessed planet ! my 
light, my life, my inmpst self, my hope, 
my soul is in 'thee! thou director of my 
every sense ! Hut this is oot the proper 
sphere for tljee to shine in, thou pretty 
star of ])Cffeetiou — it is full of danger ! 
such evil-omened constellations and wick- 
ed satellites here hover around, their bane- 
ful influence may destroy thee, and con- 
sume thy excellence. That thought sets 
my brain on tire. Come, sweetheart, let 
us at once away, and shun their fearful 
altitude. JNly arm shall fell a host of 
these proud freemen, if they dai-e impede 
our passage.” 

Zoa was afraid lest his .daring spirit 
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should soar too high, and dreadful tlioughts 
work up his imagination into desperation. 
She therefore set their danger hefitre him 
in its worst shape, told him it was impos- 
sible for them to make their escape by 
force; and all their ingenuity would avail 
them nothing, at such hours, as the pre- 
sent. She prayed him again to be calm, 
and set their minds upon invention, for 
by cunning only could their darling hope 

be realized. — “ Hold !” slic cried, “ 1 find 

1 

niy bu.sy wits already work. This same 
Turk, this wieked caliph Khnuton, has 
fixed his wanton eyes mosf strongly on 
me, and many designs has he osed to gain 
what he calls my love, and oiten has he 
protested honourable intentions. Him, 
by various arts and subterfuges, M ill 1 
play upon, and so bring our of)ject to its 
final bearing. — Nay, fear me not, Sadak,” 
she continued, seeing her lover by his 
gestures discovered his doul>ts and fears. 
“ Mark yon bold arched window, at the 
bottom of this avenue, whose balcony is 
filled with such rare plants as creation can 
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afford ; that is my chamber — its costliness 
but mocks my wo. There Sadak — there, 
dear love, have I passed my .sleepless 
nights and unliappy days. The heavy 
latticed windows on tl»e otlier side look 
into a large court-yard, of ci)nsiderable 
depth below. There can 1 see and hear 
the sentr)% as he wiles the night away 
from him will I the watchword catch, as 
from .sentinel to sentinel it ])asses ; and 
when the opportunity shall fit, must 1 find 
you, as hidden you must remain here- 
abouts until midnight; then will we bor- 
row wings o^Tove, and take our flight.'’ 

Sadak fixed his eyes on her with a look 
expressive of delight ; his countenance 
was like the beams of Hyperion, when they 
dispel the chilly atmosphere, and inakT.' 
the face oT nature glad with genial warmth. 
Pressing his lips to hers, and mingling 
bliss with bliss, he exclaimed — “ Oh, thou 
blessed inventor, we shall again be more 
than h.appy ! Say, shall we not, sweet 
love? and when security hovers around 
our heads, and peace occupies our dwell- 
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in^, then shall we recount past dangers 
and vicissitudes, as a talc that has been 
told to us. Oh, my beloved ! I would that 
night were come, or I could die until 
then, or be with thee ! for thou art now 
.more than ever my veiy existence.” 

Zoa now began to consider seriously of 
their present dangers, and warned Sadak 
of them. — “ We are here much in harm’s 
way, dear Sadak,” she said, “ so closely 
hemmed in by jeopardy on every side; 
yet it will almost break this* poor heart to 
part for so shor*^^ a time. But let us trust 
in yon bright deity, and if this night should 
not fit our purpo.se, or unl’oresecn obstacles 
obtrude in our path, to-morrow then we 
on this blessed spot will meet again.” 

„ Sadak at this again drooped, and ten- 
derly taking her hand, said — Say not 
to-morrow, love — to-morrow is an age. 
Beside, consider what horror may not one 
fatal night produce. When I am not by 
to guard thcc, perhaps some ruffian thief 
may rob thee of thy inestimable jewel — 
thy virtue, aijd leave thee only a poor 
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despoiled casket. I cannot bear that fright- 
ful thought.” 

‘ Oh, fear me not, thdu tender guar- 
dian!” Zoa answered ; “ he that would the 
jewel purloin, shall first tjpstroy the easket, 
ere he shall obtain the ‘precious gem. — 
Great powers of safety !” she suddenly ex- 
claimed — fly ! *fly, dear Sadak I yonder 
comes the governess, and the chief eunuch 
officer. See, they approach ! W’here canst 
thou secrete thyself, dear, dear Sadak? 
Away ! awa}' ! our fates' depend on thy 
safety ! and let hope now be the life we 
live in.” 

Sadak again pressed her to his bosom, 
and with a* voice hardly intelligible from 
emotion, cried — “ I cannot life endure on 
hope alone; warm once again those long- 
ing lips mth thine, and let me suck the 
honeyed balsam deep; so like the bee, that 
through the winter lives on sweets it 
gleaned, when hapjiy summer smiled.” 

They then threw themselves into each 
other’s arms, and fervently embraced. The 

VOL. II. c 
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voices of Ayeslia and Tabel were now 
plainly heard, in high dispute. The lovers 
separated. Zoa proceeded down the ave- 
nue, so as to meet the captain and his 
lady, and formed ap excuse to detain them, 
'thus giving Sadak an opportunity the 
better to secrete himself! 

This, however, he found no such easy 
task ; the gardens had lately undergone 
many improvements, and the underwood 
about this spot cleared' away — thus he 
could find no ambush. His only chance 
seemed to be, jthat he must scale a wall 
at the hack of the alcove, and drop down 
the other side into a sort of outer court of 
the castle, and which was but little fre- 
quented. He had no time to spare in re- 
v.volving ideas, but fixed on this alterna- 
tive at once: the evergreen that over- 
spread the wall assisted his ascent ; but 
when he had gained the toj), he was much 
surprised to find his progress impeded, by 
the sight of an officer and soldier in ear- 
nest and close conversation ; but he was 
now on a pinnacle of danger — to return 



oKiENTAL Wanderings. 


27 


was impossible — advance he must. He 
therefore, with much caution, dropped 
from branch to branch, as silently as the 
nature of his situation would allow. When 
he had reached the botitorn, he laid him- 
self closely, securely, and, fortwnately, un- 
observed,^ in thp overgrown clusters 
shrubs and wild plants at the foot of'the 
wall. 

Zoa met the noble captain and the lady 
governantc most opportunely, to settle a 
terrible difference between them, arising 
out of the woful misfortunes of the former 
night. Mi^ch pro and con took place : 
the lady stormed — the gentleman stam- 
mered ; by turns they sweat — by turns 
they swore, until fatigued with their con- 
fabulation, Zoa cut the concern short, ]fy 
recommending the parties to retire to the 
private boudoir of madam Ayesha. 

This was assented to, and most happy 
was Zoa to have an opportunity of retir- 
ing alone to her own chamber. 
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CHAPTER II. 


'I'iiCre is a fatcsthat flies with tON^crino; spirits 
Home to the mark, and never ciiecks at conscience. 
Poor plodding priests, and preacliing friars, ma^- iiutkt 
Their hollow pulpits, and the empty aisles 
Of cliurclies, ring with that round word ; but \m 
Who draw tlie subtle and more piercing air, 

In that st^bliined region of court, : 

Know all is good we make so, and go on^ 

.Secur’d by the prosperity of our crimes.^ Hew JomsON 

Sadak had not long remained in his 
hiding-place, before other matters claimed 
his attention, and drew his thougnts from 
the scene he had lately gone through, and 
\’''s the principal actor in. By attention 
he soon caught the names of those so close 
in private conversation. The officer was 
Sebastian, who thus addressed himself to 
his inferior — “ Saldan, thou hast thus far 
done well ; and much am I pleased to find 
thee obedient to my wishes. It would 
have hurt me much, to see so good and 
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tried a veteran fall by the ignominious 
hands of a public'executjoner. Tliere still 
hangs on the many much doubt and un- 
certainty as to th.e murder of the prince 
Hamman ; circumstances lay it incontro- 
vertibly at thy hands : but for the lafe 
services 4:hou Jiast rendered to me, and 
benefited the state, by exposing the hj^ 
pocrisy and apostacy of that villain Felix, 
and his coadjutors, I will take especial 
care of thee ; and may thy future life and 
doings be such, as to make, in some part, 
atonement for that ferocious and unpro- 
voked offence on the sleeping prince, and 
hazarding my reputation! But of that 
no more. To all the world, me excepted, 
thou art noAv secure, and by thy future 
acts, may lock the secret securely in my 
breast — thou shalt not call me an ungrate- 
ful master ; and much am I pleased with 
thy present appearance, and disguise of 
person — it is what is proper, and will make 
thee pass securely.” 

Here it may be necessary to jog the 
reader’s recollection, and say, Saldan had 
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profited, in a manifold degree, from the 
purse and advice of Sebastian since we 
last met them together. His dress, &c. 
had now so much altered him, it would 
have been almost impossible for his closest 
intimate c*o,mpanion to have recognised in 
him the former Saldan. 

Sebastian in a familiar manner approach- 
ed his soldier, then casting his large gtey 
eyes around him, as if he would penetrate 
the very walls, and chide them for being 
so near ; but not seeing any living crea- 
ture at hand, save his companion, and 
thinking himself secure, continued thus — 
“ Saldan, come hither, I have some words 

t 

for thy most secret ear, and doings for thy 
cautious and well-practised hands. But 
\ell me first, didst thou ever aspire, that 
is, wish to be above thy fellows and com- 
panions ?” 

Saldan looked at his officer for a mo- 
ment, as if puzzled for a reply ; but soon 
recovering, answered him — “ When in 
the army, and on hard duty, I have often 
wished thus.” 
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" Ay !” replied Sebastian, with a look 
full of meaning ; “ and when in the army, 
had nearly gained a height that would 
have placed you far above them indeed — 
given you such an elevation that few citi- 
zens even gain, although ther^are so_man.y 
that deserve it.” 

The soldier, more confounded and per- 
plexed at this strangely-delivered mean- 
ing, confessed he knew not at what his 
master pointed ; when this subtle villain 
answered — “ Dost thou not see yonder 
platform, that looks so proudly on such 
good buildings that are beneath it ?” 

Saldan for a moment followed the di- 
rection of the officer’s finger, and said — 
“ The scaffold mean you, seignior, where 
the Wretched guilty are executed ?” 

“ Thou hast hit the mark most cun- 
ningly,” was the answer. “ That is the 
height thou wouldst have gained — thy 
deeds had surely have brought thee thither, 
had not my niercy kept thee on a level ; 
but be but grateful, and I will no more 
of this. But say,” he continued, “ would 
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not thy gratitude wish to see me high in 
rank and office ?” 

The affrighted and terrified creature 
could scarcely make an answer ; but con- 
fusedly said — “ 1/ my poor wish could 
make thee great, thou hast that already, 
even to the sultan’s dignity.” 

Sebastian, with a grin such as a savage 
beast w'ould give, when about to pounce 
on its victim, after decoying it to his toils, 
replied — “ No, no, not so high yet. But 
shouldst thou not like to seo me caliph ?” 

To which the soldier quickly answered 
— “ Often has that wish of mine been 
coupled witii the general desires of the 
troopers. The factious broils that now so 
frequently disturb the state, and yet bring 

profit to the soldier, might soon find 
an end, and other foes of more advantage 
sought after.” 

Sebastian, when he heard this, caught 
his creature by the hand, and, w'ith much 
fervency of speech, answered — " Right, 
right, my honest Saldan— a lazy life to 
a good soldier, seems too near akin to 
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cowardice to be enjoyed ; but when the 
commander holds* the laurels from being 
plucked by pleasure-taking, it is the vete- 
ran’s fault if he then submit. Is it not so 
with us, my valiant ftiate?” At these 
words, ijhaking the hand of ^his soldier,- 
and fixing his eyes on his face, as though 
he would penetrate his very inmost 
thoughts, then continued — “ This woman- 
sneaking caliph here, this Elmuton, will 
dangle for hours at a petticoat, sing songs 
of love, play tricks of fancy with wanton 
girls, and revel with fools, while each 
petty thief grows into a bravo, and each 
subaltern /or mastery tries. Is this, the 
time that such as us, with servile rank, 
should sit quietly down, and applaud the 
hand that holds the chastening rod — botV 
submissive to a milksop’s frown — to an 
old grey-bearded dotard, who, for a wo- 
man’s smiles, wall forget the father’s in- 
juries, and fill so dastardly the arms of 
beauty ? Oh, Saldan, I am sick of this ! 
The world will point at us, and we shall 
be the laughingstock for fools.” 

e 3 
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This laying open of Sebastian gave Sal- 
dan confidence, who thus replied — “ Often 
have I heard the troopers say they wished 
Sebastian was all in -all their chief, and 
but for very strife would have it so.” 

Sebastian stood for a moment silent, 
but his eyes were busily reading the 
countenance of Suldan : he stole liis hand 
up the arm of his soldier; and rested it on 
the shoulder ; then drawing him nearer 
towards himself, said, with a loud sort of 
whisper. — “ There is a way, my friend, 
and without strife, to give thy honest 
comrades their wish. Thoi,i and I the 
deed could well accomplish. His two 
sons thou knowest are both made safe ; and 
Elmuton is our only obstacle. A little 
Stratagem would make him secure, and 
thou and I raised to our utmost wishes.” 
Here he drew from his band a vial, curi- 
ously wrought with hieroglyphics, and 
holding it before his follower, continued 
thus — “ Dost thou see this vial ? its con- 
tents are certain — they are a curious mix- 
ture of poisons, that work upon the taker. 
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and produce an incurable sort of madness, 
with never an interval of perfect reason ; 
it is most subtle stuff; the dread and mid- 
night sisters, in their mysterious avoca- 
tions, have made it up,* and with the wa- 
ters of the fatal Gallus brewed it sure.* 
After a time, he that hath swallowed it, 
will act as one in sleep, and perform his. 
former life over again, or stir up the se- 
cret wishes of his soul, and disclose his 
hidden thought to day and man.” 

As the officer continued this dreadful 
disclosure, Saldan evidently became much 
agitated — hie lips quivered — his limbs fal- 
tered — his,eyes failed — and he would have 
sunk to the ground, had not Sebastian 
aroused him with a sudden shake, and ex- 
claimed at the same time — “ What is the 
matter with thee, man ? What, dost thou 
tremble at the thought of making a man per- 
petually drunk ? only stealing his reason. 
Gro to, for a fool ! It is the only, way to 
make him happy : he then feels nor joy 
nor sorrow ; his faculties work as by in- 
stinct, while his senses sleep for ever! 
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Thou couldst not have trembled thus the 
while murder was doing, or thy hand 
could not have made so sure an aim ! 
Stand nearer to me, man ! What art thou 
afraid of?” 

I’he teriafied Saldan was now forced to 
exert liis energy ; and as he again drew 
.near his hardened master, he was accosted 
thus — “ Thou must attend me this night 
at sherbet-drinking: the caliph doth pro- 
pose to hold a little revef with his officers ; 
be tiioii near, and avhen Elmuton shall 
call for drink, mix thou this into his cup, 
and let it pass to him : nonctwill suspect; 
and v/lien the effect shall work upon him, 
as soon it will, I will then declare his 
mult!i)1ied troubles of late have so preyed 
*fi])on his mind, that grief hath stole his 
reason. The wonder will not last long ; 
a little modest mourning, and then we 
cry }:;ob(i now ! good now !” 

Saldan had so far recovered as to col- 
lect the meaning of all that had fallen 
from ids wily superior. After revolving 
his thoughts within himself for sometime, 
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he spoke — “ The way seems so easy, and 

the doing so simple, that I dare 

Sebastian caught him *up on the word 
“ dare,” as quick as lightning. — “ Dare ! 
dare what ? there is n» daring in it : and 
to make us perfectly secure, here is^anol- 
ther vial, nearly the counterpart in 
appearance,” here he produced another 
small square bottle from his waistband, 
and proceeded — “ made of such hellish 
and night-growing herbs, tliat, when swal- 
lowed, it produces instant death ; all the 
beldames combined their black and mys- 
terious knowledge in brewing it — it is 
such as fickle and wicked Circe to her 
husband gave. You know,” he continued, 
the officer of the castle-gfiard, called Mon- 
rod, a surly elf — he, that often treats ffie 
with so much contempt and indignity, 
and watches my every action with such 
Argus and suspicious eyes, whose tongue 
is ever loaded with doubtful sentences, 
and from whose mouth praise is never 
heard. Mark me, Saldan ! he is a stum- 
bling-block, that must be removed; that 
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task be mine. I will hawst him fast 
enough asleep, for at this banquet he must 
pledge with me^ — I will seal his prying 
senses in such a dream, he shall not awake, 
to tell his friends the wondrous tale. Flag 
hot thou in thy duty, nor fear me in my 
resolves. It is the touchstone of our great- 
ness, Saldan, and all depends on thy 
promptitude — it is a key too, with which 
thou lockest a certain secret securely in 
my bosom, and preservest thy very ex- 
istence; and instead of dying an igno- 
minious and reprobated death, to have 
thy carcase exposed, until the elements, 
ashamed at the sight, consume it piece- 
meal, and charitable winds scatter the pol- 
luted particles, oyer the face of the earth, 
and leave no trace of thy being — instead 
of this, thou mayest live to a good old 
age, and die respected, when a fair and 
white monument may grace thy grave, as 
many other non-discovered villains have.” 

Saldan hastily stretched forth his hand, 
and said — “ Give me that Elmuton is to 
swallow, and ere the morning’s sun shall 
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light US to our prayers, I will be the first 
to "hail Sebastian caliph of Grand Cairo.” 

To which the officer replied — “ Hold ! 
hold ! not so fast ! be cautious — we have a 
wonderful scene to*act,rfind ourselves the 
principal actors, that are to survive, an^ 
witness the effect — here, take thou this,” 
he said, at the same time giving one of 
the viaLs, “ and mind thy duty'well, for 
that is the first to make thee great as me.” 

As Saldan received the bottle, he eyed 
it with much curiosity ; and then gazing 
at the other in the hand of Sebastian, 
answered — “ This vessel and that are so 
much alike, I can see no difference be- 
tween them.” 

“ Keep thou that” the reply ; “ I 
purchased them of a cunning gipsy, deep- 
ly skilled in all the mystic arts ; see these 
hieroglyphics — how they differ ! that one 
is thy commission, and mind thy duty 
well : see, place it within thy dress se^ 
curely, and, above all, keep thyself in pri- 
vate until I shall command thy service. 
Go, go now — away ! away — enough !” 
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Satdan, without further ceremony, placed 
the vessel within the^folds of his dress, 
and ivas about to make some reply, ere he 
departed; but the officer, in a hurried 
mannner, urged his going. 

When clearly out of sight, Sebastian 
stood for a moment, as overcome with con- 
flicting emotions; by a sudden impulse he 
raised himself, and, with some difficulty 
recovering his respiration in soliloquy, un- 
burthened his thoughts — “ Good Powers ' 
what is this? I feel sick, giddy, and scarce 
know how— what can all this mean ? yet 
1 do not tremble — at least, piy hands do 
not ; yet how hot ! the earth too seems to 
totter, and the globe turn faster than it 
should. My stomach heaves, as though it 
^as overcharged ; it is the air that so 
much oppresses me here.” In this part of 
his malady he took several turns back- 
wards and forwards the court with a dis- 
ordered step; at last, looking upwards, 
and fetching his breath rapidly, he ex- 
claimed — “ It is past — I am better now : 
can this be fear, or was it a smatch of that 
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idea called conscience, which I have heard 
• your honest plodding fools speak of, who, 
*like muckworms, will crawl this life out, 
to stand a better chance for something to 
come hereafter ? 1 llave known men many 
troubles and privations here endure — ^pnd 
for what, but to leave a good name behind 
them, and have some pompous monument 
to mark their grave ! Tush, tush ! let me 
but here obtain that which I run such ha- 
zard to gain, I shall care not if each pass- 
ing beggar spit upon my rotting-place, 
and say — ‘ There moulders a cunning vil- 
lain.” Here he paused for a short space, 
and looked earnestly on the vial he griped, 
and, with some embarrassment, con- 
tinued — “ Or was it the effect of this po- 
tion ? if it was, how dreadful and poweff. 
ful must its influence be to him that swal- 
lows it, when even my pressing the bot- 
tle thus should so egress its potency ! fool 
that I am, to be thus alarmed at a thought !” 
He then committed the fatal vessel, with 
its contents, to the security of the bosom 
of his dress, and departed. 
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When Sadak saw the place clear, he, 
with much caution and dread, crept from 
his secrecy; his looks bespoke tlie terror 
of his soul — he gazed wildly around him, 
nor could he sca^rce believe he had life or 
reason proper; but clasping his hands 
above his head, and pouring forth a short 
ejaculation to his favourite deity, thus 
composed his mind — “ Yes, yes,” he said, 
“ too sure I live, and have my j)roper be- 
ing ; but this cannot be life, such as my 
nature was fostered in — oh, no, no, this 
cannot be earth ! no, I must have passed 
hence, and this be the regions of the damn- 
ed, and these two, bearing shape as men, 
be proper devils, plotting here to send 
their evil spirits forth to^work in the other 
•Kvorld ; yet I have heard such deeds are 
practised on earth, and by men too, that 
say they are enlightened.” 

At this part the poor Pagan seemed 
overcome in his musings, and, for a time, 
remained as a statue fixed ; again recover- 
ing, he continued — “ To poison — murder 
men, and all for hire ! Oh, gracious Pow- 
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ers! what happiness is ignorance like 
•mine ! — but yet it is for me to prevent all 
this diabolical work from taking place: 
am I preserved to be an instrument of 
good to my cruel oppressor? no, no! like 
wolves as they are, let them glut on each 
other’s blood — it is their darling food ; they 
fatten on infamy, and it is the commerce 
of their markets : honesty goes barefoot- 
ed, while villainy struts in silks. Why 
should not I enter into their pursuits, and 
profit by my toil? yes, a beam of hope 
flashes across my mind, and beckons me 
to endeavour, Monrod, officer of the cas- 
tle-guard, is a marked victim — him will I 
first search out; the great caliph too is 
marked. This looks like hope; but ere 
they have the secret from my heart, Zcit. 
and freedom shall be rny reward.” 

Sadak, being an entire stranger to the 
intricacies of the castle, knew not which 
way to turn that might lead him to a spot 
frequented, and where he might make the 
inquiries for those he wanted : at length 
he resolved to take the path Sebastian 
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had done so short time before. He, how-^ 
ever, had not proceeded far, ere he enterejJ 
a kind of retreat, where a transj)arcnt basin 
of water filled the* centre, siip]ilied by 
fountains, conthiually emitting the cool- 
ing element, and which reudered the 
shady bowers with which it was surround- 
ed a refreshing and retired retreat from 
the heat and bustle of the more crowded 
parts of the palace. Stretched on a mat 
at some distance, he belield two officers in 
conversation ; he therefore determined to 
remain where he was until their conference 
should be broken up, beforp he recjucsted 
the information ho sought after, thinking 
it the most expedient to make as little stir 
as possible, lest his project should be mar- 
-led. 

The offices here mentioned were Mon- 
rod and Nulac, who were talking over af- 
fairs that had of late occupied so much at- 
tention ; for since the removal of the prince 
Felix, Monrod had not once been without 
side the castle walls, but was continually 
on the alert, watching the proceedings of 
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Sebastian, hoping to catch some clue that 
might lead on his cherished determination 
of revenge. Seldom was the veteran seen 
to mix with the assembled soldiery ; but 
when any of his old»conyades could be 
found alone, then would he catch what 
the general* topic was, and how things in 
public were ‘proceeding, while the more 
private information was gleaned from the 
never-failing volubility of captain Tabel : 
thus, from several such sources, ivas he 
enabled to Jraw liis own conclusion, and 
seldom, in one of his experience, did it 
err. Nulac was his onl}' confidant, if 
confidant h;? could be called — for the 
mind of IMortrod had been so soured by 
disappointio-. nt, and rankled by miscar- 
riages, that he looked distrustlul on all the 
world. INi l ic gave him the full particulars 
of the dcp'u turo of Sclinus and his daugh- 
ter, but nothing had yet been heard of the 
outcast Felix. The Christ, ians continued 
to leave the town in great numbers, and 
much embarrassment had been felt already 
among the traders on that account 
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Sebastian’s severity and exactions had 
so much perplexed tlie citizen artisans to. 
raise the suddenly demanded levies, that 
a consternation pervaded, much to the de- 
triment of commerefe. The soldiers had 
become imperious and insolent in their 
behaviour to the towns-pcojde— frequent 
street-broils were the consequence, which 
gave great annoyance to the ]>eaceable in- 
habitants. Midnight assassinations were 
so frequent, that to find mutilated human 
bodies in the highway on the morning 
was so common an occurrence, that it 
hardly created surprise enough to prompt 
the quick to perform the charitable office 
of decently interring the dead. Public 
grievances were kept as much as possible 
Ifrom the knowledge of Elmuton by the 
vigilance of Sebastian, who took upon 
himself many important duties, and gave 
decisions of much weight, to prevent, as 
he himself gave out, the mind of the ca- 
liph being again depressed and overwhelm- 
ed with anxiety : indeed, the viceroy him- 
self was so ruled by his officer, that the 
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office became more and more every day a 
nonentity, and, consequently, the name of 
Sebastian more dreaded, feared, or loved, 
as the capriciousnesa of fortune, interest, 
or necessity, dictated. 

Nulac informed his friend, many i\ew 
creatures had been raised to power and 
consequence by flie influence of the great 
officer, and spies were lurking in every 
corner of the streets and castle : one stran- 
ger, he said, come from no one knows 
whither, was frequently seen in private 
with Sebastian ; he seldom mixed with 
his fellows, and bore a strange mystery in 
his whole conduct ; his outward appear- 
ance was far above the common rank, and 
he was called the friend of Sebastian ; by 
no other appellation was he at preseifi 
known, and thus he passed. 

Sadak had now become impatient at 
the protracted discourse of the two ve- 
terans, and was about to make up to the 
bower where they were, when he was sur- 
prised by some one behind him ; on turn- 
ing, he discovered Tabel, but with a far 
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different deportment than when last they 
parted. 

The little; great man now felt the secu- 
rity of his situation ; and perceiving his 
brother officers sp near him, was deter- 
mined to shew his whole consequence at 
once, and let the Pagan learn his autho- 
rity by ocular proof, wliich he only knew 
before by being told it. After scraping 
his slippers along the marble pavement, 
and giving two or three loud hems, and 
throwing his huge pipe across his shoul- 
der, he strutted up to the Pagan, and thus 
began his harangue — “ How now, slave ! 
what dost thou here ? this part is only for 
those in power and office : thou seemest a 
bold rogue — I hope I shall not have to 
teach thee thy duty by coercive measures. 
I have made thee some promises, and con- 
descended to talk to thee ; but if thou dost 
presume, thou mayest forfeit my indul- 
gences, a)id, at the expence of thy comfort, 
learn my authority : wlio dost thou think 
I am, or what dost thou think I am ?” 

The slave cast a contemptuous look 
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upon the thing, and answered — “ Who 
thou art, I liave not given my thoughts 
the trouble to discover — Vihat thou art, 
would certainly mpch puzzle my inge- 
nuity to find out. I iWY call thee man, 
as having the organs of speech, and kno^v-. 
ing so perfectly well liow to direct them 
in their exercise*; but wlien 1 look upon 
thy form, tljen do my senses waver as to 
the reality of the being. If thou wast 
really intended for one of the human spe- 
cies, Nature \\«ts certainly drunk when she 
compounded thee, or else trusted thy for- 
mation to some unskilful assistant, and 
then, when finished, suffered thee to pass- 
out of mere courtesy, or as a freak to fur- 
ther prove the diversity of her humour.” 

This answer most confoundedly scratdi- 
ed the spleen of the dwarf; he sidled, 
and trampled, much after the fashion of a 
young camel on a hot floor, when being 
taught to dance; then blowing out his 
cheeks, and making his great head appear 
like a full inflated balloon, he began his 

VOL. II. D 
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Speech—" Thou impudent Pagan heathen, 
if I was hut to give the word, thy ungod- 
ly skin would be whipped from thy devil- 
ish bones, and right indeed would it serve 
thee ; but go her.ce, before thou makest 
,’me further angry, and sing songs of praises 
to thy father Beelzebub for thy deliver- 
ance.” 

At this speech, Sadak laughed most 
tormentingly in the face of the irritated 
lump of self-conceit, and said, pointing at 
the same time to the reservoir — " Look, 
thou breathing boaster, at the finny crea- 
tion in yonder clear water,.! maik with 
what pride they sport and play, and dis- 
play their gold and silver-coloured scales 
to the glorious sun — if thou dost further 
6pen thy mouth to my discomfiture, I 
will hurl thee headlong amongst them ; 
and although thy glittering, spangled 
dress may make thee known in thine own 
element, there thou wilt most certainly 
pass for a strange odd fish. But a truce to 
this foolery, and render thee and myself 
some service,, by directing me where to find 
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Monrod, officer of the guard ; this do, and 
I will thank thee,*and be grateful.” 

This, in some part, appeased the anger, 
and tickled the curiosity of the captain ; 
what was it possible a iSl,ave could have to 
do with the captain of the guard ? to»ilnd 
out the secret he was determined, if hu- 
man art or cunning could do it. He then^ 
as the most likely method, twisted his 
face into an odd sort of form, which he 
meant for a sort of smile, and said — “ Slave, 
I do believe "thee a merry wag, and, as 
such, shall pass thy raillery ; but what is 
thy mission ',vith the seignior Monrod ? he 
is a moros^e and most reserved officer; he 
will but ill brook thy volatile behaviour ; 
let me convey thy business, and fear not 
to let me be the bearer.” 

Sadak saw at once the drift of the 
dwarf, and answered — “ That cannot be ; 
I have that belonging to me yet, of most 
inestimable worth to more than one about 
the castle; it was dropped incautiously, 
where I picked it up. I have already 
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made up my mind with whom to deposit 
it ; and if that cannot lie done, then shall 
it remain in mine own custody.” 

Little Tabcl’s hands-involuntarily sought 
if his purse was iw safety, then rummaged 
.fi’e.m one pocket to the other, to find if all 
M'as secure ; but, however, no loss could 
he discover : it then struck him he migllt 
turn this account, some way or other, to 
his own interest, and replied — “ Good 
slave — I do forget thy name — if thou hast 
aught to sell, thou wilt not find a more 
liberal purchaser than I.” 

To which Sadak answered — “ That I 
have T mean to sell — but thou canst never 
be the buyer; I came honestly by it, and 
honestly will I part with it.” 

“ Good fellow,” replied Tabel, “ thou 
dost not understand our marketing; ojie 
man’s gold is as good as another’s; and I 
do command thee, if thou hast aught for 
sale, that I be dealt with as the first bar- 
gainer; for know I will not be trifled 
with ; and if thou wilt not fairly give up 
that thou hast, I will report thee to those 
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who may force thy worth away, and give 
thee stripes for thy''payment.” 

“ Wliat I have to dispose of is not a 
commodity for thy dealing,” answered 
Sadak. “ Know then, '^urk, it is honesty, 
therefore useless to offer at thy mart.” 

At this moment they were joined by 
Monrod and Nulac, whom curiosity had » 
brought thitlicr, seeing the little eunuch 
in such close confab with a slave. 

Tabcl began to think Sadak was but 
fooling him, aod did not wish the degra- 
dation to meet the knowledge of his fel- 
low-officers ; therefore turned about to sa- 
lute his brethren ; and when he mention- 
ed the name of Monrod, Sadak caught 
the sound, and exclaimed — “ Who an- 
swered to JMonrod, officer of the guard?” 

The old soldier instantly replied — “ I 
am Monrod, and Monrod ever will re- 
main.” 

Sadak, fixing his eyes on him, conti- 
nued — “ And, but for me, might not be 
Monrod long. If thou art Monrod, I 
have something for thy private hearing.” 
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Thou seemest a slave,” was thQ»reply, 
“ and may have some frick in this, to fool 
with me, and turn it to thy advantage.” 

Sadak looked indignant at this, and 
said — “If what I have to say is not worth 
th^ ' hearing, I can keep it.” 

Monrod looked him full in the face, 
and replied — “ This bluntness in thee 
should be honesty, and honesty should 
ever claim the ear, howe’^er galling to the 
hearer it may be : further to thy purpose, 
slave; and if thy errand merits a reward, 
thou shalt have it — honesty would have 
all men ever call me.” 

Sadak said — “ I have already told thee, 
what I have shall be given to thy ear 
only — thou hast now to please thyself.” 

’TMonrod then bade Sadak follow him 
to his own apartment, which was on the 
instant complied with, and which doing 
added much to the chagrin of Tabcl, 
who felt mortified that he was balked in 
finding out the secret. 

The slave and officer were no sooner 
safely secreted in the privacy of Monrod’s 
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chambur, than the following communica- 
tion took place. — First tell me, officer,” 
said Sadak, “ if thou art indeed Monrod, 
chief of this castle guard ?” 

Monrod answered in the affirmative. 

“ And dost thou know a principal, <?aiil-. 
ed Sebastian, here ?” he continued. 

“ I do,” was tlie reply, “ for as subtle a , 
villain as ever disgraced Cairo.” 

“ Then look well to thyself from him,” 
observed Sadak ; “ for treachery is awake, 
and hovers about this place, in a form so 
horrid, that, when it shall further appear, 
will terrify man almost past his believing. 
Hear me, Turk ! as a short time since I 
lurked beneath the harem wall, I there 
overheard two fiends, yet shaped as men, 
in deep and frightful cogitations.” 

Monrod listened, and, with much emo- 
tion, hastily inquired if he had learnt their 
names ? 

“ One,” continued Sadak, “ did seem a 
vassal unto the other ; he that vassal was 
spoke the other, and named him Sebas- 
tian, but wished that he could hail him 
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caliph of Cairo, and which this eight’s 
plot was to accomplish.' Thou art mark- 
ed too, old man. — But before I further 
proceed in this disclosure, swear to me, if 
oaths can bind th,V' word and ])romise, if I 
si^i‘;ld save thine and Elmuton’s life, you 
will restore to me that which you hold of 
mine ?” 

JNIonrod answered, with some surprise — 
“ I liold of no man’s that I should not 
have.” 

“ I am,” replied the PagaiT, “ your pur- 
chased slave, and my services little ; I 
make but one to swell your pageant out, 
and magnify your vanity : thou, hast rob- 
bed me of my freedom — yet more than 
freedom you hold here of mine.” 

^'he old soldier, with much impatience, 
said — “ Good slave, disclose but that 
which your tongue so firmly binds, and 
name but that which your anxious wish 
would recover, and, by my honest word, 
thou shalt be sati.sficd to the full !” 

Sadak continued — “ Within the harem 
here, you one, have got, that Heavell pro- 
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pitio^p had made mine own ; and when 
this truth, this horrid truth, shall be de- 
veloped all, let us then have free passage 
to pass to our native homes your avarice 
hath robbed us oT — pfoinise, and sware 
me this, Turk — then the important secret 
you unlock.” 

The veteran’s anxiety was now assuming 
a fearful height, and, with much fervency, 
he exclaimed — “ By my holy faith, I 
swear to further thy wishes ! Now, Pagan, 
proceed to ease my racking bosom ; this 
tardiness of thine is but a mock of time 
and consequences.” 

Sadak then resumed — “ Does the ca- 
liph this night hold a banquet?” 

“ He doth so propose to do,” was the 
answer. 

“ Then,” continued the slave, “ mind 
with whom you drink, and inspect nar- 
rowly what you drink ; for this same Se- 
bastian hath charged his creature, whom 
he calls Saldan, with such an artful and 
ingenious poison, that is for ever to de- 
prive’lhe caliph Elmuton of his senses.” 

D 3 
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The Mussulman, at hearing this, indig- 
nantly exclaimed, with' voice half-choked 

“ Oh, the foul and hell-born serpent ! 
ungrateful recreant ! thus to bite the 
friendly hand that' feeds and fosters him ! 
but retribution is at hand — Yes, holy pro- 
phet of my fathers, retribution is. at hand.” 
Then turning on Sadak, he continued — 
“ But, in the name of all thy hope here 
and hereafter, proceed truly, slave, with 
the damned plot — say, what of me? speak !” 

Sadak proceeded. — “ A deadly poison, 
Monrod, is for thee prepared — so subtle 
and certain, that stops for ever thy mortal 
career.” 

The astonished Turk crossed his hands 
on his breast, then devoutly and fervently 
turning towards the east, bowed his head 
thrice to the floor ; his manner bespoke 
his gratitude, his fervency, his thanks: 
with a sort of silent whisper, he returned 
the great Father of all praise for his pre- 
servation. In prayer he remained prostrate 
for a short time. Sadak witnessed the 
scene with emotion; and taking ’Idvan- 
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tage of the opportunity, addressed the 
Throne of Grace through his own accus- 
tomed medium. 

The period was too limited that passed 
thus : the rigid Malwmetan and rude 
Pagan in the same room, bending, ’in 
prayer, to the same Supreme. Oh, what 
pity that cereihony should cost so much 
blood and misery ! th^t different forms, 
w’hen they lead to the same point, should 
make tlie image of God such a savage and 
incarnate devil ! 

Monrod was some time before he suffi- 
ciently recovered himself to be again able 
to address his preserver ; he several times 
traversed the apartment, with his palm on 
his forehead, as deeply ruminating ; now 
would he stop, as determined in his* re- 
solves, and as suddenly break off again, 
and hastily pace the floor. At length, as 
fixed what to do, he halted before Sadak, 
and thus spoke — “ Now, my honest Pa- 
gan, to take this crocodile in his own 
snare : you, good fellow, shall with me 
straight to the caliph’s banquet, and there, 
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before the weak, deluded Elmuton, shall 
this treacherous villain ’be unmasked ; all 
the hidden fiends that he to his aid may 
call, shall not protect «him from my just 
revenge. Keep y6u near my person, Sa- 
dak, but observe a strict silence, until I 
shall give j^ou the proper cue to speak ; 
for we have such a cunning demon to 
cope withal, that at every point must we 
be prepared. But fear not you ; I know' 
Elmuton well ; and Sebastian 1 too long 
have known. Remain you here — I will 
about the castle, as usual, and when the 
time shall arrive, then will we^ boldly and 
fearlessly, to the presence of the great and 
mighty viceroy, wdiere you, for your ser- 
vices, shall meet a due reward, and be 
hailed Cairo’s preserver — where Elmuton 
shall blush at his errors, I glut on my re- 
venge, and Sebastian sink in his own infa- 
my, the execration of men, and the sport 
of devils ! 
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CHAP.TER in. 


So where our wide Nuniidian wastes extend, 
Sudden the iinpe^aioiis hurricanes descend ; 
Wiacl thro’ the air, in circling eddies play. 

Tear up the sandh, and bwecp vvhole plains away. 
The helpless traveller, with wild surprise, 

Sees the dry deseri all around him rise, 

And, smother’d in the dusty wdiirlwind, dies.” 


The little sportive muse has just jogged 
our recollection, and informed us, it is 
quite time to look after acquaintances, 
that have, for some sj)ace, not been heard 
of: if we have been remiss in our atten- 
tions, we most humbly beg pardon for the 
unpoliteness ; and as the ci-devant prince 
Felix was left in the custody of four black 
guards, we must naturally suppose a gen- 
tleman of his breeding cannot be in the 
most comfortable situation imaginable; 
therefore, as most likely, from what has 
recently transpired, there w’ll ultimately 
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be a most confounded hubbub about Mr. 
Elmuton’s ears, we wiH refresh ourselves 
with a country excursion, that more strong 
we may return, to encounter our share of 
whatever is to liappen'at Grand Cairo. 

We have already said, the season of the 
year that our adventures take place was 
the most sultry in this part of Egypt ; and 
then generally prevails too such hot, yet 
boisterous hurricanes, that sometimes whole 
caravans, villages, and large tracts of fer- 
tile land, are buried beneath these im- 
mense bodies of sand, which, seen at a dis- 
tance, resemble heavy and darkening 
clouds, and sometimes huge moving moun- 
tains. If passengers are overtaken by 
these phenomena, their only preservation 
likely is, by laying the face to the ground, 
and, as securely as possible, stopping every 
orifice, to prevent the gritty particles from 
penetrating, but which is almost an im- 
possibility ; for so subtle is their quality, 
that crevices, impervious nearly to light 
or air, cannot withstand the invasion of 
this oriental pnemy. 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 63 

When the durab creation find one of 
these sand-storms approaching, by instinct 
they bury their nostrils as far into the 
surface of the earth -as they can penetrate, 
and thus remain until fflie frightful visita- 
tion passes. 

The season of the Fifty Winds, so call- 
ed from tlie power held by that element 
for as many days, is marked by drought 
and pestilence, with all their concomitant 
attendants ; yet, in this inhospitable time 
was the youn'g and beautiful youth driven 
a marked outcast from the civil society ol' 
man, and sent upon a pilgrimage, the 
completion of which, under the restric- 
tions laid upon him, no human capability 
could sustain. By night the traveller’s 
only resource is to seek the shelter of the 
caravansary; but so sparingly are these poor 
accommodations scattered over the face of 
a country where, in many parts, roads are 
no guide, and where' the passenger leaves 
no track behind, to lead the after wan- 
derer, that often the open skies alone are 
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their covering, and their course traced by 
the heavenly bodies. 

But be it understood, not such an aw- 
ful picture as this doc« every part of this 
ancient and renp^vnccl country present; 
nearer to the banks of the wondrous and 
marvellous Nile, where sluices aye cm, and 
.the country rendered truitful by this 
miracle of waters (if 1 may be allowed 
that expression, and I think 1 may from 
tiie wonder of its working) — where this 
happens, perhaps the dice ’of earth can 
scarcely prodiKte such another paradise. 

Through boili these exti*^es lay the 
path to be pursued by the subjects of our 
narrative; but before they have passed 
beyond the reach where kind nature seems 
not to have cntirc'ly forsaken the earth, 
let us hope that may befall which may 
enable them to combat with difficulties 
more even handed, and wherewithal to 
cope w ith extremities. But w'C must not 
pretend to open the book of fate, and 
pencil out our own destinies — that is wise- 
ly forbidden ;• and often is extravagant an- 
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ticipation punished with disappointment. 
I’lius ever did, and ever will run the mor- 
tal career of man. 

After the burlesque, yet frightful caval- 
cade, consisting of the ‘ denounced Felix 
and his guard, had passed the outer walls- 
of the citadel, no impediment offered to 
prevent their jirogress; stragglers were 
seen passing and repassing; but the con- 
ducting of a prisoner in any way mys- 
terious was no nox’eltv, and therefore ere- 
ated but little curiosity. Nor ivas it the 
season of the year for the road they had 
to pursue to be much frequented; it was 
the highway common for the inland 
Christian merchants to travel generally, 
but no caravan or public transaction being- 
now on foot, the course was left unmo- 
lested. 

Day broke early upon them : the in- 
tense heat of the sun soon rendered tra- 
velling a toilsome task ; and at the dis- 
tance of about seven English miles, Cairo’s 
towers from this side had disappeared ; 
when the Arabs consulted, and agreed to 
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halt until the heat of day should subside. 
For this purpose they sought the refresh- 
ing shelter of a small grove, composed of 
the locust, date, fig, olive, and palm trees ; 
here they made a*’kind of encampment — 
the mules were unburtliened, the men 
disencumbered of their trappings, and the 
dejected Felix commanded to remain at a 
short distance from the tent of his keepers, 
and to herd with their beasts, in the best 
shelter he could procure. 

The disconsolate youth replied not to 
this degradation, but threrv his wearied 
frame beneath the spreading branches of 
an olive, the unripe fruit of which served 
poorly to moisten his parched palate ; and, 
as a further relief, he threw off’ his pil- 
grim’s outer garment; and, as it fell to 
the earth, what was his surprise to find 
several hard-baked small cakes, highly 
seasoned with spices and garlic, and of a 
most satisfying nature, obtrude from the 
side lining! In his travel his mind was 
so occulted, he scarcely noticed what his 
habiliments ^vere; but now that his fiafr. 
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seemed finally cast, he became more tran- 
quil and resigned. ^ But nature, wearied 
with excess, was fast exfiausting within 
him, and the sight of this unexpected and 
needful refreshment prompted him to par- 
take. As he was recovering his garment,, 
he further discovered a flask, filled with 
wine of the most nourishing quality ; of 
this too he sparingly and cautiously re- 
freshed himself, taking the utmost care to 
prevent the observation of his hardened 
keepers, who were revelling and banquet- 
ing within their tent, and killing time 
with the sport of the dice. He inwardly re- 
turned a prayer for this unlooked-for be- 
nefit, but knew not what mortal to name 
in his benediction for this timel}'’ support. 

But it is quite necessary the reader should 
be let into the secret. It may be remem- 
bered, the renowned captain Tabel took 
upon himself the office of robing the out- 
cast ere he left the octagon court of the 
castle, and the great anxiety he exhibited 
lest any one should offer to assist him in 
the accomplishment; how be succeeded 
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SO far has long appeared. The thought 
struck him to do thus when first the young 
prince was condemned, that he would 
somehow or other be instrumental in his 
endeavour to suifjdy tlie calls of nature 
for the first part of his journey, for he 
cherished the hope some cause or other 
might transpire to defeat the intentions of 
his enemies; and in case he should be de- 
tected in his doing, and his scheme mis- 
carry, he had a cunning subterfuge and 
thumping lie at his great tofig\ie’s end to 
answer all purposes. lie intended, if this 
secret hoard shoidd chance to be discover- 
ed, to say it there must have remained 
since the last feast of the Ramadan, when 
the dress %as worn in masquerade by some 
about the court ; thus he run but little 
hazard, to render a most itn])ortant ser- 
vice to his beloved voun<; friend, ajid for- 
rner benefactor ; and never was poor poet 
more pleased when he received a live- 
pound note for a work, which miglit pro- 
duce to the purchaser some hundreds, 
than was thii^ pigmy knight of duplicity 



oniENTAI. AVAXDEIIINGS. 69 

deliuiitc'd wIkii he saw his invention sue- 
cced, and the gates closed on it ; and never 
would he have ceased talking of it, had 
not the misery of Pelix’s last appearance 
driven tlie recollection fl-gm his mind. 

No j)artieular occurrence took place' 
worth reca^rdin^ to our travellers, until 
towai'ds the closing of the third day of 
their departure from the city of Cairo ; one 
of the Arabs, ho\j'fcver, seemed somewhat 
touched by the helpless situation of the 
wretched Felix, and would occasionally 
let drop, as by accident, from the panniers 
of liis mule, a ))iece of ju'ovision, or a little 
dried fruit, and by his manner make his 
prisoner understand the purpose it was 
f'.'r. I'liis, with his own store, m some 
degree sustained nature, much to the as- 
tonishment of his guards. 

Twice or thrice had the prince perceiv- 
ed one of the Arabs let loose a carrier 
pigeon, charged with a billet, which, as 
soon as it gained its favourite element, 
took its departure in the direction cd‘ 
Cairo. This was a secret order of Sebas- 
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tian’s to the guard, and conveyed him 
private information how tlie expedition 
was going forward. 

They had now reached nearly to the 
margin of the ^y^jllow desert, and where 
the wretched Felix looked forward to be 
his grave, llis feet had long since be- 
come raw with walking, and after resting 
a«6hort time, his lower extremities would 
swell and stiffen, that each succeeding 
starting became more and more difficult. 

Their distance from the Capital was now 
about thirty Flnglish miles, and breaking 
off in a direction where vegetation visibly 
diminished, and the track become more 
perplexing. As nearer they drew toward 
the fearful and barren plain, t!ic greater 
was their danger of sand-storms, and the 
violence of the elements. 

The lamp of day was declining, and 
the Arabs hurrying forward to make the 
last place of security formed by human 
hands, where they intended to rest awhile 
ere they commenced their march across 
the sandy way : they had yet some short 
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distance to go ; a hot and parching wind 
sprung up ; the atmosphere darkened by 
clouds of dust, arising from the west, 
whicli threw such » veil before the reced- 
ing sun, as damped tlhe intensity of his 
rays, yet left the orb perceptible, and. 
shewed' it in all the varied colours of the 
rainbow, with a'dimmed brilliancy. 

Fortunately, tliis hurricane passed !WO 
far on their side, as little to annoy them. 
A sullen stillness reigned over all for a 
short time, as 'though nature had suspend- 
ed her functions; but not long did this 
calm remain — the vivid lightning flashed 
and sported in sheets upon the thirsty 
surface of the sand — angry clouds in quick 
succession rose — the distant thifhder was 
heard murmuring in the air, and all sur- 
rounding animation appeared astounded. 
The terrified mules faltered and groaned 
with thirst : the Arabs, superstitious and 
ignorant, passed their horrible curses on 
Felix, and upbraided him with sorcery, 
and being instrumental in causing so dire a 
tempest. When he offered, his prayers 
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and supplications to Heaven, they charged 
him with making incahtations, and raising 
spells. Each succeeding peal and horror- 
creating crash provoked their l)lasj)heiny. 
At length, tired «ivitli their foul im})reca- 
. tions, they insisted on his advanciner some 
distance. 

This was done. The {ntidels then un- 
strapped their luggage, and sheltered them- 
selves in a hastily-erected tent. 

Felix cast his swimming eyes around ; 
no ])lace was to be found* to screen his 
devoted body— a hard and rugged rock 
only served him to thro^v his weary 
limbs upon, and there he lay exjioscd to 
the open face of heaven, to bear the 
brunt of conflicting elcinents. The bet- 
ter to secure his tcndi r organs of sight 
from the relentless and impetuous blasts 
of the angry cloiuks, he had folded 
his arms, and lay prostrate* on his face ; 
while thu.s, his whole mind and soul ab- 
sorbed in prayer, such a violent concus- 
sion shook the earth, that he started on 
his feet, supposing the awful hour of ge- 
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neval annihilation was at hand. Before 
he had well recovered the shock and con- 
stcrnation, his ears were assailed with 
dreadful cries and iHiman shrieks. Sud- 
denly he turned to wlicre he had left his 
guards. Oh, what a soul-ap]>alling sight 
was there ! The thick canvas-covering of 
the Arabs’ tent Fay a mouldering smother 
upon the ground; the four beasts w»e 
prostrate ; two Arabs stood fixed as sta- 
tues. His first impulse was to give as- 
sistance. Like the wind in swiftness he 
flew over the space between them; but 
when he gained the spot, in turn became 
almost petrified at the sight before him : 
the mules, with eyes distended, and tongues 
forced outside their gaping moitths, lay 
dead, and distorted in form. One Arad 
w-as seen with half his bodv obtruding be- 
yond the cindered remains of the tent, 
breathless and gone. 

This was the first care of the affrighted 
youth, to extricate the spectacle from the 
burning embers, doing which he discover- 
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ed his comrade beneath the mass of smoke 
and ashes; him he also brought to the 
light. Ah, what a sight was there to be- 
hold ! his stricken limbs were distorted ; 
his eyes almost forced from their sockets ; 
his garments rent and torn from part of 
his body ; and tlic vital spark hatl been 
wrested in a moment from both, by the 
imperceptible force of the penetrating 
flash. The two survivors stood as ghastly 
monuments of horror. 

It appears they had left' the tent but a 
minute before, to look for their charge, 
when angry Jove darted his fire in that 
direction, and hurled their eonijianions 
with a momentary blast into eternity ! 

Felix pondered ovc r the scene in aw- 
ful contemplation, and inwardly praised 
the peculiar Providence he seemed under, 
with all his accumulated misery. It was 
some time before the two wretched men 
sufliciently recovered to be sensible of their 
situation, and the terrible visitation that 
had deprived them of their comrades and 
mules. 



OEIENTAL WANDERINGS. 75 

The storm was now subsiding, and the 
wind abating ; and as the guar<|s became 
awake to the deprivation they were doom- 
ed to endure, they seemed to seek no con- 
solation in prayer, or, with becoming for- 
titude, bow to the Divine dispensation.. 
After taking a full survey of their calami- 
ty, they threw tbemselves on the ground, 
and wept most piteously. When this fit 
had worn itself out in excess, they again 
commenced their abuse on the unhappy 
prisoner, and but for a kind of awe they 
now felt toward him, as they would for a 
renowned sorcerer, he would have fallen a 
victim to their blood-thirsty rage. A 
trembling fear took possession of them, 
and they dreaded to remain on the fatal 
spot of death. They left it, commanding 
1 elix to follow at some distance. They 
shortly entered a ravine, and had not pro- 
ceeded far, ere a sense of their calamity 
again aroused them to almost desperation. 

At a little distance was seen the ruinous 
remains of a building, that by its splendid 
E 2 
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decay, bespoke it once ennobled, but now 
so far gope, that no human being was 
supposed to lodge there. The wolves had 
awoke, and their distant howling bespoke 
the horrors of night were fast approach- 
ing. 

The Arabs here remained some paces 
.behind, and appeared to be in earnest and 
intent consultation, now and then casting 
such a horror-striking glance toward their 
charge, as filled the breast of the distressed 
prince with tlie most fearful apprehensions. 

The storm seemed hushed but for a 
moment, and the contending skies, as if 
refreshed by the short suspension of tu- 
mult, again rattled through tlie atmo- 
sphere ; and howding echo gave a double 
dread, as it responded in the hollo ra- 
vine. 

Felix contemplated this wonderful work 
of nature, and in retrospection viewed 
over again the scene he had so lately wit- 
nessed in dreadful reality. Now his mind 
felt the full force of his newly-embraced 
opinions, and with a solemn fervency de- 
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livered his overcharged bosom in the fol- 
lowing address : — 

Oil, gracious Heaven^i ! calm your angry mood, 

And make up this drcivdful cpntentioii ; 

Each element iseems the other to beset, 

And what comes between the fearful crash 
Find? annihilation certain. 

The crasR, when ^ent, what awful silence reigub ! 

No cooling breath now stirs to fan the heat. 

Here let unbelievers find their answer, 

And with the insulted Deity make peace, 

Who thus in fearfut voice so loud proclaims 
A dire day shall come, time shall be no more, 

Men with fear shall quake, the earth with fervency 
Shall pass aw'ay, aud this our nature sink 
To nothingness and oblivion all.^' 


As the devout prince was delivering this 
ejaculation, his savage keepers eyed and 
watched him with demoniac scrutiny, and 
when he had finished, by turns they passed 
and repassed him, giving such looks as con- 
veyed to the mind of the poor outcast they 
bad at last determined on his destruction. 
He felt resigned to liis fate, and yet en- 
deavoured as much as possible, by his 
manners, not to let it be perceived by his 
brutal attendants. 
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Again they whispered, and when com- 
ing face to face with their victim, the 
foremost thus accosted him — “ Curses 
light on thy fell arid bewitching faith, 
that raised this^ storm to our destruction 
and our overthrow ! Two such brave 
Arabs as thy infernal spells have destroy- 
ed, Egypt in her pride before could never 
boast.” 

When he had ended this curse, he dart- 
ed such a look on the prince, as made the 
wretched youth shudder! The other 
Arab caught up the strain, and continued 
— “ The infernal imp hath moved the 
angry spirits by his hellish invocations ! 
nor will they now be pacified, or remain 
long still, until we have sacrificed him to 
their revenge ! — Thou devil,” he said, at 
the same time lowering his brow, and 
levelling his sight, that was so dreadfully 
charged with malignant ire, full on the 
prince, “ I have a mind to cut thy throat 
at once, to still this storm, and rid our- 
selves of such a dangerous task !” 

Felix, with as much composure as he 
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was able to summon, answered the fright- 
ful savage — “ As thou hopest for mercy, 

■ fellow, stain not thy soul with my inno- 
cent blood, nor clog th)'^ fate with so foul 
a deed. Have patience but for a little, 
and thy orders will be fairly executed 
short will be the time ere I shall dio from 
want — my parCned tongue now cleaves 
to my festered lips, in need of moisture, 
and this overwhelming heat my respira- 
tion stops.” 

“ Fools !” cried the ferocious guard, 
“ fools that we were to let you stray before, 
when that fatal and sultry blast robbed 
us of our comrades and our mules! Had 
you but fallen, all had then been well ; but 
no, the fiends that raised this storm by thy 
conjuration, sent it alone for our distress.” 

The soul of Felix recoiled at this open 
and barefaced blasphemy, and he replied — 
“ Say not so, Arab, nor live thus in error ; 
believe it was the work of angry Heaven, 
who knew the inward machinations of 
thy mind against my unoffending life; 
believe it sent as a warning of thy danger ; 
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then proceed no further, but ask forgive- 
ness for the past, and be grateful to a su- 
preme power, that thy guilty life is spared.” 

At this the Arab’s anger distorted his 
sable countenance, and he looked an evil 
• spirit of another world; almost choking 
with rage, he exclaimed — “ 13id us ask for- 
giveness for our tardiness, and, as a repara- 
tion, send at once thy wicked life afloat, 
thou apostate ! changing thy faith hath so 
off’endcd Heaven, as well as thy father, 
Elmuton ; and now by both art thou dis- 
carded ! thou hast sold thy soul to devils, 
and now are they become tired of waiting 
for their prey, and have raised, this storm 
in contention with thy guardian imps!” 

The prince now clearly saw their aim 
and fixed determination was his life ; he 
felt it, as it were, already escaped, and for 
a moment answered not : he recovered, 
and once more accosted his unrelenting 
keepers — “ This tearful storm was raised 
by the Power above, and be assured, 
Arab, those below have no power in it.” 

He then clasped his hands in an agony. 
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and cast his eyes upward. Thus he re- 
mained, when the infuriated monster ve- 
* hemently drew his weapon from his girdle, 
and, with frightful, vociferation, cried — 
“ What! again at thj hellish incanta- 
tions ! I’ll hear no more — but thus at. 
once to stop this strife, and thy impious 
breath ” 

Here he was about to make a furious 
attack on the defenceless youth, who re- 
plied — “ Hold ! hold thy arm, and be not 
such a coward ! Thou secst I have no 
weapon to defend my wretched life, or 
thou shouldst not have it thus cheaply.’’ 

The insulting and merciless tormentors, 
when they heard this, burst into a taunt- 
ing and loud laugh, replying — “ Well 
said, saucy renegado ! Art thou become 
so brave to dare us two ? Wo accept thy 
challenge ; so take my sword, and have a 
Ijuffet with my fellow ; and then if thou 
fall, be thy death on thine own head !” 

Felix consented. 

This well suited the Arabs, who doubt- 
ed not to make an easy conquest ; and as 
E 3 
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the prince received the weapon, and drew 
himself up to his proper bearing, the twain 
savage desperadoes chuckled with each 
other, and with much mockery and tanta- 
lizing ceremony f repared for the onset. 

The superior manner of the young 
prince’s bringing up had given him a 
knowledge of all the masterly exercises, 
such as riding, tilting, fencing, and -the 
like; but at the latter he was generally 
allowed to be preeminent, and much excel 
his companions. But this was when the 
spirit of health and comfort beamed a- 
round, and when happiness held her em- 
pire o’er his bosom. What then was now 
his chance, with the sad reverse ? despera- 
tion only — desperation, with nought but 
the vital spark expifing on the brink of 
eternity to second its efforts. His arm 
was enervated by famine and disease ; his 
courage trampled on by infamy and brutail 
usage. No darling hope for his buckler- 
no fair prospect of happiness for his re- 
ward. Alone he stood, at fearful odds, 
weak and delnlitated. But as the embers 
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of some once-renowned city, which the 
cruel hand of tyranny had levelled in 
ashes to the ground, so 'stood the once- 
proud and lusty prince, but now, alas ! the 
lost and disregardeddFel^x. His quivering 
spirit made an effort, which arose with a 
flush in his sallow cheek, and fire in his 
sunken eye. AVith a front and valour 
that somewhat startled his opponents, and 
a determined voice, he cried aloud — “ Come 
on, thou foul and damned fiend ! fain 
would I bid thee stand as a man, but that 
thou art a disgrace to the species. Come 
on, infidel !” 

The Arab drew himself into a ferocious 
attitude, qnd with savage exultation ex- 
claimed — “ Now, thou foul and accursed 
Christian, stand in«»thine own defence ! 
Be bold, devil r 

By a dexterous defence the prince par- 
ried the first thrust, and threw his antago- 
nist so completely off his guard, that ere 
he could recover, the weapon of Felix 
had passed through his neck; this was 
followed with such quick receding ac- 
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tion, that the youth was far enough back, 
and waiting to receive the Arab’s second 
assault. This proved a faint one ; the 
prince made a desperate return, and buried 
the still-reeking blade deep in the sable 
bosom of his enemy : he shrieked and fell. 
His companion was astounded, and leant 
over the dying body as if stiij)ified. 

The prince was overcome and breath- 
less, and saw not the fair opportunity that 
offered, for him to rid himself lor ever of 
his remaining foe. The departing Arab 
gave a horrid groan, and his polluted spirit 
fled. 

The survivor, half frantic, now wrested 
the sword from the dead man’s gripe, and 
turning like a Avounded hyena on the 
undismayed youth, uttered, with a ghast- 
ly grin — “ Blast thy fiend- protected for- 
tune ! thou shalt not live long to boast 
thy victory.” 

He then began a most desperate en- 
counter, and laid about him with such 
fury, as beat down aH the science of poor 
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Felix, who early received a wound in the 
sword arm, that bled profusely. 

They had, during the time of altercation 
and scuffle, come nearly to the isolated 
ruins, in the vacant crevices of which the 
clang of their arms vibrated, and seemed to 
make a doublefold encounter. The un- 
fortunate youth now began to feel most 
distressingly the superiority of his antago- 
nist ; he found his strength failing — his 
spirit despairing) and his breath ebbing. 
To sw'allow was now become impossible ; 
his sight swam, and, as a last effort of na- 
ture, he made a desperate energetic blow, 
that felled the Arab, and with its force 
brought him to the ground also. They 
both lay panting ; a beam of hope flashed 
across his mind ; btlt it was too late — he 
found himself going ; one drop of drink, 
to relax his burning throat, might perhaps 
save his life, but that, alas ! was not to be 
had. As he sat and leaned on his elbow, 
his eyes unwittingly caught the stream- 
ing wound in his arm : the blood flowed 
fresh and copiously ; lie apjilied his parch- 
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ed lips — the gash poured forth balsam ; 
he sucked deep — he srt allowed; again his 
respiration flowed — his sight became clear, 
and again he lived : he.strove to rise — alas ! 
his limbs refusedo their office, and again 
he sunk to the earth ; his senses lived now 
too acutely. 

The Arab was recovering, and near 
him, who now looked round, and saw his 
victim prostrate: he started on his legs, 
and placing one foot on the breast of his 
subdued captive, like a basilisk he flx^d 
his eyes on him : he spoke not, but grin- 
ned, and with an hysterical laugh held his 
weapon high in the air ; and, as determin- 
ed to suspend the fatal stroke until he had 
glutted his eyes on the miserable condi- 
tion of the victim in his clutches, he stood 
thus fixed in hellish exultation. 

Felix had ceased to speak or move. 
He was dead to this world. 
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CHARTER IV. 


Child, thou dost little know this wicked world. 

When once misfortune lowers, then is the time 
To prove our friends — IVe ever found it so. 

But when the sunbeams of power shine full, 

Vice is virtue ca|^M — infamy divine. Original* 

The Arab stood thus, enjoying his brutal 
triumph with' a Satanic satisfaction, when 
a voice from the broken and decayed pa- 
rapet above liis head, with a hoarse accent 
and loud, cried — “ Hold ! hold there ! and 
let some one see fair play.’’ 

The savage was startled; and ere he 
could recover from his consternation, a 
motley-dressed and curious figure of a 
man leaped down on him, and in an in- 
stant he found himself disarmed. So sud- 
denly was he assailed, he offered no resist- 
ance, but staring, remained as one struck 
dumb. 
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A shrill whistle from the stranger echoed 
throughout the surrounding space, and 
struck so forcibly on the senses of the 
prostrate prince, as to make him start, 
which the Arab obsei’ving, exclaimed, in 
a rage — “ Curses on thy infernal art, that 
raised this imp to thy aid, at the very cri- 
sis that thy black and charged soul was 
taking its flight to pe rdition !'’ 

There had, for a long space of time, 
lurked in these ruins we have spoken of, 
a horde of gipsies, that had held their re- 
sidence with such secrecy, as to be totallj', 
or nearly so, unknown to the inhabitants 
of the country, which race of people are 
now to be found in almost every civilized 
part of the world, but came originally 
from Egypt, and still remain there in great 
numbers, using many arts of a mysterious 
nature, and have great influence over 
their credulous countrymen, and, most 
likely, will still remain so to do, while su- 
perstition holds so strong an ascendancy. 
But most probably we may have a pretty 
deal to do with the head gentleman of 



ORIENTAL WANDE' iNGS. 89 . 

this fraternity, that so unexpected and un- 
ceremoniously descended on tlie Arab, as 
well as ourselves, we will therefore no fur- 
ther digress at present; but suffice it to 
say, that his name is Kllrest, and king of 
the gipsies. 

When the Arab had finished speaking, 
and threw out such an uncourteous slur 
on his majesty Kilrest, that personage, 
bridled up his c<^nsequence, and strutting 
toward him, brandished the wrested sword, 
and with mightiness of manner in his W'ay, 
answered — “ Come, come, seignior Arab, 
be quiet, or !f;urb that unhallowed tongue 
of thine ; you, pcrha})s too soon for your 
comfort, may learn the authority I am 
here invested withal ; and, for thy infor- 
mation, let me tell thee I am a king, and 
this is my territory : and see, some of my 
queer court are now at hand.” 

At this moment a group of odd-look- 
ing fellows, in the costume of their master, 
appeared issuing from the ruins, at the 
sight of whom the Arab sunk into des- 
pondency, and hung his head, nor strove 
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to make any resistance. Kilrest only 
pointed towards the savage, and he was 
instantly surrounded, and became a well- 
guarded prisoner. 

His ragged, majesty next directed his 
.attention to poor Felix; he was soon 
raised from the ground, and restoratives 
plentifully applied ; and when his senses 
were sufficiently recovered, his first words 
were — “ Great God, for this deliverance I 
thank thee !” 

“ So, so,” quoth the gipsy chief, “ you 
are no Turk, I find, or you would call 
upon the holy ]>rophet: but look to him 
well, you ragged rascals,” he continued, 
addressing his attendants, “ the while I 
have some talk w'ith this dingy gentle- 
man.” He then gave the sword he held 
to one of his dependents, and putting his 
hands behind him, and coming to the 
front of the crest-fallen black, said — “ And 
you, if my judgment err not, must be an 
Arab. Oh, I hate all Arabs ! learn that, 
for thy future consolation. Ye were all 
ever bitter enemies to our independant 
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race. — Ay, what !” he continued, casting 
an eye on the dead savage, and turning 
the body over with his foot — “ yes, yes, 
sure enough was this a fellow of thine, 
but gone before thee, to* teJl the great de- 
vil, thy father, that thou art coming, and 
will soon be with him.” 

The poor Arab seemed perfectly to un- 
derstand this laconic speech, and answer- 
ed it with much«bitterness. — *• I wish the 
great devil of devils had thee fast bound !” 

In that wish I do not doubt thee,” 
was the reply : “ there, I think, thou tel- 
lest truth indeed; but as I have never 
been on sr.ch friendly terms with the gen- 
tleman you spoke of, I cannot think of 
visiting him yet ; but lest he should en- 
tertain company to-night, you shall quick- 
ly go, and add to his parfy. — Come, some 
of you — the stoutest in the trade,” speak- 
ing to his followers, “ and slip the bow- 
string round this saucy rebel’s neck, and 
hurl him, with his companion, into the 
chasm which the last earthquake made, 
and let them there, for a little while, find 
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a bed — we soon shall hear when supper- 
time is come ; the hyenas will, laughing, 
say grace over them, and thank us, howl- 
ing loud, for their good meal.” 

It seems the inonarch was a mighty 
lord, and much to be feared ; for no soon- 
er were his orders given, than execution 
took place; and before Felix could resume 
his strength sufficiently to plead for his 
hardened late keeper, w-hieli he was pre- 
paring to do, he saw him laying alongside 
his companion in iniquity, and, like him, 
a breathless corse. 

This precipitate deprivation of the mor- 
tal faculties, and siiddcn transportation to 
another world, much discomposed the lan- 
guishing youth, and made no very favour- 
able impression of the gipsy’s govern- 
ment, and most heartily he inwardly wish- 
ed himself beyond their jurisdiction. 

Kilrest, in a peremptory manner, asked 
wh^t the executioners were loitering about, 
that they did not instantly fulfil the rest 
of his commands ? 

This was enough; and soon, both the 
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quick and the dead disappeared down a 
turning of the ravine, an/1 left the dis- 
tressed prince and powerful king alone. 

Felix had by this* time much recover- 
ed his strength, and in tfiat-respect com- 
fortable. He turned toward the gipsy, 
and with courtesy addressed him. — “I am 
very ])Oor, my good preserver, and, for 
the present, my thanks alone must be thy 
reward.” 

“ Ay,” I'eplied Kilrcst, “ I am sorry 
you are poor, for we gipsies, at this time, 
are very j)oor, and fain would borrow, for 
the state’s gogd. We are not particular 
in that way, when avc meet })assengers 
that are wealthy, though they afterwards 
call it robbing them, to take a portion of 
what they have. — But tell me, youth, 
whence came you, and where going to?” 

In a sorrowful voice tiie disconsolate 
youth answered — “ Believe me, friend, I 
know not where to go ; but whence* I 
came — alas ! that recollection almost mad- 
dens me !” 

The ragged monarch at this evinced 
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much curiosity, and further asked — “ Then 
tell me who you are, and M’hat your pa- 
rents’ called ?” 

Felix betrayed much emotion, and 
knew not wUat'to say; but, at length, 
•thought it best, under the present circum- 
stances, to declare at once his birth, and 
thus replied — “ I was once ])roud to call 
the great caliph Elmuton my father, and 
then was Cairo my happy home.” 

His kingship, on hearing this, looked 
archly in the face of the prince, and said 
— “ Ay, ay — I understand ; th;it delicate 
face and handsome frame of thine, has 
been thy ruin ; but never mine], — the next 
time you offer it to the markets of the 
fair ones, be more cautious; you are not 
the first whose vanity has got them into a 
scrape. l*hysiognomy is my trade, and 
when I look on thine, I can find no linea- 
ments there that would tend to another’s 
di^mfiture; so be of good heart, and 
thank thy lucky stars for present deliver- 
ance. I had witnessed thy behaviour from 
the first onset, and thy bravery pleased 
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me; yet still I had rather the last black 
rascal had fallen by thy hjind, because he 
'merited it ; but we have sent the pair 
home between us, so* think no more about 

c 

it. But didst thou not ‘•«y Cairo was 
once thy home, and the caliph thy father? 
well me^ townsman ! Cairo too was once 
my home, and my father held an office 
there much higher than Elmuton’s throne.” 

“ Indeed !” sai^ the prince, much sur- 
prised at this declaration : “ thy parent 
higher in Cairo than the calij)h !” 

“ Truly so, indeed,” was the answer ; 
the gipsy, at the same time, shewing 
much shrau'dncss in his countenance. 
“ ^'es, young seignior, I speak truly, for 
he wound the clock up daily on the 
mosque’s high top.” 

This somewhat disturbed the features 
of Felix, notwithstanding his misery, and 
he I’eplied — “ Thou art a happy trifler.” 

“ But praised be his shade !” continaed 
Kilrest, “ he died when I was but young, 
and my mother, alas ! soon, in good spi- 
rits, followed him.” 
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“They are' no doubt happy,” was the 
answer; “ and, indeed, an envious end 
was hers, to die so full of faith.” 

“ Not a very enVied end, my good 
friend,” replied- the quizzical ragamuffin, 
‘“although she died quite full: you shall 
hear — one morning^, tlie merchants on Bu- 
lac’s quay detected her pilfering their 
stores ; they had long suspected some one, 
and taking her in tlKv lact, although it 
W'as her first ofleiKe, they, without far- 
ther ceremony, poor soul ! plunged her 
headlong into a cask of brandy, and thus 
she went off in that she loved.” 

I’oor Ftdix knew no longer how to 
combat with his feelings; this ridiculous 
vein of the witty king but ill-accorded 
wdth his troubled mind. Ilis being 
brought up a 'I'urk, it is natural to suppose 
he had imbibed many of their common 
follies, among whicls predestination stands 
the foremost, and so great a scope for the 
exercise of the cunning proverbial to the 
gipsies in all parts of the world: this 
weakness now arose in his mind, and he 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 


97 


thus ^accosted Kilrest — “ They say your 
fraternity know well the ipystic art — can 
'prophecy, and truly tell the late of man, 
or when he shall die?’ 

“ That, truly, can De*HK.Ued at times,’' 
was the answer. “ Now, lur ijistance, had- 
you a purse of gold, aiu! we demanded it, 
and you refused to gi\c or lej;d without 
Ibrce, and we, for using iv>r._‘e, run in dan- 
ger of the laws^hy w-ur infoiination, 1 
could tell to the moment how long you 
would live ; or if yon lia-.l a.ny one you 
wished put aside, gi\e hui a good round 
sum and the^' will truubh- you no more. 

1 tell thee,^we have a certain mystic man- 
ner with us, that we can prophecy as we 
are paid; but without fee, I can tell thee 
that thou art j)oor, hungry, and weary — I 
can too further foretell that thou must 
shortly have food and ic.st, or thou wilt 
certainly expire for want.” 

Felix now began to discover his deli- 
verer was more knave than villain, and 
when he had made known this last won- 
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derful disclosr.rc, the prince answered, 
with a smile — “ Thou hast truly said, and 
most fortunately hit my wants.” 

Kilrest said — “ Come, come, bestir thee 
then, and I.^ill introduce thee into my 
palace, and to my court ; and when thou 
art further recovered, more of tliy history 
must I learn. Ascend this broRen rock 
with rne — it is the path to iny royal rtsi- 
denec ; but like that leading- to most 
thrones, full of difficulties, and hard to 
climb, unless thou hast some one to con 
duct thee that hath often trod tlie way, 
and whose interest removes obstacles. 
The entrance thou secst is soiTie\vSiat like 
rrjy garments, i-agged on the outside, and 
eonfoiuidcdly tlireadbarc within.” 

Tlie enfeebled youtli was then led 
through several intricate and dilajudated 
passages, but here and there shewing the 
remains of much splendour and rich sculp- 
ture; at length they a.scended a moulder- 
ing flight of steps, and crossed a court 
nearly choked up with fragments of mar- 
ble pillars and broken statues, whose work- 
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mansliip bc.s])oke tlicir worth in former 
times, and whose aiitiquitv demanded the 
veneration of the present generatiofi. 
Tlic costl}’ resemblances of omperors and 
kings, iniglity in tiieii'* day rfnd whose 
statues ^vere erected to ])erpetuate the. 
love and admiration of their subjects, or 
to feed their vanity, now lay scattered and 
destroyed, alike by tlic hand of time or 
Avantonm ss : thrown was the proud pe- 
destal, to be tram])led on by the rude bar- 
barian, and their beauties disregarded by 
the ignoraid. ^Vhere once emperors re- 
velled, and kings banqueted, in all the 
imperial luxury and magnificence of the 
eastern g;dden world, Avas iioaa' made the 
herding- place of the most despicable of the 
human race — Avhere the high-bred courser 
mantled and snorted, and filled the noon- 
tide air Avith neighings, and beat the 
ground, impatient for its mighty lord to 
vault into the saddle, and be borne to bat- 
tle’s conflict, was now become the lurking- 
place of beasts of prey, that made the hor- 
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rors of inidniglit doubly horrible by their 
bowling. 

'The apartment Avherc the prince was 
ushered into seemed k) be far below the 
level of the cij^facQ of 'the earth, and was 
used as the common hall of the fraternity ; 
here were seated tliree or four, that-inuch 
puzzled the mind of Felix to discove: 
Avhut they were, until summoned by their 
ruler, in the name of women, to ])irpaic- 
bed and board for a benighted traveller ol 
distinction. The creatures arose fron. 
their stpiatting postures, and acknowledg- 
ed the presence of tiie visitor with rude 
cointesy. 

Women indeed! alas! no love-enticaim 
smile lived on their countenances — no pe- 
netrating glance at first sii'ht, to captivate 
the assailed, and read love’s preface — no 
delighting silver sounds sprung from their 
organs, to charm the ear and fascinate the 
senses ! oh, sad reverse ! more like mum- 
mies from the deep sepulchral pits than 
living beings; hoarse were their voices, 
yellow and wrinkled Avere their skins. 
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MUik and inexprecsive their eyes, ema- 
ciated their forms, and thdr whole conto''., 
forbidding. From the perpetual omoKe 
of the never-extinguisjied laip^'^s, Avhose 
trimming sent forth the most disagreeable 
stench, the arched ceiling and excavated 
walls were become black and sooty ; tin 
broken statues, some headless, some di- 
vided in the middle, some half thrown 
from their base, “and reclining against the 
side, made the interior of this abode look 
like a cavern of evil spirits and the forge 
for enchantments — oh, horrible contrast to 
gilded chambers and sparkling saloons ! 
where profusely spread all that art or 
fancy could divine, to charm the senses 
and make life a toy : yes, in this sad oppo- 
site Avas the beautiful youth Felix, glad 
to partake the coarse meal for his suste- 
nance, and instead of the gold-trimmed 
velvet couch to loll and stretch upon, thank- 
ful was he noAv for the straw pallet to rest 
his wearied and disordered limbs upon. 

The poor female creatures had no pre- 
tensions to boast, save that their being of 
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the softer sex; yet liiid, in their way, 
they seemed, and much moved the com- 
imh..'atioii of the prince: it apjicared 
they scar'^cly ever ventured beyond the 
confines of ihl) ruins, aiul were wives to 
the principals of this society. They soon 
spread a board before their guest, consist- 
ing of dried meats and fruits, and a boAvl 
of milk; this made a sumptuous repast 
for the fatigued youth, arid of which he 
plentifully partook. \\’liile the meal was 
going on, the remainder of this banditti 
(we dare not call them by any softer ap- 
pellation) entered, and made their report 
to the superior, as to the disposal of the 
dead bodies ; they then seated themselves, 
and soon the fumes of strong cind coarse 
tobacco impregnated every part, and made 
a thick atmosphere. 

Kilrest inquired if they had seen any 
thing about worth looking after, a)id whe- 
ther a band of Arabs, that had infested 
thereabouts for the last few days, had dis- 
appeared? He was answered, nottiing 
had been discovered of them since the 
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fivonuig before the last, Avllich seemed to 
give general satisfaction ; for it happens, 
tlierc exists between these tribes of "-.fn- 
dering Arabs and hordes of gip?v’ts an in- 
veterate animosity, making Out the old 
proverb perhaps, “ two of a trade,’’ &c. ; 
for while the gipsies were but cunning 
and petty tliieves, the Arabs were open 
and desperate renegadoes, and frequently 
would hover about in such numbers as to 
attack considerable caravans, and ransack 
villages ; and wherever these opposite 
tribes met, however unguarded or defence- 
less, they destroyed each other like savage 
and unnatural beasts their kind: this 
accounts, in some measure, for the con- 
duct of Kilrest to the last guard of Felix. 

The hour of retiring for the night was 
fast approaching, and his imperious ma- 
jesty declared his intention of once more 
visiting the heights of the ruins ere lie 
went to rest, to see if aught was stirring ; 
but first turning to the prince, and thrust- 
ing the dirty end of an enormous pipe, 
just taken, reeking hot, from his own 
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chops, into tlic mouth of his guest, bade 
him make free, and depend on his secu- 
Vivy ; he then left the cavern, as we shall 
do fin tjie present, if you please, gentle 
reader — ytot-gentle reader, once more. 

When Selinus and Orinda departed 
from the city of Cairo, they were soon in- 
formed the road Felix w’as travelling; 
they surmised the route would be, if they 
acted right by him, through the ravine 
w’c have lately described, and across the 
Yellow Desert, this being a sort of pas- 
sage to the latter, and the path mostly fre- 
quented ; indeed, had they taken any 
other, it must have been over barren 
mountains, and many more difficulties 
must they have encountered ; therefore 
the Christian father and daughter travel- 
led on some distance ov^er the fertile banks 
of the Nile, before they cut across the 
country into the track leading to the fa- 
mous ravine : but when they came within 
one march of the destinatiotj where they 
hoped to gain satisfactory intelligence of 
their beloved son and husband, they were 
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surprised by a band of Aralb robbers, who 
conducted them to their retreat ; and not- 
witlistanding the outlaws were a^; ../ed 
tlieir captives were oply travelUn -pedlars. 
yet they made free to keep their mule?= 
and all their luggage — thus were they de- 
jirived of tlieir hidden riches, and their 
every comfort. 

Much consultation took place among 
the freebooters, as to the disposal of their 
terrified prisoners; the man, they said, 
was much too old to fetch them any thing 
in the slave market, and the boy, as they 
supposed, too puny to be w'orth their 
trouble. 

While their victims were in this horrid 
dilemma, the captain of the gang arrived, 
with two or three followers, w'ho had been 
on another route reconnoitring: in him 
Selinus recognised a person witli whom 
he had had considerable dealing, in the 
way of traffic, on the quays of llulac : this 
answered some little purpose as to their 
personal safety, but their effects, whether 
F 3 
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great or small,' belonged to the banditti at 
Jarge, the chief having the command only ; 
as 'i\vvas through his interposition they 
were dwined for a tjme, and then set at 
liberty, a\ ifff 'a few pieces of coin and some 
provision, tlic bounty of the captain alone ; 
then being put on the right track, they 
were suffered to depart. 

When tliey had clearly got rid of the 
Ai’ab robbers, their distressing situation 
appeared before them in all its horrors ; 
to return was impossible — to proceed, a 
dreadful uncertainty, or perhaps death, 
awaited them : one chance oi'ly rcinained, 
which was to make the best of their way 
through the ravine, at the furthermost 
end of wb.icli stood a poor caravansary, 
that abvays supplied travellers with water 
and things needful for the passage over 
the Yellow Desert, and at which place 
they were in hopes of hearing whether or 
not Felix had been conveyed that way— or 
if he had, the consequences attending 
their late calamity forbside their possibility 
of following and ever seeing him again. 
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Orinda’s strength and fortitude in a 
great measure supported lier drooping 
sire; they were overtaken by a brand' oi 
the same storm witnessed so dretidtiilly 
by Felix, when about two miles distant 
from the passage, and endeavoured witfi 
all their might to gain that place, for 
many reasons. 

Selinus indulged the thought, that he 
sliould very likely meet with some mer- 
chant on the travel with whom he was 
acquainted, and thus gain a temporary as- 
sistance ; or perhaps a small and extra ca- 
ravan might be lodging there, ivaiting for 
passengers sufficient to pay the expcnce 
of crossing the sands, on their ivay to 
Thebes: with this prospect they hurried 
on, occasionally obliged to stop, and seek 
shelter, until the hurricane passed; and 
about the time the prince entered the ra- 
vine at one part, they must have entered 
it at another, and not above a mile apart. 

They were proceeding up an acclivity, 
when Orinda held her finger on her lip, 
and forcibly detained her father, and se- 
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creted themselves behind a projecting 
piece of rock, while a party of ragged- 
dressed men took their way by a path at 
a short v'listance: they travelled in perfect 
silence, ahd-liad got clearly out of sight 
ere the Christians ventured from their se- 
crecy — for their late detention and robbery 
had made them cautious, lest they should 
again have the misfortune to fall into such 
bad company ; but when the strangers 
had disappeared but a little, they blamed 
themselves for suffering them to depart 
thus, as most likely, by their appearance, 
they were a party of guides, and on their 
way to the place of rendezvous; but, in 
fact, reader, they were our gipsies, return- 
ing from putting the dead Arab guards to 
bed in the chasm, as they were command- 
ed by the king their master. 

Selinus aroused himself, and advised his 
daughter to take the track of this com- 
pany of men, as it would assuredly lead to 
some human habitation, where they might 
beg a shelter for the night, if not at once, 
and by a nearer way, bring them to the 
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caravansary. This was agfeed upon ; and 
with as much speed as possible they en- 
deavoured to overtake the group: but, 
alas! that consolation was denied them, 
for soon the speed Oi the men carried 
them far beyond their reach, and they lost 
sight of them among the cavities: thus 
disappointed, they wandered from place 
to place, and nought of human voice or 
being could they discover — strangers too 
to the intricacies of the place, the storm, 
at intervals, rumbling over their heads, 
and tlie heat quite oppressive : little sup- 
posing how near they were to the resting- 
place of the beloved Felix, they threw 
themselves on a heap of broken rock, and 
fragments of the ruins, for darkness had 
now rapidly overspread the skies, and the 
gloominess of the place wl)ere they lay 
added to their own inward dreariness. 
The poor old man threw himself along, 
and with a heart-broken voice addressed 
his daughter — “ Come, come, my poor 
child, here must we submit to our fate — 
I can no further ; and never in my days 
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do I remember* so awf^il a storm as this 
has been : it seemed the fates were all at 
busy work ; the winds did grieve as dread- 
ful mourning yells, as though murder was 
their handicraft. Gome, come, poor thing, 
and sit thee down b)'^ me.” 

Orinda, taking the hand of her sorrow- 
ful father, said — “ Dear, dear parent, bear 
up but until the morning — the storm 
is nearly })ast, and once again we begin to 
feel the gentle cooling breeze.” She then 
drew from her bosom a small flask, the 
bounty of the Arab chief, and continued 
— “ Take a little wine to refresh thy 
parched mouth, for here some hours must 
we take our rest.” 

The afflicted sire answered — “ Oh, here 
would I take my long, long rest, but for 
thee, my poor unfortunate child ! oh, had 
we now but some little riches ! we then 
perhaps might journey on to some distant 
place, and purchase shelter, which if now 
we were but near, we must beg for cha- 
rity : even this poor caravansary, that can- 
not be very far distant, would spurn us 
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from its door, and upbraid* us as idle beg- 
gars.” 

“ I pray thee not despond,” replied 
Orinda ; “ we have many friends yet at 
Thebes, and thither, in time, we shall 
come : despair not, and then will we de- 
vise some means to obtain the hidden 
wealth wc have so fortunately left at 
Cairo. Had we not forgotten that store, 
but had it with us when those merciless 
Arabs stripped us of our all, then indeed 
had fortune dealt hardly with us ; secure 
now we are sure it is, as none but ourselves 
can ever discover its secret hidings; yet 
think, inj’ iiither, what more than golden 
treasure that which we now seek: we 
will again forward, when tlie first light of 
day appears, and hope, at this caravansary, 
to learn the track of our dear, dear, injured 
Felix.” 

Selinus sighed deeply, and said — “ 1 
would not have thee, my beloved child, 
hug so fondly this hope, but separate it 
gently from thy heart, for sad foreboding 
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tells me we never shrll behold the dear 
object of our love and search again.” 

‘‘ In mercy,” answered the daughter, 
“ say not so ! but rather bid me separate 
the blood from my heart — then the heart, 
for want of blood, could not exist ; and if 
thou wouklst drive this dear image from 
my mind, the mind shall action want, and 
die ! No, no — rather command me to che- 
rish this darling hope, and live.” 

The father embraced his child, and re- 
plied — “ Sweet love, then flattering hope 
must be thy beacon on through this great 
peril.” 

Orinda answered — 

“ And \Nliat iniibt lliat oiu* l»e, lh;ti does nor hoj.'C r 
The sailor, as he braves llic tronblt d sea, 
ill hope again to see his long-lt'lt. home : 

Tiio mother, as she views her iul'anL lay, 

Will take hope's pencil, and mark out a patli, 

And, with pleasing anticipation, cry, 

Thus did thy sire — good — so, I htipc, wilt thou. 

Shall I then dash Hope's sweet cup away, 

When I can see no bitter dregs in it 

Selinus hung his head in silence ; Orin- 
da seated herself by him, and for a time 
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no conversation followed. Presently Orin- 
da started, and seemed as. intently listen- 
ing. Her father gazed at her for a mo- 
ment, and inquired^ what alarmed her? 
She replied — “ Dear fatiier, heard you not 
a noise, as some one stepping ?” 

“ Poor tiling !” he cried, “ it was but thy 
fancy, or perhaps the prying curious wind 
passing through some crevice of the rock. 
Come, come, rest thee, rest thee, sweet 
one.” 

Orinda could not rest — she was becom- 
ing uneasy, and spake thus, as she stood 
before her reclining parent — “ Alas! alas ! 
it now grows dark apace ; and as the light 
vanishes, I feel my fortitude forsake me, 
and cannot help betraying the weakness 
of my sex ; but already am I ashamed — 
Yes, dearest Felix, I will brave every dan- 
ger and hardship for thy beloved sake— 
and for thy preservation, my best of fa- 
thers, I will be bold!” She then drew 
her sword, for the robbers had suffered 
them to retain them, in case any wild ani- 
mal should attack them, and continued 
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thus — “ Lay <;hee do|wn, my jiarcnt, and 
my sword shall protect thee from harm.” 

Selinus, at hearing this, forced an affec- 
tionate smile, and answered — “ It is thy 
love and tender* regard, my child, that 
make thee now so bold ; but in case of 
danger, what could thy ))qor sword 
achieve?” 

Here a voice near to thoin rcjdied — 
“ Very little, or less than that, if wc may 
judge of the arm that wields it.” 

Orinda started at thO .strange \ t>ice, and 
after a short hesitation replied — “ Hold, 
and stand there! approach no nearer, at 
thy peril ! for I wear a trusty weapon, 
and thou mayest know it to thy cost.” 

Kilrest, for he it was that popped in 
his inquisitive nose just at this juncture, 
answered — “ A weapon, saidst thou ! tut, 
tut ! a toothpick — quite a tooth])ick ; be- 
lieve it nothing else, nor use it for any 
other purpose — that is, if thou hast any 
food to perplex thy teeth withal.” 

Orinda, with a courage that surprised 
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her father, further continuefl — “ Stand off 
then, or to thy teeth will 1, dare thee !” 

Ilis ragged majesty, with much sang^ 
froid, replied — “ Then my tongue shall 
guard my teeth, although miisc ears are 
not astounded much by thy voice; it 
seems to dowfrom organs somewhat maid- 
enish.” 

“ But thou mayest find,” she answered, 
“ my voice bespeaks a heart as bold as 
thine.” 

“ That is wdiat I have yet to learn,” 
said Kilrest; “ the voice doc.'^ not at all 
times bespeak the heart.” 

Selin us had now recovered his conster- 
nation at this unexpected rencounter, and 
addressed the stranger, saying — “ If thou 
art a robber, thou ivilt find us too poor 
for thee, and not worth thy trouble in de- 
taining us.” 

“ Ah ha ! is it so indeed !” answered his 
queer majesty ; “then the poorer luck is 
mine, okl poverty: but what dost thou 
here then, in such poo?' plight?” 

Selinus answered — “ pro two sorry 
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travellers, be^iightcd, and have lost our 
way, good friend.” 

“ Well, with all my heart, good friend 
to thee again,” repli.ed the gipsy : “ I am 
sorry too to hear that you arc not rich ; 
for chance to fall where thou wilt, there 
maycst thou lay — for the poor man can 
scarcely ever get a welcome. But what 
business brings thee hither?” 

Orinda now again addressed herself to 
him, and said — “ ^Ve hoped to have met 
some travellers hereabouts — hast thou had 
aught passing this way to-day?” 

His majesty looked mighty cunning in 
her face, and twisting his royal mouth, 
answered — “ Aught passing to-day ! ay, 
more than was welcome ; it knocked so 
loud in its passage, you might have heard 
it ten miles around.” 

“ I understand thy meaning,” said 
Orinda, “ and dreadfully have we wit- 
nessed the power you thus speak of ; but 
w'e would hear of that that is mortal, and 
to be seen.” 

“ Well,” replied the gipsy chief, some- 
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what short, “ we can both see and hear 
that which I speak of, and some too have 
wofiilly felt its force; for I understand 
two Arabs (but their loss is no matter) and 
lour poor mules were Vhif’iderstruck, and 
so overcome that they answered not.’’ 

Orinck caught at this, as a spark, if 
bloAvn with care, likely to blaze into in- 
formation so dear to her heart, and conti- 
nued, with some emotion — “I would give 
thee worlds to answer more of this.” 

d'he king of perplexity, as well as the 
gi))sic‘s, after taking a survey around him, 
said — *• Then, my generous young seig- 
nior, thou wouklsl give more than I should 
like to accej)t ; for ibis one world is more 
than 1 can guide, although 1 sometimes 
dispatch a few, that 1 may have the less 
to govern.” 

Orinda could scarcely restrain her impa- 
tience, and with much eagerness inquired 
if the black Arabs spoken of had a pri- 
soner in their charge ? 

The tantalizing ragamuffin evidently 
enjoyed teasing the little bragging hero, 
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as he si_ kxl Orinda, qnd replied — “ A\'hy 
truly, niv valiant thiinderer, one there 
was, most surely, that made the devil of a 
charge, !)i{t he had hi5 reckoning so quick- 
ly paid, tliat in the other world must sum 
up his accounts, and I, fearful that he 
mig'Iit no: understand the score, sent liis 
partner ai:vr him to assist.” 

In a oiee almost clioked with appre- 
hension, tl'.e agitated female exclaimed — 
“ Thou V, ill not thus boldly and fearlessly 
dare to sa_\ ll’.ou hast done murder ?” 

Ills rnaiesty drew himsell’ to his full 
height, and advancing a step or two near- 
er Orinda, and she, at the same time, rece- 
ding, he crossed his hands behind him, and 
said — “i'lurder! humph! indeed I think 
it no n.iirdci- to cut the throats of them 
that would cut yours : these Arabs mind 
no more oi killing men than I should 
mind ]»ilfeili!g misers’ gold.” 

Orinda's heart seemed ready to burst ; 
she could not proceed ; and as if ashamed 
of her tears, turned away. 

Old Selinus too was much affected, but 
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resumed t.-e question's thus-‘-“My ftiend, 
this is no Arab that we are seeking, but 
One as ]>ure and good as ever Egypt’s sun 
shone on.” 

9 

“Indeed,” cried Kilrc'St; “blessed be 
the proplict’s beard for so great a rarity ! 
but if one that is both poor and needy can 
be both pure and good, perhaps I have 
had this paragon so rare. I will tell thee — 
about an hour since, a little further up the 
ravine here, and while the storm was still 
raging, 1 saw a young Turk, or Christian, 

I scarce know wiiieh to call him, most 
sorely beset at odds, and at bufiets hard, 
with tw.) hjiick devils of Arabs; one he 
soon twi^ tet! into tlie other world, and his 
companion I was (breed to send off in a 
hurry.” 

Orinda flew toward the gipsy, and clasp- 
ing his hand between hers, exclaimed, in a 
transport — “ Oh, tell me — tell me all ! for 
this is him we seek ; and in mercy, be he 
alive or deed, lead us to where he is !” 

Kilrest nas somehow or other rather 
astonished at her manner, and[ replied — 
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“ Why dead ''men’s .company was never 
good society, or I should not have thrown 
tlie bodies down the deep, to find a sepul-’ 
cl^re in wild beasts’ maws.” 

At hearing this the daughter would 
have sunk to the ground, had not the fa- 
ther supported her, who in much tribula- 
tion of mind exclaimed — “Oh, Heavens! 
dead saidst thou ! oh, more living fiend art 
thou for killing him !” 

Whether to shew his kingly breeding, 
or what we know not, but with such a 
scene immediately before his eyes, his 
roundabout majesty would not understand, 
but answered — “ Thou meanest he look- 
ed so much like a fiend, that made me 
kill him ; his colour spoke he was no de- 
vil’s bastard.” 

Orinda was somewhat recovered, and 
wdien she heard this last speech, she start- 
ed from her father’s arms, and with a tre- 
mulous voice cried — “ Thou best, mon- 
ster, for he was as fair as truth !” 

“ Ay, ay,” quoth the king, “ sayest thou 
that, my little scorpion captain! then 



OHIEKTAL WANDERINGS. 121 

truth is black, and most men are liars; 
and I, in great mistake, have killed the 
truth, while falsehood lives, and lives in 
colours false.” 

Sclinus in turn addressed the ragged 
quibbler — “ Then speak thou the truth — 
but say the Christian youth liveth, and I 
will bless thee for it.” 

At this his m.njesty stiuite;! a bit, and 
in a consequential iuanii».r (.leli\ercd the 
following — “ Then bless me. Christian, if 
thou hast nought else tc gi\e for I have 
not said him thou seekts; was dead. But 
this in fair truth can 1 saw he assuredly 
would hav:' been long e!iv)ugh ago, had I 
not saved him from the (uit-t!n’oats' power.” 

l\dK'n Orinda hear.i this, she in a sub- 
missive and supplicating manner said to 
the great chiefs — “ In merev, good Turk, 
keep us no longer in siwpoi'le if mercy 
is an inmate of thy bu.som, ease the anx- 
iety of ours !” 

“ Ay !” replied Kilrest, ‘‘ hast thou 
such a word as mercy in thy boasting vo- 
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cabulary, my trumpeting troiinser ? W ell, 
well, since you .thus supplicate, you shall in 
with me to my palacq, and partake of my 
fare for thy couraire;; and this night thee 
and thy companion shall my night-com- 
panions be.” 

He then marshalled them over the rug- 
ged rock, and entered the ruins. 


CHAPTER V. 


What in creation is S(> weak a^ man ? 

What in creation is so si ' on" as man 'f 
For he by turns is both weak and stron" : 

To-day he dupes, to-morrow is tlie dupe; 

And while lie flatters only to betray, 

Another ^^hispcrs in his hungry ear 
Some sweet delusive sounds, full of deceit, 

And thus hc^s caught, wliile setting of a snare. 

Manuscript. 


The part where his gipsyonic majesty 
discovered Selinus and his daughter being 
some distance from that where he found 
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Felix, they had most assurddly a different 
path to pursue; but every one may not 
“know it might be as difficult for all that. 
But to settle that point at once, you mijst 
know, the distance was' not only farther, 
but the way much more dangerous and 
dark, even had the time been daylight; 
nor did Kilrest deign to hold any converse 
to beguile the way over the ruins, but 
used such terms only as were necessary, 
merely such as — “ Take care of that deep 
gap — stoop as you come through this low 
passage — trample over this hcaj) of figures 
— get the right side of that upright sena- 
tor — straddle across that fallen king — now 
tread on the head of this overthrown em- 
peror, and then ascend the marble throne, 
where I now stand — that will do ; but set 
your feet firmly, or perchance you may fall, 
for it is a slippery height — come away — 
now stay a little in this dark vault, and 
you will soon come to a change.” He 
then left them a short time, but such was 
their tremoar, the father and daughter ex- 
G 2 
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dianged not ?i word, but rcinaiiiod 
their hands fast knitted, until they were 
in some part relieved by the seeing their* 
nondescript liost returning through a long 
and narrow' passage, bearing a gliimuering 
lamp, which he licld above his head, the 
better to descry his guests. Wben’he had 
approadicd near enough to perceive them, 
he called out in a hoar.se voice, that awak- 
ened a hundred echoe.s — *• tloinc on now, 
you are as safe as though you were in the 
confines of licelzebub ! ' 

And well might they picture tliose re- 
gions in their fancy, for e very now and 
then a huge bat fluttered past, willi a buzz 
that terrified their ears, wliile their eyes 
caught the glimpse ( {'mouldering figures, 
blackened by corroding dust, or part a 
dirty and death-looking white, where the 
current of air caught their surface, w hile 
others were bcs])rinkled W'ith drops oi 
damp, w'hich made them look of a spark- 
ling hue, as the glare of the lamj) struck 
on them. 

At length they were gratified, if any 
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gratification it c<iuld be callecl, by the sight 
of about twenty or thirty •miserable-look- 
ing humaii beings, enveloped in a cloud 
of tobacco smoke, that struck so forcibly 
on the nasal organs, as almost at first to 
stop respiration, or make it extremely dif- 
ficult. T1 le place they had now entered 
Avas the ball we have before described, 
but had several entrances. So alarmed 
was Orinda at first, she could catch no one 
object in particular, but her optics wan- 
dered until she became dizzy, find all ap- 
peared chaos ; from this however she was 
soon aAvakened, by the thundering sound 
of their cord net or’s voice, which filled every 
part of the spacious cavern, and aroused 
its inmates Avith these Avords — “ How 
noAV, ye set of ragged rascals all ! ye most 
rebellious scamping subjects ! Avhy do 
you not get up on your lazy legs, or down 
on your marroAV-boncs, ye poltroons you, 
when I your king am making my solemn 
entry ? Look ye here, you dingy doAv- 
dies ! here are more visitors, but Avorth 
nothing, the worse luck ours; aa'c hav( 
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but poorish bargains all this night. But 
stir your limbs, and bring some mats, to 
shew our consequence and state.” 

The attendants v'ere immediately on 
the alert, and placed some wretched straw- 
bands, wove into an odd sort of mat, be- 
fore the Christian pair, and soon his 
mightiness the king, in no very courteous 
manner, compelled them to recline thereon. 
He then turned to a hollow cavity in the 
wall, and soon presented them with a 
bowl of mare’s milk, strongly infused with 
spices, the sweetness of which both nourish- 
ed and refreshed them. 

Selinus, when he returned the vessel, 
said, with heartfelt gratitude — “ For this 
relief accept my warmest thanks ; in time 
will I further pay thee, and make thee 
rich.” 

“ Very little doubt of that, as you at 
present think,” answered the sagacious 
sovereign. “ But to tell thee a bit of 
truth, I have a monstrous long list of 
debtors such as thou art, and if promises 
were only worth the booking, my sum- 
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ming up would be riost puizling; and as 
it would bankrupt most sufh debts to pay, 
I settle accounts with those that can, then 
am I so far paid and their debts trans- 
ferred.” 

Orinda now ventured to speak, and next 
addressed Kilrest — “ Fear not, good friend, 
but that thy kindness to us shall be gene- 
rously repaid. But thou told us of an- 
other that thy friendship had tliis day 
saved ; gratify our eyes but with the sight 
of him, it will benefit us more than auglit 
of thy expence.” 

“ Truly so I did, youngster; but so 
many strangers at once in my court be- 
wilders my brain,” quoth raggedhead ; 
and turning to a different part of the ca- 
vern, where Felix was reclining, unmind- 
ful of aught that was passing, saluted him, 
saying — “ Well, my noble devil-killer, 
how dost thou now ? how dost find thy 
fighting self, hey ? hast thou satisfied thy- 
self with gipsies’ fare, or did thy late 
black meal cloy thy white senses ?” 

Felix, raising himself a little, answer- 
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ed — “ For what I ha' C partaken I return 
thee my thanks, and now sliould like to 
rest my wearied limbs.” 

Kilrest answered— “ Ay, but here are 
others as weary as thou art, yet lain would 
speak to thee, before they betake them to 
rest ; so bestir tliec awhile, and sec if thou 
knowest these strangers.” 

He tlien led the wondering j outh for- 
ward, and placed him bef()re Seiinus. No 
sooner had their eyes met, than they were 
in each other's arms : they spoke not — 
surprise and joy choked utterance. The 
father soon separated himself I'rom the 
youth, and said — “ Felix, k)ok on this;” 
at the same time taking oil’ the large hat 
from his daughter’s head, ami exposing 
her countenance. 

Orinda had seen him approaching, and 
in some measure curbed her emotion ; but 
when Felix recognised her, which was not 
at the first glance, they rushed into each 
other’s arms, and as soon as articulation 
could flow over the burst of surprise, he 
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exclaimed — “ My wife ! irty wife ! kind 
Heaven, 1 thank thee !” 

Orinda’s tears gushed to her relief^ and 
she could only answer — “Felix, oh, Felix, 
bless thee, my husband !' 

The whole of the motley group had 
gathered around them by this time, and 
in different expressions testified their as- 
tonishment, though perhaps none more so 
than their chief — the pipe dropped from 
his hand and mouth — he leant forward, 
his body half bent, and his arms thrown 
upriglit ; and after a time he tlius broke 
forth — “ ^Vhat — what is all this ? husband 
and wife ! No, no, that must be wrong ; 
it is wife first, I think, for it seems she 
wears the breeches. AVell, well, I did 
think I had been a better judge of the 
sex too ; but although a king, never mind. 
I am not the first that has been deceived 
by a woman.” 

The tender scene however moved this 
strange being’s bosom, and he commanded 
his gaping courtiers to withdraw to some 
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distance, and ^ he himself fell backwards 
several paces. 

Selinus stood absorbed in thought ; his 
head hung, and frequent and heavy sighs 
broke forth from 'his overcharged breast. 

Felix gazed in raptures as he entwined 
his beloved in his arms, and seemed there 
to fix his every hope and wish — his very 
soul seemed wrapt there. 

Orinda recovered, and as her eyes rapid- 
ly ran over his features and form, she 
cried in ecstacy — “ Oh, happy, happy mo- 
ment this ! here end all my cares.” Then 
turning suddenly on her father, and per- 
ceiving his pensive mood, stretched her 
hand, and taking his, continued — “ Dear- 
est father, come and look on us, and em- 
brace us — you do not seem to partake of 
our bliss.” 

The overwhelmed parent in silence for 
a time surveyed the happiness of his chil- 
dren ; but, alas ! such weighty thoughts 
bore upon his mind, as to prevent a fair 
participation. — “ Oh, my beloved,” he ex- 
claimed, “ I fear a heavy cloud is suspend- 
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ed over thy present diappiness, that damps 
my joy and darkens our prospects ; for if 
I should live to see thee wandering in 
want, when we of late had such sufficient 
means to command tht- comforts of life 
and make it pass as a holiday — oh, that 
distressing thought maddens me !” 

Felix fixed his eyes on Orinda in asto- 
nishment, and asked what strange mean- 
ing her father hinted at? 

The fair wife replied — “ When the news 
of thy condemnation and cruel sentence 
first reached us, we resolved no longer to 
remain in fatal Cairo, but to trace thy 
course, and follow thee to the world’s fur- 
thest verge, and share thy fate. Thy 
route we surmised ; but in our hurry to 
leave the polluted city, we left a casket of 
precious jewels, yet in such a secret hiding- 
place that none can ever discover it, save 
Selinus or myself. Yet what kind Pro- 
vidence rules over us, and how wisely dis- 
posed that we had them not with us ! for 
only one day’s march from this a band of 
cruel Arab robbers deprived us of our 
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mules and luggage;* and much hidden 
treasure was concealed in the pads of the 
beasts.” 

Tlie gipsy king’s cars were open, and 
eagerly swallowed their conversation, al- 
though his lujinner bespoke he heeded 
them not. Rut when Orinda mcKtioned 
the Arabs, and the great prize that they 
unknowingly possessed, he could hold no 
longer — the success of his enemies made 
him ready to burst, and he vociferated — 
“Oh, I wish the devil had ail Arabs ! not 
a single prize can we poor hoiicst pilferers 
pick up for these fell murderers. — Bij^t 
tell me, seignior,” he continued, addressing 
himself to Orinda — “ No, no, not seignior, 
I mean my good lady-breeches, tell me 
what sort ot pads thy good nudes wore; 
I know thy robbers well — the rascals have 
hovered about these parts for these several 
days past. 1 know the mart well too for 
their plunder; and it will be but a fair 
return in thee to describe accurately thy 
mules and their trapping.s, that I, by giving 
a fair market price for them, may secure a 
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bargain, and thou recover it portion of thy 
property for thy pains.” 

Selinus and Orinda in an instant com- 
plied with this request, and most niinutcly 
described every particular relatiiig to their 
lost property. 

His majesty then called two of his con- 
fidants to him, and told them of the dis- 
covery, and bade them hasten to the cara- 
vansary by break of day, and if the mules, 
&c. were not disposed of, to jrurchase them 
at any rate. 

It seems tliis caravansary we Irave heard 
so much about was situated about two miles 
from the ruins, the master of which was 
hail fellow and well met with either Turk, 
Jew, Arab, devil, or any bod} else that 
he could get any thing by — hoiiost or not, 
was all the same to the host of the cara- 
vansary — all was alike to him, and all at 
times alike plundered by him, but always 
in the way of trade. There however 
certainly existed between him and Kilrest 
a particular friendship ; and whenever the 
latter wanted mules, camels, or whatever. 
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for an expedition, he had only to apply to 
the caravansary, and was there accommo- 
dated ; and this personage was considered 
the only one that knew of the gipsies’ re- 
treat, and who foi* that fraternity received 
all communications. 

Many and contrary ideas flashed across 
the mind of the Christian father — Kilrest 
seemed a curious composition of mortality ; 
but the thought of regaining a part of 
their treasures, even if it should be but 
sufficient to enable them to reach Thebes, 
buoyed his expectations and made him 
more tranquil. 

The gipsy chief had been satisfied as to 
a part of what he had heard in the Chris- 
tian’s conversation ; but another and more 
important matter remained unexplained — 
yet how could he broach the subject ? He 
could certainly entertain his guests for 
the remaining part of the night with the 
success of his adventures in recovering 
property by dint of his art and mystery, 
which was in fact only cunning and arti- 
fice. He began by inquiring the latest 
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news at Cairo, and the jfa’incipal doings 
now going on there, and continued with 
saying, it was now some time since he 
had visited the cit)j, but he must again 
shortly go, and on most® particular and im- 
portant business — in £.ct, he said signifi- 
cantly, it was rather of a mysterious na- 
ture, for not a part of that vast town ex- 
isted but tliat he was perfectly acquainted 
with, and could find by night or day, by 
light or by dark. 

All this however would not do, and 
made no passage to the path he wished to 
tread. Felix and Orinda were wholly 
taken up with each other; and Selinus 
could not be spurred on in his majesty’s 
way into communication. 

At length he became more explicit, 
and with much twisting and turning, by 
way of preface, he said — “ Come, come, 
Christian friends, the night is wearing 
fast, and our poor accommodation I fear 
will but ill accord with what you have so 
precipitately left. But never mind, good 
fare, with a hearty and honest welcome, 
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must make up 'otlier cfeficiencics ; and be 
assured, to-morrow morning you shall a- 
gain be in possession of a sufficiency to 
carry you well on yo.ur road, and if our 
aim in one point sltould miscarry, no doubt 
another may be hit upon to answer the 
purpose; for often has it been in y lot to 
meet merchants, wiio after having been 
]jlundered by these rascally freebooters 
and infernal Arabs, that have blessed the 
lucky star that has thrown Ihein in the 
way of Kilrest, king of the ravine gipsies; 
for such, seigniors, is my title. — So come, 
some of you,” speaking to his fellows, 
“ bring out a flask of wine, to make the 
Christian hearts glad, while Ave ])oor Ma- 
hometans will bewilder our senses with 
drugs and smoke.” 

The beverage was instantly brought, 
and again the visitors partook of an invi- 
gorating draught ; nor did his majesty for- 
get his royal self, but rather in a more 
private way. Replenishing his pipe, he 
again joined his guests, and addressing 
himself to Orinda, said — “ Fair lady, did 
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I not hear you grit^ving about treasures 
you left in Cairo hidden ? , Xame but the 
’place, even from the topmost point of tlie 
great mosque, to thq deencst cells within 
the walls, I tvill answer with my life to 
restore them safely to your custody, if 
you will pay me well for my hazard and 
trouble.” 

Selinus answered — “ It is impossible: 
although the treasures we have left be- 
hind will now be for ever lost, yet would 
their value purchase half Cairo, and were 
once a part of the state jewels, and their 
secrecy is so secure, no one save my daugh- 
ter and myself could ever discover them.” 

Kilrest had heard this, and his soul 
seemed on fire, as he exclaimed — “ Oh, 
let them no longer be a trouble to you ! 
name but tlie spot ■where they are hidden, 
my mystic art sliall so work, that in a few 
hours they shall bless your sight again, or 
I will for ever give over conjuring.” 

The Christian answered — “ I tell thee, 
friend, it is impossible ; hadst thou the art 
to out-cunning cunning, thou couldst never 
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come to theii* hiding; unless led by me or 
my child.” 

Kilrest caught him up, and replied— 
“ Wilt thou then lyith me to Cairo ? I 
know thy story*" in part, for very little 
transpires in that city but what I am ac- 
quainted withal; and in ten hpuis from 
this could I let thy friend there know 
where thou art now. Thou hast seen such 
things as pigeons fly in Egypt, I dare say, 
my friend.” He now fixed his eyes for a 
moment full in the face of Sclinus, and 
winked most significantly. He then con- 
tinued — “ I will answer for thy safety, 
and I Avill give thee such counterfeit and 
guise, that should even puzzle the devil 
to discover thee.” 

“ I pray thee, good gipsy,” answered 
Selinus, “ speak to me no more on the 
subject; my strength is gone, and I am 
sick at heart, even to death ; but that I 
cling so close to earth for certain reasons, 
else could I die at once and be at rest.” 

Orinda turned on her parent, and throw- 
ing her arms about his neck, said — “ Dear, 
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dearest father, talk hot noiV of death, or 
want to crush our happiness, ‘ I will to 
’Cairo with this man ; none in the city can 
possibly know me in this disguise. I 
have no fear, indeed I have not, if my fa- 
ther blesses me in my undertaking and 
then addressing her husband, she con- 
tinued — “ And thee, my beloved, for our 
tender parent’s sake, will not say nay ?” 

Felix's manner bespoke his embarrass- 
ment, and he knew not how to reply; 
but at length said — “ For our dear parent’s 
sake, my beloved, I would sacrifice every 
earthly happiness ; but what would wealth 
be to him, or me without thee ? thou art 
our gold, our jewel, meat, drink, our every 
thing for comfort !” 

Kilrest now began to perceive he was 
likely to gain his point, by Orinda turn- 
ing volunteer: he therefore twisted the 
sombre cast of the conversation thus— 
“ All very pretty that indeed ! but it can- 
not last for ever : the kisses from her lips 
you may call your meat ; her breath you 
sip, and that may call your drink, and 
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your love for a time — your every thing; 
but all these you will find scurvy fare to 
wander through life’s long and dreary 
way ; or soinethingt else may come that 
will want more. I should never have be- 
come to manhood, had I had no other 
nourishment than hmes.’' 

Selinus could scarcely forbear a smile at 
the whimsicality of his host, and answer- 
ed — “ Thou art a knave truly \vith thy 
tongue, whatever thou art in tliy doings; 
yet should I not mind to trust thee in 
this task ; but for my daughter’s going 
with thee, there I have not the voice to 
say — go.” 

Orinda answered her father with much 
quickness — “ Oh, my parent ! do not say 
I shall go, if it would grieve thee — nor do 
not say I shall not go. Speak no f urther 
on it ; my duty commands me — it is to 
make thy future life happy. I have ever 
at my heart that sacred kindred feeling 
that keeps me still the daughter, although 
I am a wife.” 

Selinus cauifht her in his arms, and 
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pressed her to his bosom, then said, with 
a sigh — “ Dear love, thou ,art thine hus- 
band’s now, and my child only; I can- 
not dispose, but I will cv t pray.” 

The gipsy saw his aim could never be 
settled, if he suffered tliis j)ro and con to 
contimfe .between the father and daugh- 
ter, tlic husband and wife; he therefore 
cut it sliort in this manner of speech. — 
“ Come, come, this busiiicss shall be set- 
tled ill a crack ; fin' i will hold all prero- 
gative here. You shall all three journey 
wdtii me on the v ay as far as safety will 
permit you to go, and then leave the rest 
to Orinda |Uk1 my iietter judgment.” 

Seliiius remained sili.nt, but frequently 
cast a look at Felix, r.s waiting for his 
assent; for although he was so fond a 
parent, still he was a ’iiaii of the world 
the hidden jewels were now Ids only earth- 
ly riches — his mind hung most heavily 
toward their rest oiat ion. 

The prince read the expression of his 
eye, and deterininod, whatever pang it 
might cost his bosom, to cbnsent to his 
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wife’s departlire; an'd taking her hand, 
and one of Kilrcst’s at the same time, said 
— “ Go, go, my beloved, for our dear pa- 
rent’s sake. — And tliou, Kilrest, as thou ho- 
pest for mercy hereafter, bring this trea- 
sure safe back — for lier worth is more than 
all the precious gems that earth dr ocean 
could jiroduee, and all tlie powers of earth 
will blame me if I lose it, that I should 
trust such worth out of mine own care ; 
and for the jewels, if thou bjingest them 
safe too, thou shalt have of them what 
thy utmost wishes would.” 

His ragg d iiiajcsty jumped for joy at 
this new and likely to be lucrative under- 
taking, and replied — “ As I speed in this 
so shall you pay me ; fear not my honesty, 
and I will not doubt thy generosity. — 
And you, good father, in my absence, 
shalt be regent here, and that is no little 
honour, I assure you ; for although 1 am 
but king of gipsies here, I would not 
change to be emperor below, where all the 
villainous Arabs descend to. I told you 
I had heard of the caliph’s son turning 
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apostate, and marrying a Christian mer- 
chant’s daughter, and so fell under the 
displeasure of his sire, but I have never 
heard the merchant’s narge ; now you be- 
ing the party I believe, good old seignior, 
please to give me thy name, that I may 
know what to call my new master ?” 

The Christian answered— “ I am not 
ashamed of my name, good fellow, for 
never have 1 committed an act to raise 
the blush of ignominy on my counte- 
nance, or slur the character of Selinus.” 

Kilrest, when he heard this name, start- 
ed, as though he had been surprised by a 
deadly sei-pcnt, whose pestiferous breath 
poisoneth the surrounding air ; his colour 
became a deathlike hue, the rheum start- 
ed from iiis eyes, and he gulped for breath 
— the hand of death seemed to be upon 
him. A general consternation ran through- 
out the assemblage — several attempted to 
assist him, but in a frenzy he put them 
aside, and kept his eyes frightfully fixed 
on Selinus. 

The terrified Christian stood aghast— 
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the cavern was as silent as the toiEb — and 
tlnis for a short time it remained ; looks 
only wMe exchanged, and wonder filled 
every breast. i\t k'noth the merchant, 
recovering from liis first shock of surprise, 
advanced toward the fixed Kilrest, but as 
he saw the Christian apjn-oaching, lie cried, 
in a frantic voice — “ Stand 6a, stand ofl“, 
Selinus ! — Oh, holy )))^ph[et !” when he had 
uttered this, he could no longer sup]»ort 
himself, but fell ])rus{ratc on tlie floor. 
Each looked ift his fellow’s fiice, as if to 
find an explanation tluTc. 'J'lie fallen 
gipsy deeply and horridly inwardly groan- 
ed; his followers poured a stiibng potion 
down his throat, winch assisted nature, 
and again be res])ired fieely ; by degrees 
he recovered his breath, and his legs also; 
Ills speech returned, and stretching forth 
his hand toward the Christian, lie iaintly 
said — “ Come hiiher, Selinus; thou art 
now in my pow^r — but let not that alarm 
thee ; for these many, many years I have 
avoided coming Avhere it was likely to 
meet thee for fear; and much hath it 
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been against rny interest to keep away 
from tile market-places, yet still did I 
dread to meet Sebnus; and oft^^ have I 
entered tlie city witb ^;e determination 
to come to thy liice ; but the nearer I came 
to my^ point, tlic more would my heart 
recoil.” 

Sclinus was now more than ever asto- 
nished, and replied-! — “ For the sake of 
Heaven, why livest thou in fear of me? 
for, in ni\' remembrance, I never beheld 
thee until this night.” 

The gipsy answered — “ Oh yes — oh j es 
thou hast, Selinus ! twenty years hath so 
altered tlfce and me, that had not thy 
name have met mine ears, mine eyes 
would lan e kep.t thee a stranger.” 

The merchant answered — “ Nor can 
my eyes convey any knowledge to my 
tongue, to give thee a name familiar, nor 
any sense recognise thee as one I have 
over before seen.” 

“ Oh, Selinus ! poor old man !” sighed 
Kilrest : “ but I will make thee recognise 

VOL. II. H 
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me, and thou shalt tremble — Didst thou 
ever hear the riame of Banca T' 

Selinus paused a little, and replied — 
“ Indeed I havej and now thou dost re- 
mind me, the name of Banca seems used 
to my tongue and ear.” 

“ Oh, it must — it must !” ansNvered the 
gipsy; “ and thy tongue too must be fa- 
miliar in curses on that name.” 

“ By Heavens, you wrong me,” said 

the Christian, “ or labour under some 
■» 

strange delusion ! for nothing have I to 
charge myself withal, or any one else, that 
I should curse that name.” 

Kilrest drew nearer the meA;hant, and 
said — “ Dost thou remember, between 
twenty and thirty years ago, a chubby 
wanton lad, that was thy free servant, 
when a cruel circumstance took place 
among thy slaves upon the quays of Bu- 
lac ? There was at the time an old woman, 
who picked up a scanty maintenance by 
her labour, or perhaps I should say rather 
by her wits, for she used to entertain the 
idle and the ignorant with tales and sto- 



ORIENTAL wanderings. 147 

ties, some famed in burcoufitry, and others 
hatched by her fertile brain, to answer the 
purpose of the moment : she was a little 
old creature, and somewhat deformed, and 
she was called Zesta — dost thou recollect 
such a one, Selinus : ” 

The merchant paused for a time, and 
then said — “ The space is so long since, 
and the circumstance such an idle one, I 
' cannot perfectly recollect ; yet somewhat 
too of such a one I have a faint idea.” 

Kilrest reddened — his*^ frame became 
agitated, and he vociferated — “ An idle 
circumstance! a faint idea of such a one, 
saidst thou ! — Oh, Selinus ! didst thou not 
kill her, murder her, wickedly deprive her 
of life, when her only crime was tippling 
thy hot and rebellious stores from the 
casks, and enjoying luxuries given her by 
those she entertained? until, with thy 
Christian sport, and with strong drink 
and wdne, her brain would madden, then 
wouldst thou fool with her follies and mis- 
fortunes. Yes, Christian, thou wert one 
u 2 
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of them that mocked her frailties : and 
didst thou not one morning-, out of direct 
wantonness and wilfid mischief, plunge 
hei- headlong into, a rask of strong spirits, 
and she died ? yes, Selinus, she died, and 
left mo an orphan : 1 ais ihoi a free ser- 
vant of thine; and no suo.ier had the fa- 
tal I'.ows reached mine ears, that thou 
hadst kihed my n!other, than I vowed re- 
venge, and flew from thy service, and 
from Cairo: I am tisat Ilanca ! now canst 
thou look on me, Cliristian ?” 

“ I know thee not as Banca, nor can I 
trace in thee the features ol' the boy thou 
speak est of,” said S'dimis; “ aiid for my 
partici{)ation in the murder of the wretch- 
ed maniac Zesta, I disown it; and to fur- 
ther prove my innocence and abhorrence 
of the crime, no sooner had it come to my 
knowledge, than 1 delivered the slaves 
that did do the deed to the justice of the 
caliph’s court : now, Turk, canst thou look 
me in the face after so foul an im})Utation ?” 

The gipsy replied — “Thus much before 
have I heard ; but it was reported thy 
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gold swayed the balance cff justice, and 
exculpated thee.” 

' The merchant answered — “ There thou 
dost me further wrong, as it was clearly 
proved I had not stirred from mine liouse 
that fatal morning: yet ivas it, in some 
part, a blessed morning, for it ivas the day 
Oriuda tirst saw the liglit.” 

“ Ay, ay, it was ! it was !” replied the 
gipsy, in a hurried manner; “and in tvro 
days after I joined a band of gipsies, and 
have ever since inhabited these ruins. 
Orinda had a twin brother — am I right, 
Christian ?'’ 

Selinusidroojied, and answered — “ Alas ! 
alas ! she had — a healtliy, blooming child ; 
for two years he fed oiir hopes, and che- 
rished our loves ; but at the expiration of 
that time, he was suddenly missing, and 
never more could we learn of him : our 
loss deprived his distressed mother of her 
reason, and she shortly died a raving lu- 
natic.” 

Kilrest was dreadfully agitated, and 
with a tremulous voice cried — “Olg holy 
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prophet ! and for two years I suffered all 
the tortures of cherished revenge ; nothing 
would I let satisfy my rankled bosom as 
to thy innocence of Iny mother’s blood ; 
often I visited the city, in various dis- 
guises, after once attempting thy life, as 
thou wert returning from the quaj^s — dost 
thou remember tliat occurrence ?” 

Selinus answered in the affirmative, and 
said he never could suspect who the as- 
sassin was. 

“ I was that assassin,” continued Kil- 
rest, “ but fortunately I missed my aim, 
and saved thy blood from resting on my 
head. Still revengCj revenge haUnted me 
— revenge slept \\ ith me, walked with me, 
and revenge was my very shadow. I 
have said various were the times and dis- 
guises I assumed, to gain an opportunity 
to glut my passion — one morning I saw 
thy two cherubs sporting on thy thres- 
hold — I darted on the boy, and tore him 
away.” 

At this recital Orinda fainted, and her 
parent became overwhelmed with emotion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


See the smoking bowl before us, 

INfark our jovial ragged ring! 

Round and round take up the chorus, 

And in raptures let us sing. 

Here’s to budgets, bags, and wallets ! 

ITcre^s to all the nand’ring train! 

Here’s our ragged brats and calletsi 
One and all cry out, amen ! 

A fig for tliose by law protected ! 

Liberty’s a glorious feast I 

Courts for cowards were erected, 

Churches built to please the priest. Burns. 

When the parties had somewhat recover- 
ed, Felix darted a look on the gipsy, as 
though he would annihilate him, and ex- 
claimed — “ Thou monster ! thou damned, 
execrable monster !” 

“ Hold, hold, youth !” replied Kilrest, 
“ for I still am Banca.” Then turning to 
the Christian he continued — " Selinus, 
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prepare thy iiVniost fortitude, for 1 have 
that to relate •Hill coinuiaiid thy every 
strength of nen^c — T may perhaps strike 
so hard, that thy .^ensfs may be astounded : 
then patiently remain if thou canst wlfile 
I unburthen my overcharged bosom.” He 
tlien sighed deeply, and drew hii,'^ 3 self up- 
wards ; his eountenanee assumed more 
composure than it had yet shewn to the 
Christians, and he appeared since tlie lat-' 
ter part of his recital quite a dini rcnt man. 
He was about to recommence, wlien one 
figure in the group arrested his attention, 
and he gazed intently on it — it was Orin- 
da; he passed over to her, stopd before 
he]’, parted the ringlets from her forehead, 
sighed, and drew his hands across his eyes; 
he then fixed a look for some moments 
on her countenance, and turned away, 
placing himself in a situation where he 
could command a sight of the whole as- 
semblage ; but ere he began speaking, he 
cast a scrutinizing look around the group, 
as to discover if any one of his companions 
were missing ; he then beckoned one in 
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particular to his side, and turning toward 
the merchant thus conti ined — “ Selinus, 
I told thee 1 stole thy ds "ling boy ; it was 
so; and no sooner liafl ijeft the city, with 
the smiling babe in i ".y custody, and found 
myself with him alone, than the foul fiend 
that proinpted me to the act seemed to 
forsake me, and I awoke from the frenzy 
of revenge into a delirium of despair. 
Thus I continued for some hours, one mi- 
nute resolved and the next as absent from 
the thought as a madman from reason : 
the city, tlie home of the poor babe, was 
still in sight, and yet could 1 not return 
with him.' Night began to come over us, 
and nature to assert her claims. The dis- 
consolate and wronged infant wept — I fed 
it with some coarse bread from my satchel 
— it was satisfied, and fell asleep on my 
bosom. Oh, holy prophet ! as I looked 
on the sweet smiling babe as it lay, then 
first the thought struck me to destroy it.” 

A^'^hen Orinda heard thus far, she could 
no longer support her feelings, but ivith an 
H 3 
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hysteric scream, \jsunk m the trembling- 
arms of her belo\ 3cl Felix, who turned her , 
from the sight o^^a fiend so horrible. 

Selinus, almost Suffocated with liis grief, 
feebly articulated — “ Desist ! desist in the 
dreadful narrative, and say only that thou 
hast murdered my innocent offspring, and 
tear not thus afresh my wounded heart !” 

The gipsy again resumed — “ Selinus, I, 
must, I will be heard ! bear but a momen- 
tary pang for my sake, and let me at once 
unburthen my mind of a twenty years’ 
heavy, heavy and destroying weight ! I 
must now conclude, that again after this 
the theme be never more broached. — As 
I shifted the babe from my arms to the 
ground, it half opened its laughing eyes, 
the latent tear ftill suspended there; the 
moon struck her full rays on his counte- 
nance, its little blameless tongue obtruded 
between its coral-coloured lips, and suck- 
ing as at its mother’s breast, again fell into 
a sweet and tranquil slumber. Ob, by 
the prophet’s shade, I never shall forget 
the sight ! I cast a look around me — no one 
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was near — the distant hi m of the great 
gong from the mosque was summoning 
the faithful to prayers and all nature 
seemed composed Save mine. I became 
alarmed — I knew not at what — the big 
drops in quick succession fell from my 
throbbing temples. Suffice it to say, I 
caught a straggling mule from its pasture 
on the plain where I stood, snatched the 
slumbering infant in my arms, jumped on 
its back, and made all possible speed to- 
wards this place. 1 bad been missing for 
three days ; that circumstance among my 
fellows created no alarm, so capricious 
were my whims and humours. Early in 
the morning I was discovered on my way 
by a party of our gang, and no sooner 
was my living burthen exposed to their 
sight than I became their jest and ridicule 
— I bore it all, and I saved the child, Se- 
linus!” 

“ Merciful Heaven !” exclaimed the pa- 
rent, “ how long did the sufferer survive ?” 

Kilrest answered firmly — “Be calm, old 
man — thou hast yet another trial to sup- 
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port : many as he grew up did I 

take him to the4jcinity of Cairo, but ne- 
ver could I dare |o tell him who his pa- 
rents were, as I iad‘ now deferred it too 
long: he already kneiv every secret and 
every member of our fraterr/ty. Fre- 
quently have I resolved to meet thee, and 
bind thee by a solemn oath to forgive the 
past, and restore him to thee ; but never 
could I summon fortitude to come to thy 
face; but now all shall soon be over.” Tie 
then took the hand of him he beckoned 
to his side when he recommenced his nar- 
rative for the last time ; he was a fine hand- 
some youth ; he led him to Selinus, and 
with a faltering and broken accent, cried 
— “ Selinus, this is thy son !" 

As Kilrest let droj) the hand of the 

youth he presei^d to Selinus, a dreadful 

sensation pervaded him, and he fell to the 

ground much convulsed. Felix desired 

his followers to remove him to the air : 

this was done, and for a short time the 
* 

Christians and the stranger were left to 
themselves. Orinda, her parent, and the 
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gipsy youth, spoke ni;., ’ ul; remained for 
a space as fixed statues. 

As the mercliant roc )vered from this 
strange wonder, he sec. ned as awoke to 
another world. Felix spoke to him. 

Orinda became alarmed at his wild ap- 
pearance, and threw herself about his neck, 
tenderly expressing herself — “ Father, 
wilt thou not own thv son?’ 

This ])athetie ebullition past like elec- 
tricity through Isis breast, and pej-fc'ctly 
recalled him back to himself: he then an- 
proached near the astonished yoisng man, 
surveying his features minutely but in si- 
lence, and soon, as though something had 
momentarily crossed his mind, he eagerly 
snatched the discoloured turban from his 
head, and scanned with accurate precision 
that part ; at last placing his finger on a 
particular part between the temple and 
the ear, exclaimed, in a transport of joy — 
“It is he! it is he! kind Heaven be 
praised ! it is truly my long-lost son Os- 
car! — Embrace him, love him, Orinda, for 
he is thine own brother, and saw this 
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world’s light a Vfew minutes after thee; 
and at his birth rliceived a hurt which ever 
left a scar at the Wk of his right temple, 
and here still remains the blessed mark, 
which stamps confirmation on my mind !” 

Orinda and Felix each embraced their 
new'-found brother. 

Selinus now became calm, and with 
gratitude to the Throne of Grace and 
Mercy, returned with sincerity his thanks 
in fervent prayer; then did he trace the 
features of his children, and in each linea- 
ment discovered so strong a resemblance, 
as removed from all a doubt of reality. 

The heat of the scene between the rela- 
tives was passing away into rational glad- 
ness, when the gipsy chief was seen ap- 
proaching them with a slow and deleted 
step, and when ne came near the happy 
family he threw himself prostrate before 
them after the custom of the Mussulmen. 
An aged gipsy then stepped forward and 
craved forgiveness foi: the humbled and 
prostrate Kilrest. With one voice Vas 
this accorded to him : the supplicator then 
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placed the left foot of ef|p:h of the Chris- 
tians, and the young Os'/arr also, by turns 
upon the head of Kilre/t, who in return 
raised himself a little, a id kissed the foot 
of each ; after which J'e remained half-pros- 
trate with his aged friend for a time, as in 
silent prayer. 

This wondrous scene had passed, was 
fled, and reason deliberately resumed her 
empire over various and conflicting pas- 
sions. The assembled gipsies — and many 
were there among them that knew no fear 
but the fear of the laws, which, with all 
their art and cunning they were daily vio- 
lating, although the Egyptian rulers were 
then, and are now, not very particular in 
administering such, so as the offenders 
meddle not with state a^rs, or thereunto 
belonging — some among this fraternity 
had become apprehensive, that as their-, 
leader had laid himself so open, the strong 
hand of power might be set in motion 
against, and for evercrush them — contrary 
thought occupied almost every separate 



160 ORIENltlL WANDERINGS. 

bosom, and for long space silence and a 
sort of stupor peiK’aded the cavern. 

Kilrest stood aful gazed on the Chris- 
tians and on his ll-tc 'protege, almost mo- 
tionless and dumb ; sighs only, with now 
and then a momentary sort of trembling, 
bespoke him a living creature. 

Selinus was the first to disturb this apa- 
thy ; he slowly, and in a conciliatory man- 
ner approached Kilrest, and witli an affec- 
tionate gripe took his hand. The gipsy 
started, but replied not. At length his 
volubility, capricious whimsicality, cou- 
rage, or cowardice, found ven\ in a copious 
flood of tears. Poor fellow ! n® looked a 
pitiable object. The mcrchant^*%as lit- 
tle better in emotion, and the cofftegion 
was like to become general. 

This silent oratory of the inward man 
lasted not long, but soon begat words for 
relief. The Christian father began, and 
in the following manner dispelled the 
gloom. — “ Come, come, Turk, thou hast 
made wonderful discoveries this night, 
and this dumb eloquence bespeaks thy 
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heart is not callous to f '*f»anity : in fu- 
ture we will be as brothe/s in friendship, 
•and for thy co .duct vvhe i our necessities 
alone prompted thy in' erference, accept 
our grateful thanks ; and whatever pangs 
thy unfounded revenge may have cost us, 
shall lor ever be buried in oblivion, and our 
future charity to all mankind be their.onu- 
ment of our sincerity; and if any fear or 
•distrust of me or mine slioukl now exist 
in any bosom prcseiit, 1 l.ave no further 
pledge to oiler than my ])romise, which T 
will ever hold as sacred as my faith ; and 
believe it, that in no wise will 1 injure, or 
cause to he injured, aught of tliine, or be- 
longing to aught of thine. ’ 

This declaration, delivered in so solemn 
a manner, altered much the feature of the 
dusky cavern; its inmateSPwliispercd with 
each other, and a general buzz of confidence 
filled the space. Kilrest answered not, 
but turned away, as if to hide his tribula- 
tion of mind, and restore his perturbed 
feelings. 

The young Oscar watched the distress 
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of his late mister, 'and followed him 
through the crVwd. Felix and Orinda 
remained in eacR other’s embrace, as de- 
termined whateVj?r plight happen never 
more to separate. Some giddy-witted 
knaves, whom notliing could long keep in 
one vein, struck up rude music and revel- 
ry at the lower end of the hall, and among 
this fickle-minded crowd soon drciv the 
majority to their quarter — merriment 
seemed to be the order of the night, and 
echo confirmed the manifestation. 

The assembled group now began to 
engage themselves iji various species of 
amusements, regardless of their visitors. 
Some formed themselves into sets, and 
beguiled the time in throwing the dice ; 
others telling stories; and some intoxi- 
cating their senses with impregnated to- 
bacco. 

Soon however the Christians were re- 
lieved, by perceiving Oscar returning with 
Kilrest, whose countenance wore a more 
composed cast, and his whole demeanour 
bespoke his mind in a tranquil state of 
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disposition. He addrcsse(^ himself to Se- 
linus, and said — “ Good l Kristian, I have 
Restored to you your soi , ; but not such 
as he would have been, .had he been tu- 
tored under your fostering care; I have 
watched him, I have guarded him, Seli- 
nus, arid I do believe his mind is not vi- 
tiated with cruel practices, nor his senti- 
ments poisoned in any one particular de- 
trimental to his or your future peace. 
The loose and volatile way of our wan- 
dering life renders our consciences but 
little shackled with religious scruples ; and 
only perhaps, with shame should 1 say it, 
have we attended to these ceremonies and 
observance, so necessary to our future 
state, to' answer the purposes of our call- 
ings, and further the objects of our world- 
ly pursuits. You must know, our way 
of living is by working on the credulity 
of the rest of mankind; and where our 
art and mystery is looked on with won- 
der, is only gained by dint of cunning, 
and the surprising facility with which we 
gain our information. Well is it known 
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to you how mi^ crons a tribe we are, and 
how we arc spr ad over this vast empire; 
intelligence is isy coinmunicatcd from' 
one part to the l^'thor, il' any momentous 
matter is on foot, and thus we pass in 
the general opinion as having supernatural 
agency. All our study is stratagevn ; and 
truly great is the skill and know ledge of 
some among us, as to herbs and minerals, 
and their many qualities ; ar.d by wateli- 
ing carefully from lime to time tbe evo- 
lutions of the planetary system, gain a 
.superiority over the more indolent part of 
our neighbours, and jH'ofit Ly their weak- 
ness. This boy, Cliristian, you will find 
ignorant in most of these qualifications, 
.so essential to our calling; 1 say agaiifi 
and I do believe, he is uncorriqjted by 
our vices and his mind unpolluted by our 
degradijig practices. 

“ 1 told you, Christian, I had not late- 
ly visited Cairo ; I have not. I told you 
also I did intend to do so shortly ; so I 
did, and for the purpose, let the conse- 
quences turn out what they might, to re- 
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store Bradinc (for that is the name I gave 
liim from the first,, and generally lias he 
been believed to be my sister’s orphan, 
and thus claimed indulgences), to his pa- 
rents and rightful hone. Then would I 
have left those parts for ever, and in some 
distant country finished a life that has for 
more than twenty years been a burthen 
to n.e. I am of this tribe certainly the 
chit‘f, and so have been for a length of 
time. T will tell you what hath made 
me tha.t : I have a mind perhaps superior 
and better calculated than most for our 
calling — I am volatile and subtle, capri- 
cious and obstinate, cunning, and possess 
a most inventive and penetrating quick 
genius. ^\11 tlicse endowments, or call 
them what you will, have given me an 
ascendancy over my fellows; and seldom 
whatever 1 undertake, be it what it may, 
in some way or vither I succeed, let the 
nature be ever so difficult. I am not 
boasting, Christians; nor do I say all this 
to mine own commendation; and as a>re- 
paration in some part for the sorrow and 
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anguish I li'aVc so cruelly and so long 
caused you to endure, will I restore to 
you the treasures you have left secreted 
at Cairo, or die in tiie attempt.” 

When Orinda heard this, she burst into 
a flood of tears, and turning to Oscar, 
buried her face in his bosom. *' 

The poor youth’s emotion was such, 
that being nearly an entire stranger to 
tears, and indeed never had he felt as he 
now did, nor witnessed the blessed, blessed 
flow of oppressed natiu’e, as now relieved 
his new-found sister’s bosom, and as their 
twin hearts vibrated to each other's throb, 
sympathy awakened, and again they be- 
came a part of each other’s nature. 

The parent beheld the mutual embrace 
of his own offspring with a feeling that 
cannot be described ; his aged fountain of 
life heaved with a sort of divine satisfac- 
tion, which raised him to his Creator, and 
he stood with eyes and hands uplifted : 
the benignity of his countenance made 
him look more than mortal. The ecstacy 
of the parent subsided, and after a time, the 
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rational man of this world again appeared 
in Selinus, the Christian merchant of 
Cairo : he, once more taking the hand of 
Kilrcst, said — “ Kilrest, tor so shall I ever 
call thee — Hanca I wid endeavour to for- 
get — Kilrest, thou hast made me happy 
in speaking thus of my son ; and when 
we have tarried with thee some time, and 
regained our strength, then will we devise 
means to recover the w'ealth we have al- 
ready spoken of; and if thee, without any 
hazard to thine own security, canst obtain 
the secret hoard these Arabs robbed us of, 
there will be a sufficiency for thy reward, 
and enough left to carry us on our way to 
Thebes, wdiere many Christians reside, 
and among whom I have many friends.” 

The speaking of adventures aroused the 
gipsy to himself once more: lie looked 
around him ; the sound of merriment 
struck his cars, and he cried out — “By 
the prophet, it is now past midnight ! and 
the rays from the east will soon be burst- 
ing upon us. Ay, ay, Selinus,” he con- 
tinued, “ these Arabs must once more be 
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cheated by us poor insignificant gipsies, 
and you again have your riches ; so, for 
fear we should drop asleep, now that it is 
so late, we will endeavour to entertain 
you with gipsies’ amusements for the re- 
mainder of the night.” Then cal'ing to 
his late charge, said — “ Bradine, come 
hither, my hoy; we now soon shall part; 
but that will bring a happiness to me I 
have long anticipated ; so come, come, stir 
uj) our fellows, and let us see what our 
royal larder and stores will afibrd ; bring 
good cheer, and let mirth jireviiil. Hence 
melancholv ! 1 have now cause, and mean 

to be haj)])y, thanks to the prophet ! I 
have unburthened mv mind of a weight 
that has at times, for these twenty years, 
borne heavy on me ; and had my compo- 
sition been such as to dwell long together 
on one point, I don’t know but the great 
devil, whom the Arab that so nearly gave 
you your quiehis, prince Feb.'s:, talked so 
much about, and I long ere this had been 
tolerably well acquainted. — Come, bestir 
thee, my lad, this shall be as thy birth- 
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day ; and after this night no longer con- 
sider thyself under the corrtrol of Kilrcst, 
king of the ravine gipsies; and if thou 
canst, my poor injured boy, forget such an 

inhuman being ever existed But no, 

no,” he continued, again drooping, and 
taking the hand of Oscar, “ that is impos- 
sible, thou ivilt never forget me — but do 
not, in mercy, Bradine, curse me !” 

The good youth replied with much af- 
fection — “ Kilrcst, thou hast ever been a 
kind and attentive friend to me, and with 
truth do I affirm, that most happy has 
my life hitherto passed. I have some- 
times felt hurt, when thou hast checked 
my wish to join my fellows in any expe- 
dition, and to participate in their adven- 
tures, that has brought profit to the gene- 
ral stock. But I now understand from 
what source thy reasons of objection ema- 
nated, and have more cause to respect; 
and my nature, fostered by thee from my 
infancy, ever will forbid my tongue from 
uttering aught against thee; and often 

VOL. II. I 
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I 

have I wondered why the chief of our 
motley tribe should so expose to me, as 
often in private thou hast done, the dis- 
graceful stratagems of our sect, and taught 
me to abhor their way of living. No, no, 
Kilrest,” he continued, and still holding 
the band of the gipsy, “.it is not in my 
nature to curse thee; and if ever my 
situation in life should be more genial to 
rny mind than that which heretofore I 
have known, depend my retrospective vi- 
sions will not mar my future happiness, 
but sometimes cause a sigh of regret for 
the ‘ cavern in the ravine.” Then turn- 
ing to the Christians, he bowed humbly 
and respectfully, and recommenced speak- 
ing — “ Nor would I have ye, my father 
and sister, think me an ignorant and un- 
informed outcast. No, no, thanks to that 
strange man, Kilrest ! W e have many 
belonging, in some degree, to our race, 
that, for reasons unknown to me, have 
left the busy haunts of men ; two in par- 
ticular, that live on the skirts of the yel- 
low desert — they arc men of a peculiar 
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turn of mind, and pass with some as being 
gifted with superior intellect; their cus- 
toms are abstemious, and their habitations 
rude, merely a solitary cavern, hewn by 
the hand of time out of the stubborn rock ; 
their persons neglected, but their manners 
mild. To the care 'of these men have I 
often been consigned, when Kilrest has 
been absent for weeks together; I vene- 
rate them much ; in truth I love them — 
they are well informed, and pass for learn- 
ed, but cautious of the world. By them 
have I been instructed in most of the 
useful arts and sciences, which they in- 
formed me ornamented the civil society 
of mankind, and their lessons have bene- 
fited me much, and kept me aloof from 
ray reprobate companions. Their chief 
occupation now' is the study of tlie hea- 
venly system ; and by many, and 1‘rom all 
parts, are they consulted. Their senti- 
ments are liberal, and by all religions, 
and by the country rbund, considered as 
oracles. Thus tutored, my dear friends 
I 2 
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hold me not" as you might be led to ex- 
})ect, from those companions you have dis- 
covered me with.” 

The Christians were surprised and 
pleased to find such excellence in the 
youth, and manifested their gratification 
in different emotions. 

Kilrest looked on Oscar for a moment, 
and tlic next, clasping him to his bosom, 
exclaimed — “ I’liis, this repays me for all 
my cai e and mi.scry, and will, I hope, can- 
cel my enormitie.s, and counterbalance 
my sins ! — Oh, shade of my father ! I thank 
thee for this !” 

After a little Oscar left this scene, and 
jiassing to the bottom of the cavern, en- 
tered the crowd, where soon a bustle was 
perceived. Light mats were spread on 
tlie floor, and with rapidity covered with 
a profusion of dried meats and fruits. A 
vast cjuantity of tapers blazed and illumin- 
ed the hall. launps were trimmed with 
incense, and soon their grateful perfume 
chased away the disagreeable odour that 
late pervaded. All was now jollity in an 
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instant. The gleams of strong light dis- 
sipated the sombre melancholy, and put a 
feature of gladness on all around ; the 
countenances of the inmates looked less 
appalling; and the boi ntifully supplied 
board teemed with viands little antici- 
pated by the guests, giving a display of 
comfort, and gladdening all hearts. The 
females that before struck such a ghastly 
damp on the senses, when first seen, now 
approached Orinda, and tendered courtesies 
becoming the sex, witli a coarse smile 
beaming on their faces, bespeaking ration- 
ality. 

The volatile spirits of Kilrest again 
ebbed, the scene belbre him elevated his 
mind, and he soon became the gayest of 
the gay. Taking the hands of the Chris- 
tians, lie placed them at the head of the 
feast ; then commanding the group to 
be seated, the fete commenced. 

When the appetites were satisfied, the 
guests were entertained with many of 
their deceptive actions and low buffoo- 
nery ; many of their seemingly wonderful 
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arts were exposed, and the Christians sur- 
prised at their expertness and adroitness 
in deception and duplicity. Several Pro- 
teus tricks were played off, that even 
staggered the belief of the beholders, al- 
though the changes were made, before 
their faces. 

AMien these displays were sufficiently 
gone through, his majesty the king bade 
the Chiistians pledge each other in the 
wine before them, while he, with his com- 
panions, partook copious draughts of a 
strong spiced beverage. He then ex- 
claimed aloud — “ Now', ye ragged rascals, 
let us have the gipsies’ roundelay, and 
then the morn will be old enough to call 
us to business j” 

The rude instruments of music were 
quickly in requisition, and the following 
was sung : — 

We "ipsies lead a wandering life, 

Our wits bring us llic means ; 

Let us alone, we cause no strife, 

Happy as kii^ and queens; 

But if we are thwarted, ’tis then like men we fight: 

We have no settled state, to all we claim a right- 
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For mystic spelis and mystic nrtf, 

We’ve gilt so great a name ; 

I or weak men’s pelf we play that part, 

And who then can ns blame ^ 

Of men of sense, ’tis iriic, we cannoi. gain our ends ; 

Of others there’s euougli ibr us to make amends. 

All men like us now hold it good 
To })lun(icr one another ; 

Who can find fault or who then slmuld, 

When ('aeh would rob his brother r 
Thus with the world we strive to keep upon the level, 
^le’ll fare best, who best shall know how to cheat the devil. 


CHAPTER YII. 


For ever since the world could run alutic, 

And Saian with i'air words decoy'd our mother : 
Giving a sweet to make sure future sours, 

Man oft asMimcs a sanctified mien, 

To gain the mo.st diabolical of ends. Orighial, 

Time tarried not, although Momus pre- 
sided at this curious fete, and as the fleet- 
ing hours passed, envious Morpheus con- 
tended for mastery, and over many usurp- 
ed his heavy power, and lulled their senses 
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into forgetfulness, as their nasal organs 
of sound loudly testified. Presently how- 
ever the whole assemblage had ears and eyes’ 
opened, with the report from him whose 
duty was to keep watch on the outside of 
the ruins, for this was a precaution his 
ragged majesty at all times commanded 
pjunctually to be attended to. 

The sentry entered ; his looks bespoke 
something was on foot without, and cried, 
with a loud sort of whisper — “ Hush ! 
hush ! why the very rock trembles with 
your tumult ! 'We shall have the rest of 
tlie ruins tumbling about our ears. Hush ! 
1 say, something is stirring, and must be 
watched. I have been dodging this hour 
nearly, until I am almost famished. The 
Arabs are out.” 

This caused an universal movement ; 
sleeping or waking, all were up in an in- 
stant. Kilrest approached the guardsman, 
and said — “ What is that you say ? the 
infernal Arabs about this spot, and at this 
hour too ? Therf the devil has whipped 
a little more courage into them than 
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usual, or their memory becdhie treacher- 
ous, that they trust themselves at this 
hour so near the haunted ruins in the ra- 
vine. But hast thou seen and heard them, 
fellow ?” 

“ Ay have I truly,” was the reply, 
“ and most confoundedly near felt them ; 
for three or four of the black rascals pass- 
ed through the narrow way not long since, 
bearing the mutilated remains of two of 
their kind, which they discovered about a 
mile hence, on the green plain, where, 
from what I could learn, they found the 
bodies half burnt, stretched along the ashes 
that destroyed them, beside four dead 
mules, and some scattered luggage. Loud 
and horridly they cursed and vowed ten 
thousand vengeances on the tribe of Kil- 
rest.” 

The gipsy chief burst into a loud and 
horselaugh, exclaiming — “ Come here, 
you ragged rascal, and take a full bowl of 
spiced sherbet for your information. It 
gives me more pleasure to*hear of an Arab 
i3 
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being in tro&ble, than a rich booty being 
gained without hazard. Too well have 
they learned Kilrest is at all points too 
much for them. The black devils are 
now even robbing the poor wolves of a 
meal. No, no, they have too long been a 
pest to the earth, and even the elements 
join to destroy them. Why did you not 
tell them where they might have found 
two more, and directed them to the chasni 
where you so short time since hurled the 
reptiles down ? But heard you any more ? 
Which road have they taken ?” 

When the reporter had taken another 
swig, and emptied his bowl, he replied — 
“ They have passed on to the caravansary, 
to meet their fellows and bury their dead, 
then to proceed across the desert immedi- 
ately, to meet a small caravan of mer- 
chants, |hat have some rich pilgrims in 
company. This they just have learned.” 

“ Better still,” answered his motley 
majesty ; “ we shall get rid of tlfem for a 
time, the while our expedition is going 
on.” Then turning to his guests, he con- 
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tinued — “ Come, Christians, «lieer up your 
hearts, and moisten your tliroats with an- 
other round of wine, wishing success to 
our undertaking ; and for the bootv tlie 
Arabs took from you, it is as good as ours 
already ; for whatever has been their plun- 
der of late will be left for sale, or disposed 
of to my friend, the seignior of the cara- 
vansary ; and he and I Avill settle matters 
about it, depend on it.” Again addressing 
his fellows, he said — “ Now, you dogs, 
liasten to the look-out immediately ; and 
when you see the back of the Arabs, be 
sure the devil has taken wung. But lest 
they should bo bold enough to take a peep 
into the ruins here, make tw^o of our tame 
wolves fast within the eastern entrance, 
and if they should approach, their howd- 
ing will soon make the cowards scamper ; 
and some others of you go to the western 
passage, leading past the rotten throne, 
where I last entered, and let some of the 
blind serpents loose, such as you exhibited 
at the last feast of the Ramadan, into the 
old vaulted sepulchre; we shall be sure 
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they will not venture there, when they 
hear the hissing; or throw but an old 
mummy or two across the path, the su- 
perstitious vagabondfj will run and howl 
like a thieving cur, Avhen his tail is left in 
the trap. 1 do imagine, by their being 
about at this hour, they, like us, have met 
but poorish bargains of late. Eut worse 
luck to them in their next adventure, 
with all my heart ! — Eut come, come, to 
duty, my lads ; good vigilance deserves 
good success, and slothfulness is sure to 
meet its own reward. ]5ut, as we hate 
the name of an idle gipsy, bestir ye, and 
bring not that disgrace upon our fra- 
ternity.” 

All was now a cautious movement, and 
fully developed the ^-tfulness of their dis- 
positions : the lights were nearely all ex- 
tinguished, every Amice was hushed, and 
business was transacted a-la-clown and 
harlequin. 

The Christians and the femmes only re- 
mained in the cavern, and the novelty of 
their situation prevented their holding 
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any connected conversation*; sighs, indis- 
tinct wliispers, and reciprocal gripes of the 
’hand, was their oily communication, and 
most eloquently spoke the dumb oratory 
of their hearts. 

They had remained thus the space of 
an hour ere Oscar entered the cavern in 
breathless haste, and approaching them, 
said — “ Rest ye safe, my friends, all will 
soon be well ; iVoin the height above the 
ruins can I perceive the caravaiisary, and 
the Arabs are stirring. Soon will the 
glorious sun, I hope, light us to happi- 
ness.” 

He had scarcely finished speaking when 
Orinda shrieked, and with terrified voice 
exclaimed — “ Oh, my brother, there is 
blood upon thine arm ! thou hast been in. 
danger !” 

“ Be not alarmed,” was the reply, “ this 
blood is not mine. I have a tame wolf, 
that is at all times like these iny com- 
panion, and our best guard against its 
ravenous kind. We were surprised by a 
fierce hyena that lurked beneath the 
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spreading branches of ap olive in our path ; 
it made a pounce on the poor animal, and 
in my care to save my trusty friend, I re- 
ceived this stain ; but* my faithful beast I 
fear has fallen a sacrifice to his duty.” 

He had just finished this sentence when 
a distant mournful cry was heard in the 
passage Oscar had just left, and presently 
was seen a large wolf limping towards the 
spot where the Christians stood. 

Oscar instantly descried it, and in a 
transport of affection flew to its assistance. 
But no sooner had the maimed brute set 
his sight on the strangers, than his eyes 
glared as emitting fire, his teeth gnashed, 
and he was about to make a spring on the 
intruders, as he supposed. The youth 
had much difficulty restrain the angry 
creature. The gipsy females too saw the 
danger of their guests, and assisted to se- 
cure the enraged animal. This done, their 
alarm subsided. Oscar, after applying a 
decoction of herbs to the injured parts, 
led him away, and made him secure. 

When he returned he evinced much 
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satisfaction and pleasure at ^igain recover- 
ing his faithful guard, and told his friends 
such was their custom, wlicncver they 
travelled in the night, for if any beast of 
})rcy crossed their j)ath, their own persons 
were generally sale with this precaution, 
as, let the wild animal he ever so fcrcx'ious, 
it invariably pounced u])on the Ibur-footed 
kind, and thus g;ive the bipod an oppor- 
tunity to escape; and without this care, it 
would be impossible to venture out in 
these sequestered parts. 

The whole party expressed tlieir joy at 
his escape from danger ; but regretted the 
mishap of his faithl'ul brute. 

The fair beams of morning now gleam- 
ed through the crevice at the top of the 
cavern, and bcspokuS-the sun was rapidly 
advancing in the skies, and which awaken- 
ed a thousand different emotions in the 
bosom of each. 

Another messenger now arrived, and 
reported the Arabs liad not yet departed ; 
but, from appearances, the time would 
not be long ere they would leave, and 
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then Kilrest would immediately pass on 
to the caravansary, and endeavour to pro- 
cure that which caused so much anxiety, 
and would so relieve their present dis- 
tresses. 

ISlessenger after messenger contijiued to 
arrive, and report progress, at the express 
command of Kilrest, to divert the suspense 
of his visitors. .(Vt length the sun struck 
full out, and gave a clear prospect of the 
surrounding country. Oscar ])roposQd to 
his friends to quit their dreary abode, and 
ascend the heights above the ruins, as 
every local danger had now passed away. 

This was cheerfully acceded to; and 
after a difficult encounter of rugged ways, 
and nearly perpendicular paths, they rest- 
ed on a small level, \#liere the eye carried 
them over a vast extensive scope. The 
season of the fifty winds was drawing to a 
close, and consequently the dreadful hurri- 
canes were less frequent, and those more 
in the night or shutting-in of the day. 
A gentle breeze now only fanned the at- 
mosphere, and the great height they stood 
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upon caused them to inharc a grateful, 
and after such a pent-up night of confine- 
ment, a refreshing flow, that invigorated 
their languid frames, and added somewhat 
of a liffht buovanev to their harassed 
spirits. The vast and far extended Yellow 
Desert looked like an expanse of water ; 
on that side no mortal habitation was 
visible, save the wretched-looking cara- 
vansary, whose inmates were now distinct- 
ly seen in busy commotion ; while turn- 
ing the eye to a different direction, and 
toward the course of the strange river 
Nile, the country presented a far more 
agreeable aspect ; groves and enclosures 
of happy fertile land blessed the vision of 
sight, as lofty observatories and towering 
pinnacles obtruded distant sky, and 
filled the scope with variety. 

Orinda, Selinus, and Felix exchanged 
looks, fraught with expressive meaning; 
and as they cast their looks in tlie direc- 
tion of Grand Cairo, such revolving 
thoughts agitated each bosom as choked 
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utterance; aiid for a time a well under- 
stood silence prevailed. 

This reverie was however at length” 
broken by Oscar exclaiming — “ See, see 
the Arabs have started !” 

All eyes were instantly turned in that 
direction, and ])lainly was perceived, as 
the clouds of dust occasional!}^ dispersed, 
a troop of about thirty horsemen com- 
mencing their career over the inhospitable 
sands, whose restless surface refused to re- 
tain the track of man or beast, and shew- 
ed no line to the uninformed. By day 
the lamp of heaven in its course was the 
only guide ; and by night the torches of 
the firmament directed tlie traveller. The 
sterile plain afforded no shelter, and the 
uncharitable region gave no nutriment to 
created beings : the winged messenger 
passed high in air, for no cooling rest was 
here to be found ; nor would the savage 
beast of prey here prowl, except to follow 
the scent of mortality, and feast upon the 
fallen wanderer, or bewildered stranger. 
Such as necessity, profit, or faith prompt- 
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ed to brave the difficulties of the desert, 
were provided with means proper for the 
undertaking, at places of accommodation 
on the brink of the passage. Yet such a 
friglitfiil space as this was the youthful 
Felix* doomed to encounter, with every 
mortal horror before him. 

All these thoughts were passing in his 
mind when lie v.as disturbed by Oscar 
speaking. They had scarcely time to con- 
gratulate each otiier on the deliverance 
from their dreaded enemies, before a pri- 
vate signal was hoisted from the top of 
the caravansary by Kilrest, letting liis fel- 
lows know of his safety, and that their at- 
tendance was not needful. 

This scheme was preconcerted ; and in- 
deed such was their sort of telegraphic 
communication in the busy season, when 
caravans were almost daily passing, and 
made a kind of harvi'st for the gipsies, 
when all their deceptive arts and paltry 
tricks were played off to plunder the cre- 
dulous, and rob the weak-minded ; for the 
passion for prediction, and what is termed 



188 ORIENTAI. WANDERINGS. 
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fortune-tellin'g, rages more furiously in 
this part of the world than any other, and 
gives greater encouragement to such va- 
gabond societies as we have of late had so 
much to do with. 

The signal was hailed with heartfelt 
gratification ; and most intently w'as the 
way traced out and w'atched that their 
chief was expected to return by. This 
suspense however lasted about an hourj 
when two persons w'ith mules were des- 
cried passing over a little eminence in the 
route of the ravine. Joy beamed on every 
countenance, and soon were the heights 
deserted to seek the lower ground, in an- 
ticipation of this curious king’s arrival, 
whose presence w^as expected' to give uni- 
versal gratification ; for every member of 
this tribe had began to respect and vene- 
rate their visitors for the misfortunes they 
had undergone ; nor had they long to 
wait in suspense, for repeated whistles 
from place to })lace were heard along the 
line of road, conveying intelligence to the 
general spot of rendezvous. 
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Expectation now became at its highest ; 
Orinda, Selinus, Felix, and Oscar, waited 
in the high passage at the top of an easy 
ascent. Presently, turning a corner, was 
seen Kilrest, king of the ravine gipsies, 
in all his glory, seated on a fine, handsome, 
strong mule, followed by a gipsy hoy, on 
another as good. 

He no sooner caught sight of the Chris- 
tian group, than he began hallooing, bel- 
lowing, and shouting, like a bedlannte : 
Igs turban was thrown back on his head, 
exposing his tawny front, while the big 
drops of sweat fell like a dnpp'mg cas- 
cade, carrying many a day’s corroded dust 
and smoke off from his brawny cheeks 
and forehead. I say he no sooner clapped 
his blinking eyes on them, than down 
went. the reins on the neck of the mule; 
his arms and legs were set in full motion 
to accelerate the ^peed of the beast, and 
when he had come within reach of them, 
he throw himself off the back of the brute, 
and first caught Orinda in his arms, and 
almost smothered her with kisses, while 
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the stench of tobacco, garlic, opium, and 
a great many other disagreeable fumes 
arising from his over-heated body, nearly 
overpowered her senses; but with all this 
it was the embrace of sincerity, and went 
round alike to male as well as female,; and 
when he had composed his raptures suffi- 
ciently to recollect his tongue had an of- 
fice to fulfil, he bellowed out — “ Curse 
the infernal Arabs ! the rascals, with all 
their devilish cunning, are once more out- 
w'itted by the gipsy king ! Yes, yes, my 
Christian cockchafers, all is right and tight, 
all is safe and hone.stly purchased from as 
great a rogue as ever escaped tlie gallows, 
by a man as honest as his calling and ne- 
cessities w’ill allow him to b^;’’ 

He then began unstra])ping the pads, 
which were none of the smallest, and soon 
relieved the beasts of their burthen ; and 
in his ecstacy clapped the recking hot and 
heavy saddle on the shoulders of Orinda, 
the weight of which, and the force it was 
thrown with, caused her to fail on her 
knees, which the gipsy sovereign, in his 
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hurry to possess himself of the other, per- 
ceived not. 

Felix and Selinus.were however more 
polite, and as they bent over Orinda to 
assist her to regain her legs, Kilrest turn- 
ed quickly round with the other pad, 
and without observing the predicament 
of his guests, threw it on the first back 
that came in his way ; this happened to 
be old Sclinus’s, whose bent posture could 
not support this sudden and unexpected 
addition, but instantly gave way, and in 
his fall upset Felix, when thus in a mo- 
ment a whole family were levelled to the 
earth. 

AA’^hen his ragged and red-hot majesty 
saw the catastrophe he had unwittingly 
caused, he stood and gazed in a comical 
quandary : he passed his fingers under his 
turban and over his bead — his jaw drop- 
ped, and his face of a sudden became much 
lengthened. 13 ut when he beheld the late 
prostrate objects once more recover their 
perpendicular, his fears vanished, and he 
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made the ravine echo ■with a loud hurst 
of laughter. 

Orinda, her father, and Felix, looked 
on each other, .shook the dust from their 
ijarments, and then sliook their sides with 
laughing at the quizzical figure they cut, 
and curious group they formed ; and be- 
fore the king of mishaps could form his 
mouth in the pro))cr shape for an apology, 
his interest floated, and kept every other 
consideration under, and taking the hand 
of Sclinus, said — “ Thanks to the prophet, 
the riches ai'c safe! But oh them cursed 
rascally Arabs, it ap])ears they are as poor 
as us gipsies, for before they departed, 
they made the seignior of the caravansary 
give them two broad gold*pieces for the 
mules, which you and I k)iow was not 
far from their value. I haggled long, 
and then at last wovdd not make the pur- 
chase without he gave n}c tlie pads into 
the bargain. But these he most wished 
to keep back, as he said they were good 
ones, and the season for the caravans was 
coming on, wh^iy they might be sold, and 
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be his only profit. T held ‘out, as you 
may sn])j)ose, seignior Selinus ; he handled 
them, turned them over and over, praised 
their lining, and superior padding ; but 
of that I thought myself the best judge. 
Oh, Christian, you can little feel how my 
heart fluttered when I .soav them lay top'^y- 
turvy ! and I do confess my fingers itched 
so confoundedly to be raking their very 
tnside out, that 1 had almost feared that 
the arch rogue u ould mistrust my zeal to 
be something more than common bargain- 
ing. But however we arc friends, and 
often assist each t)ther ; so you see I liave 
computed the jnirchase, and my friend 
and I ratified the contract with a full bowl 
of mare’s neiy milk, nicely spiced, for our 
morning’s draught; so which of us have 
got the best of it wc soon shall determine. 
Here are the pads however; so come, 
some of you sons of plunder,” speaking to 
his followers, that had by this time as- 
sembled around them, “ shoulder these 
pads, and ca.rry them to the cavern ; and 
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Others of yoli take the mules into the old 
grave, and stuff their carcases with good 
food, and let them have a soft bed ; for 
to-morrow morning', ere break of day, 
must be their resurrection to a new life, 
for I intend they shall carry me and an- 
other to Grand Cairo in less than twenty 
hours.” 

This being said by the chief, the for- 
mer part of the command was soon exe- 
cuted ; and the king, without saying an- 
other word, struck u)) a sort of song, and 
marshalled the way to the interior ; and 
no sooner were they safely housed, than 
the chief found employment for most part 
of his followers, and sent them away in 
different directions. 

The course was thus far clear, for his 
cautious majesty did not wish the whole of 
his subjects to be made as wise as himself 
in this particular. Kilrest then, with little 
ceremony, drew his cimeter from his gir- 
dle, and ripped the lining of the pads ; 
when, oh petrifying sight! that had al- 
ready and recently been done. The gipsy 
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loo.kcd and scratched his head in silent 
anger, and kicking the saddle to a distance 
tVoin him, commenced operations on the 
other, and more fortunate was the result ; 
for, as he explored the stuffing, a consider- 
able qyiantity of gold and silver coins pre- 
sented themselves, and presently, in a 
more secret part, the j)recious hoard was 
discovered — a choice assortment of scarce 
and valuable jewels w^as brought to light, 
which, when they first struck the sight of 
Kilrest, he exclaimed — “ IJy the prophet, 
if these were all mine own, in less than 
twelve months would I be grand sultan 
of Constantinople !” 

Selinus answered him — “ My good 
friend, they are all thine own ; and if 
thou wilt spai’e the coin, that wdll be more 
than sufficient to carry us to Thebes, 
where we shall meet friends enough to 
make us happy for the future.” 

Trust not to friends,” said the gipsy ; 
“ carry thy friend in thy purse, and then, 
Christian, the world will be sure to pass 
K a 
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tliee well, no,” he continued, “ no part 
of that will I clap iny hand on, except 
the coin, some of which we shall find use- 
ful at Grand Cairo, when the next adven- 
ture is undertaken; and when that is end- 
ed as siiccessfiilly as this hath donr>, and 
of which I have no fear or doubt, then 
will we talk abt)ut my shai’c or reward. 
At present, busine.ss is all I mean to talk 
about ; and when our work is done, then 
v.iil be time cnou<>h to eount our ])rofits. 
That i.« the gipsies’ method, Christian — so 
you take the treasures, and keep them 
secure in your own custody.” And then 
turning to O.sear, continued — “And you, 
Bradine, order our niornini'’s meal to be 
prepared, that the while I rest myself 1 
may be doing something.” 

Selinus had fully learned, during his 
short visit among this tribe, that the orders 
of their king were ])er{‘mj)tory at all times ; 
and as Kilrest turned awa}', as th.ough he 
wished to avoid coiitroversy, and expected 
to be obeyed, t!)e mcreliant secured the pro- 
perty ; and tlien turning to his children. 



OUIEKTAI. wakdeuikgs. 197 

fervently embraced them *, aiftl they then 
retired to a secluded part of the cavern, and 
Offered their morning’s orisons, returning 
thanks in prayer for the restoration of 
their wealth, so needful to their future 
happiness and comfort. 

The whole assemblage had gathered 
themselves around the refreslimcnts ; and 
Kilrest evidently wished, l)y bis manners 
and gestures, that the Christians would 
also turn their minds to the good things 
of this world, for his morning’s excursion 
had given him an appetite, and he was 
most impatient to satisfy liis cravings. 

At length they turned from their devo- 
tions, and the gijJsy chief summoned them 
to the board ; and white the meal was go- 
ing on he entertained them with an ac- 
count of the Arabs for the last tenv days, 
as he had licard it from the seignior of 
the caravansary ; but before he commenced 
speaking, he set his mouth in full motion 
over a mess of boiled rice and eggs, mix- 
ed powerfully with garlic and Cayenne 
pepper, over which he spread a thick co- 
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vering of htiney ; and when he had given 
the members of mastication a pretty good 
bout of strong exercise in the eating line, 
he, as a respite, commenced speaking in a 
hurried manner, without addressing him- 
self to any one in particular. — “Yes. yes,” 
he said, “ I think the black devils will not 
venture into the neighbourhood of the ra- 
vine in a hurry again ; the remains of a 
fire, two half-burnt Arabs, and four dead 
mules, will be enough to terrify the whole 
race of them for this century to come; and 
yet the rascals lay it all to my cruelty — let 
them with all my heart ; I am only sorry 
I did not hang the remaining two that 
were thrown down the chasm, on the 
highest tree near this spot, as scare-devils 
to alarm them the more, and make them 
further dread the name of the haunted 
ruins: and if the sooty thieves are not 
now on a wrong scent for booty, 1 never 
was upon a right one, that is my opinion, 
for no caravan will venture to cross the 
desert for these few days yet, unless they 
are a posse of madmen. Oh what delight 
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it would give now, if a tremendous hurri- 
cane and sand-storm M'ould spring up, and 
just bury that hopeful squadron under a 
mountain of dust a:> high as the great 
mosque, there to remain until I prayed to 
the prophet for their deliverance ! if so, 1 
think I should almost be afraid to pray for 
myself, lest Mahomet should misconstrue 
my meaning, and turn it to their account. 
They arc so poor too, the wretches ! they 
are gone off in debt to the seignior of the 
caravansary — I hope they may never re- 
turn. The fool should have known better 
than to trust such vagabonds.” 

Here he again fell to eating, and gave 
an opportunity to some one else to exercise 
the power of speech, 'riiis was Oscar, 
who said — “ My good friend Kilrest, I 
have a boon to ask — I hope I shall not be 
denied.” 

“ Most likely you will, Bradine,” was 
the answer; “ for of late years I have seldom 
agreed to your requests, my good boy ; 
but never mind, the time will soon arrive, 
when you will bless me for my seeming 
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hard-dealingk-towards you — but Avliat is it 
you DOW would ask ?” 

“ That I may accompany you and 
sister on this expedition to Cairo,” said 
Oscar. 

His kingship answered quickl} — “ Xo, 
Bradine; tliere is thine old answer for 
thee; but I will now condescend to give 
my reasons Avliy not : 1 have learnt this 
morning the city of Cairo is not in a very 
settled state ; the Christian merchants are 
hourly leaving, and the native traders 
much alarmed in consequence ; therefore 
I will not have one ol‘ our tribe, save my- 
self, venture there at present : tiie caliph’s 
guards will be distrustliil of us, and I shall 
provide myself with more disguises than 
one, the better to answer our purpose. 
I mean to travel as a necromancer — tliat 
will be sure to carry us safe ; and Orinda 
must remain as she now is, and as my free 
attendant.” 

Selinus heaved a sigh, and said — “ How 
long wilt thou be in travel, good Kilrest ?” 

The gipsy replied — “ As soon as the 
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night is turned we shall start f if the winds 
keep doAvn we shall pass hy roads little 
known but to ourselves, and shall reach 
the city on the following evening: my 
garb will protect us, end find us a shelter 
with any class of people, and my know- 
ledge in the mystic arts will pass for sur- 
prising with most men ; and as we had so 
little rest last night, and must not expect 
any great deal until we meet again, I 
would all to betake them to their mats; 1 
shall, and expect not to be disturbed.’' 
He then arose from his cross-legged posi- 
tion, stretched himself, gave a loud yawn, 
and in a drowsy tone of voice, said — “ Go 
to duty, lads — keep a good look-out: but, 
thanks to the prophet ! I think there is not 
much danger of harm being about, now 
the cursed Arabs are on the desert, and 
with all my heart I hope they may never 
return.” He then threw himself full 
length on a mat, and in a few minutes his 
loud snoring bespoke Morpheus had drawn 
his leaden bolt over his fatigued senses. 

K 3 
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The infection flew with rapidity to each 
remaining member in the cavern, and soon 
the whole assemblage was prostrate. 

This day was spent without any thing 
transpiring worth recording until the even- 
ing had set in, when a slight hurricane 
passed, but so high in air as not to create 
a sand-storm within the distance that the 
eye could reach from the highest extre- 
mity of the rock above the ruins. This 
was hailed as fortunate, and foreboded the 
frightful season for dire events w'as passing 
away, and the elementary system tranquil- 
lizing. As the night advanced, a gentle 
breeze, and soft, was distinguished, with a 
delicate moisture of dew, but so fine as 
to be almost imperceptible. No moon 
was visible, but the stars twinkled with a 
refulgent brightness; all seemed auspi- 
cious and inviting to our travellers to com- 
mence their career of enterprise. As the 
hour of separation drew near, every mem- 
ber of the society sought the confines of 
the cavern, and participated the general 
anxiety. Each gipsy augured well to the 
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undertaking ; some had had dreams, which 
when interpreted by others, promised the 
“best of success ; signs, tokens, and good 
omens, had for several hours past foretold 
how happily the adventure would termi- 
nate, and the most ignoran i were wise in their 
own conceit of prognostication. Aught of 
thought, word, or deed, visible or invisible, 
mortal or infernal, bearing an evil ten- 
dency, had taken flight from the vicinity 
of the ravine; the countenances of the 
fraternity beamed with favourable glad- 
ness, and each wished he had to partici- 
pate in the adventure. 

With all this, not quite happy was every 
bosom in the cavern. Orinda’s heart flut- 
tered with emotion, but confidence kept 
her spirits on a level that she little sup- 
posed she should have been able to sustain. 
Felix struggled with himself, and in de- 
spite of his utmost endeavour, he could 
not conquer his tremour, nor prevent the 
exposition : he kept his hand fast griped 
with Orinda’s, but spoke little. Poor (dd 
Selinus kept his tender ebullitions as Imig 
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as he could endure them, but at length 
burst into tears, and wept like a child. 
The behaviour of Oscar fully developed 
the susceptibility of bis lieart; although 
speech came not from him, his vhole 
contour bespoke his feelings — his cheeks 
Avere colourless, his lips parched, and tre- 
mulous his every nerve; a fearful agita- 
tion pervaded his frame, liis eyes wander- 
ed from one object of solicitude to the 
other — sometimes he stood fixed, at others 
paced the floor with a dejected and disor- 
dered step. 

Ilis queer majesty was all ngog; and 
had it not been for the care-depressed 
scene before him, the cavern Avould scarce- 
ly have been lofty enough for his head. 
As he stood in the centre, under a crevice 
in the roof, he suddenly exclaimed to the 
guard on the top outside, with such a tre- 
mendous voice that made the most hardy- 
nerved curmudgeon amongst them start — 
“ Hollo there ! how wears the night, you 
huggermugger rascal?” To which salu- 
tation the sentry replied, with a voice as 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 205 

gruff as Boreas in a December snow-storm 
“ Nicely, nicely ! as fair as the proj)liet 
* could wish — two hours to midnight — we 
shall hear the hoofs of your mules pad for 
two or throe miles distant.'’ 

y\t which report this errant king leaped 
for joy ; he rubbed his hands, and giving 
Selinus a hearty clap on his shoulder, 
which caused him cpiickly to turn about, 
the cliief addressed him thus — “ Now, 
good Christian father, we must prepare for 
a fair start ; we shall have no wind to 
harm us this night, and the cursed Arabs 
we know are safe. You look about du- 
ring my absence, and have proper respect 
paid by my ragamuffin court ; and if any 
thing is wanted in the way of prog, send 
to my friend the seignior of the caravan- 
sary, and you will be accommodated: so 
now throw away these damnable wry and 
overcast countenances, and set your faces 
full on the sunshine of hope. I think 
three days will be the extent of our ab- 
sence, and that is but a short period of 
jeopardy to make the rest of a man’s life 
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happy and comfortable.” Then turning 
to Oscar, said^— “ Come, Bradine — why 
zounds, lad, don’t you look glum ! bestir, 
and bring me my heavenly robe, such as I 
wore when the last caravan of pilgrims 
was passing, and which I lined so well 
with gold and silver pieces for my trouble, 
by pretending to be a wise man, and pro- 
ving my admirers to be confounded fools.” 
Then turning to Orinda, continued — 
“ Come, Orinda, come, my boy — for a boy 
you must continue for a time, in despite 
of your sex — prepare yourself, my little 
trump of hearts, for ere the sun breaks out 
too fierce upon us, we must have hard ri- 
ding — art good horseman, hey ?” 

• The poor fair one stood for a moment 
as lost; at length arousing herself and 
snatching her hat from her side, stepped 
forward with a determined confidence, and 
replied — “ I think, good Kilrest, I will 
challenge thee for the first bout of riding 
ten miles without breaking, for what sum 
thou darest, if our mules are in good 
trim.” 
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Kilrest seemed rather sui^rised at her 
sudden restoration to s])iri<’ and animation, 
‘ and taking her hand replied — “ Thou didst 
never know thy mules so fit for service, 
nor look so handsome as they now do, 
my brave boy ; and if thou dost challenge 
me thus at our beginning, I fear thou wilt 
drub me before our return. Give us thy 
hand again ; lor I begin to think thou art 
a better man than thy father or thy hus- 
band. Hark thee, boy ! our mules are 
out before us, and, by their winnying, im- 
patient to be going.” 

Orinda, turning to Selinus and Felix, 
and taking a hand of each, so well sub- 
dued her inward self, that they were 
ashamed of their own emotions, and ral- 
lied their spirits accordingly. But plain 
was it to be seen how ill their actions 
and general bearings accorded with their 
hearts. 

Oscar now approached them with a long 
robe and staff, with which his majesty of 
many means soon attired himself. The 
dress was a long sort of gabardine, made 
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of dark stuff;’ ornamented round the bot- 
tom with emblems of the heavens, and all 
the signs of the Zodiac, with a broad band 
for the waist to matcli, and a eaj) to cor- 
respond, a large hood to cover the head, 
as occasion might require ; in his bosom 
lie placed a small bag, curiously wrought, 
and nearly filled with articles needful in 
his art ; bis mystic wand was lashed across 
his shoulders ; and when fully equipped, 
his most intimate acquaintance would with 
difficulty recognise Kilrest, king of the 
ravine gipsies. 

When this ceremony was completed, 
he said to his followe.'-s — “ Now, iiiy good 
friends, respect and pay every attention 
to your visitors, for my sake, in my ab- 
sence; and some of you lead the way to 
our mules, and let us at once be off*, for 
every moment’s delay now is a squander 
of time ; therefore, my friends, be brief in 
parting — separate as those who love, and 
who are only to be sundered for a short 
time.” Then taking the hand of his late 
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charge, said — “ Come, Bradine, my boy, 
let us lead the way.” 

• The cavalcade left the cavern, followed 
by c\ cry human being belonging to it, 
and as they entered the high road in the 
passage of the ravine, they found the mules 
ready in every particular, and held by two 
gipsy lads. 

The imperial necromancer soon vaulted 
into his saddle, and could scarcely curb 
the mettle of his beast, who reared and 
plunged as tlic Christians had never be- 
fore wiluossed, and could hardly believe 
to be the same. Soon Orinda mounted, 
and her beast di.splayed the same addition 
of mettle. 

The gipsies, as we have before noticed, 
being so skilled in herbs and roots, both for 
the use of man and beast, Kilrest had admi- 
nistered stiinulativcs to the animals, and this 
for a time provoked their senses. Beside, 
he had another motive — he did not wish 
to have his journey retarded by too much 
ceremony at starting, when once they had 
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come to tha<; tender and momentous pe- 
riod. 

Orinda’s mule was now left to her own 
guidance ; Kilrest kept his in the front of 
the other, and when the adieus had once 
passed round, and affection fully proved 
to be reciprocal, the gipsy chief whispered 
Orinda to be on her guard ; then turning 
the head of his beast around, he loudly 
clucked with his mouth, and smacked his 
whip, when instantly off went the pair at 
full speed. 

This sudden departure for a moment 
staggered the friends left behind; but 
some of the tribe soon hurried them to the 
heights, ivhicli they had hardly gained be- 
fore the distant blast of a horn was heard. 
At this the gipsies gave a corresponding 
one, then told the Christians that was the 
farewell between them and Kilrest, wlio 
was at the distance of two miles ; it was 
the usual finale, and bespoke all was well 
on each side. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Now bent with sicknes.s, old and poor, 

He.sldc his unfrequented door, 

As leaning; on his statThe stood, 

111 f)ensl\e iiielantholy mood, 

Severe rcmemhrancc cross’d his mind. 

Of blighted hopes, and friends unkind. 

ClIAllLoiTi: C. lllCIIARDSON^S Luclolph, 

Reader, if I should attempt to describe 
the emotions of the friends left behind, I 
perforce must falter ; therefore imagine, 
if thou canst, what they must have been ; 
what the tender and alfectionate father, 
trusting his child, and that child a beauti- 
ful female, in all the bloom of life, to the 
care of a man like Kilrest — a man fraught 
with every cunning and art that should 
disgrace the human being — a man whose 
very existence had hung for years on his 
chicanery and petty fraud — a man shun- 
ned by civil society, and dreaded by those 
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vwrse^than himself — a man little better 
than a murderer. Yes, Selinus did all 
this, and for what ? his interest — his in- 
terest here and hereafter ; for it is as much 
the duty of a parent to endeavour for the 
happiness of his offspring, be their state 
mature or infant, and they have not by 
their conduct forfeited the tender claim, 
as it is the right and divine command for 
the child to watch over and guard the pa- 
rent from want, and to administer to all 
their wishes, and promote their coinlbrt. 
The merchant consented to his paternal 
pangs, that his eliild might hercaiter, and 
when lie no longer would witness nor joy 
nor sorrow, set tlie world at defiance, and 
say — “ I am mine own friend." But how 
shall wc hold the mirror, and say — this is 
Felix, a man newly married, married to 
virtue and chastity, selected from all the 
glittering world as the most approved, best, 
but the poorest, and moreover an outcast, 
yet a wronged and an injured man, taken, 
fostered, sheltered, fed, and loved ; yet with 
all these obligations hanging over his 
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head, he could consent to part with his 
earthly angel, and give her’to the custody 
of an earthly devil. l\'as this interest? 
was it love? was it duty? It was all 
these. To Sclinus he owed his life : the 
sacritice was to Sclinus’s wish ; it was also 
the wish and desire of her he loved, in 
duty to her parent. Ijct tht'in that can, 
better account for these doings, or soften 
it down, and conclude tliat it was human 
frailty. 

Hut what can we say for Orinda ? Say ! 
say she vras a dutiful daughter, an ailec- 
tionatc M’ife, and a ic(ma?h AA'ould to 
Heaven all that hear the sex could be so 
spoken of! So much for this digression ; 
it has tickled my whim of the moment, 
and I hope for forgiveness. I,et us now 
return to our adventures. 

Such was the extreme anxiety evinced 
for those dv'parted, that no one showed a 
disposition to leave the spot where they 
stood. The elements were watched, and 
shewed a favourable tendency. Calm and 
tranquil passed the remainder of the night : 
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the morning broke in unison : the day 
seemed to have fallen in love with the 
night ; the faint moon blushed as the sun, 
like an ardent lover, pushed his course, 
and struck his rays amain. 

Oscar, to draw his father and Felix from 
reminiscence so alfecting, began a con- 
versation by pointing out the difierent ob- 
jects in view, and to particularize beauties 
in the surrounding country; and in the 
doing of which he was assisted by the aged 
gipsy we spoke of, and who pleaded to the 
Christians in behalf of Kilrest, wlien he 
prostrated himself before them, after re- 
storing the wronged Oscar to his parent. 
This proved to be a man far superior to 
most of his tribe, and tolerably well in- 
formed. He shewed the various routes in 
the country, and traced out the many 
roads; as each place of note came under 
observation, he added some adventure, or 
related an anecdote connected to it, be- 
guiling the time, and diverting their at- 
tention. 

At a vast distance over the country. 
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and in the direction of tlie !N*le, he point- 
ed out a cluster of lofty spires, whose 
’towering crescents glittered in the sun, but 
scarce discernible with the naked eye. 
Tins he informed them was one of the 
summer ])alaces of the caliph Klmuton, 
and situated oji the banks of the river, 
where the viceroy occasionally retired with 
his chief ladies of the harem during the 
sultry season of the year, and made the 
excursion with much pomp and cere- 
mony by water from Cairo. The gipsy 
continued, saying it was most likely Kil- 
rest and Orinda would make their first 
halt during the heat of the day near that 
spot; and what rendered this place re- 
markable was, it was built by the late ca- 
liph Osmar, v, ho was raised to the dignity 
by an insurrection of the INIamelukes, but 
afterwards a counter commotion hurled 
him from his tlsrone, and which had ever 
since been filled by Elmuton, sanctioned 
by the grand sultan of Constantinople. 
The trials and vicissitudes of Osmar were 
manifold, and his oppressors cruel; nor 
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■was his end ever properly ascertained : 
the general nnoour was, he was taken by 
surprise at this summer palace, and there, 
■with many of his partisans, secretly and 
inhumanly dispatched, lint this however 
was never satisfactorily proved; nor had 
the JNIamelukos since long together re- 
mained quiet. Filmuton had now reign- 
ed upwards of twenty years, and longer 
than any of his ]>rcdecessors liad done for 
the last century and a half. 

Poor Felix heard all this, and hard 
were his struggles; tor the ))alaee pointed 
out by the gipsy was Avell knovv ii lo him, 
and where the early part ol' his Hie was 
•spent, in company with his late brother 
Hamrnan, a)id where Sibastian lirst com- 
menced his career, by being a sort of tutor 
totheyoung princesin theirexercises; trom 
which situation he was raised in penver, 
and Klmuton's contidenee, by Ids artful 
address and .sycophant manners to his su- 
periors. Nor was it ever jn-operly proved 
what country he originally came from,, 
but universally imagined his birthplace 
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was Spain, and that he was'a Christian; 
but fortune seemed to beckon him from 
fevery point, and circumstances tending 
to his advantage,- that induced him to 
apostatize his faith and embrace tiie creed 
of Mahomet. Tiiis doing gained him the 
esteem of the priests, and many in au- 
thority, vvliich, witli his own assiduity 
and daring asi)iring spirit, led liim to an 
ascendancy over the soldiery, and usurp a 
superiority of bearing in weighty matters. 
How completely he governed the caliph 
has already appeared ; but to what his 
ambition may lead him, we have yet to 
learn. 

Selinus perfectly remembered the civil 
broils which the old gipsy alluded to, for 
he had been resident in Egypt the last 
forty years, the greater part of which as a 
merchant; and with his countrymen and 
friends in Spain had turned his transac- 
tions to such good account, that he was 
considered the richest Christian merchant 
on the banks of the Nile ; and often would 

VOL. II. L 
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the state finances at Cairo, but for his aid, 
been reduced to such extremity of want as 
most likcl}' to have overturned the common 
weal. The late dethroned caliph, Osmar, 
at the time he was deposed, was much 
indebted to the Christian money-lenders ; 
but when his day had passed, even the 
naming of such a circumstance would have 
been dangerous in a country like this ; it 
was therefore quietly entered in the mer- 
chant’s account hook “ loss and a heavy 
balance sheet it proved ; but no alternative 
was tliere — “ profit” rendered a “ misno- 
mer,” and produce “ minus.” 

The time ])assed thus for an hour or 
two, when the sun became too powerful 
to stand thus exposed. Oscar ])roposed a 
descent, and the party once more entered 
the dreary cavern. 

When they had partaken of refresh- 
ments, and the day partly worn away, the 
Christians expressed a wish to enjoy the 
open air ; but as they were departing for 
that purpose, a gipsy entered with a small 
billet. 
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Oscar flew in a transport of pleasure to 
the fellow, and snatching the [xipcr from 
his hand, exclaimed — “ A pigeon ! a pi- 
geon !” and so it proved ; for you must 
know his cunning majesty of the ravine 
had provided a pair or two of these fea- 
thered couriers, that he might communi- 
cate his progress to the ruins ; and as the 
delighted youth unfolded the scroll, the 
name of Felix first caught his sight. He 
in raptures handed the precious modicum 
to the prince, who read aloud, as intelli- 
gibly as his emotions would allow : — 
“ Felix, my beloved, we are safe — above 
half way to Cairo ; embrace my father !” 

This petit morsel was hailed with in- 
expressible delight by all parties ; and Os- 
car reported that another j)crhaps might 
arrive on the morrow; but as the city was 
in so disturbed a state, and such little 
communicative tatlers, unless they were 
dispatched by the high authorities, would 
most likely never reach their destination, 
he begged of them, in the most affec- 

L 2 
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tionate ternls, not to be alarmed in case 
ol' defalcation. • 

^Vc luive, I believe, already said some- 
where, this manner of conveyiiif^ commu- 
nication is common in this country, where 
so many obstacles occur to ])revent a juore 
certain method of exchanging intelligence ; 
and indeed the laws in this part of the 
world are nK)st rigidly atlhcrcd to, as to 
the preservation and security of these* 
winged carriers. It would in fact be im- 
possible in some seasons ol'this wonderliil 
empire to gain any knowledge of the 
other without the assistance of the carrier 
pigeon, besidi' the facility witij which 
communication is conveyed ; and we are 
told of old these little downy Mercuries 
were not only held in great estimation, 
but venerated and worshipj)ed ; and I 
think they arc at all times to be adored, 
in preference to leeks and onions, which 
the ancient Eg3q)tians used to down on 
their marrowbones to and worship, which 
is undoubtedly proved by their sculpture 
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and other antiquities, as well as tradition 
to aver it. 

With hearts somewhat licrhter for this re- 
port our party sallied forth to inhale the re- 
freshing air of evening. As they perambu- 
lated at the back of the ruins, among rude 
rocks and passages almost inaccessible, the 
further the Christian father peneti’ated into 
the mind, and delved the disposition of 
his new-found son, the more he became 
charmed and astonished at his erudition 
and knowledge, and several times ex- 
pressed his surprise and satisfaction. 

Oscar was as much delighted at the 
converse of his friends ; for seldom would 
Kilrest allow him to mix v/ith the world 
for information, except such as he found in 
the society of the two dervises we have be- 
fore named, and whom he frequently spoke 
of in his discourse with a sort of venera- 
tion. 

Selinus inquired how far these two re- 
cluses lived from the passage, when Oscar 
answered it was on the brink of the desert, 
and about two miles distant, if they fol- 
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lowed the path they were now treading, 
and about one mile from the caravansary; 
but to those unacquainted with tlic road, 
hard and difficult to be discovered. 

Sclinus inquired of his son if these 
strange men had so far retired from the 
world as not to be spoken with by stran- 
gers? 

Oscar replied, their age and sound un- 
derstanding made tliem sometimes much 
sought after, in the season when tlie cara- 
vans were passing, and guides were al- 
ways to be found at the caravansary ready 
to direct tlie curious to their dwelling ; 
and indeed it is likely tJicy never would 
have become known to the world as they 
now were of late, had it not been for those 
people who made a living, and are always 
to be found where travellers were in the 
habit of stopping, to cry up the wonders 
of their neighbourhood, and make profit 
by their pains, but continued in their pri- 
vacy, and not had their retirement so 
broken in upon as had been the case du- 
ring the last two or three seasons. Oscar 
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said they had resolved to removO to some 
other habitation, where they might un- 
"molested indulge in their solitude ; for it 
was now become impossible, with all their 
caution, to prevent the intrusion of stran- 
gers. whom they evidently much wished 
to avoid. 

Selinus expressed liis desire to see them, 
not from idle curiosity, but that he might 
by his thanks in some measure repay them 
for their care and trouble in making him, 
Oscar, informed as he was ; and none but 
those endowed with superior capabilities 
and knowledge were able. 

The son answered his parent that he 
was sure at all times to have a welcome 
access to them ; and he also conceived it 
a duty he owed to his instructors, as well 
as his father, that he should promote such 
a meeting ; and now that the evening was 
set in, they might be sure to find them at 
their abode, and proposed the present op- 
portunity as the most fit. 

The party then quickened their pace, 
among scattered trees and rocks, onwards 
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to the residence of the Recluses of the Yel- 
low Desert ; for this appellation had been 
given them for some time past. 

After our party had beaten the craggy 
path for a time, they descended a little 
dell, the extreme opening of which gave 
a view of the desert, about half a mile 
distant, and without the least supposing 
any human liabitation was near. Oscar 
pointed out a cluster of v ild fig trees — 
this he informed them was the entrance 
to their retreat ; and at the same time 
begged them to remain some paces back, 
the while he prepared the occupants for 
visitors, or learned if they would allow 
them to disturb the sanctuary. 

In this however they were prevented, 
for they had gained but a few steps ere 
they perceived an aged man squatting on 
a low stone, intently j)crusing the con- 
tents of a passage in the Koran. He 
caught sight of them before they could 
recede, and rising from his position, called 
to the youth, saying — “ Bradine, my good 
boy, come hither.” 
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The young man approached with every 
ihark of re.spcct and reverence, when the 
aged one affectionately embraced him ; 
after which lie raised his hand upon his 
Ibrehead, as if to assist his vision, and said 
— “ I'liou hast visitors witli thee, Bradine ; 
bid them come and rest themselves, and I 
will fetch some new milk to refresh them ; 
my poor old companion, Kesto, has just re- 
turned with some from the caravansary, 
and is now gone to rest himself after the 
fatigue.” 

Oscar replied—” The prophet protect 
thee, good father Ishmaud ! we are not in 
need of thy refreshment, as we have but 
so lately left the cavern.” He then, turn- 
ing to Sclinus and Felix, presented them 
to Ishmaud, saying — “ Father, these two 
.seigniors are travellers whom Kilrest met 
in distress, and are biding at the cavern 
some short time to recover themselves be- 
fore they depart. Pardon, good father, 
the intrusion, but they would fain have a 
few words with thee.” 

” The prophet bless thee, and bless them 
L 3 
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also !” answeced the old man : “ let them 
come near, me.” 

He then drew his form as erect as his 
infirmities and years would permit, and 
gave the usual salutation of the Mussul- 
men in a dignified . way, considering his 
age. His hoary beard, silvered with the 
frost of time, hung a patriarchal length to 
his middle. In his frame there was still 
remaining the wreck of a man whose 
figure must once have been commanding 
and majestic ; his voice was tremulous in 
a small degree, yet his sounds, at times, 
full of power and energy ; his optics were 
embossed with the rheum of age, but still 
the latent spark of penetration lingered 
there ; his general behaviour bespoke him 
a man well versed with the world ; and 
his demeanour stamped him well used to 
society. 

The Christians were instantly filled with 
a sort of awe, as approaching a mortal far, 
far above the level of mankind ; and as 
they acknowledged and returned his obei- 
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sance, an indescribable tynbarrassment 
eame over them. 

^^'’itb much courtesy he requested them 
to be seated, and turning to Selinus said 
— “ Thou art a Christian ?” 

The merchant answered in the affirma- 
tive.; when Ishmaud, as wishing to broach 
conversation, continued — “ From what 
part last comest thou ?” 

Selinus answered — “ From Grand Cairo 
at hearing which the recluse betrayed some 
emotion, and heaved a heavy sigh. 

The party for a space remained silent, 
when it was interrupted by Ishmaud sha- 
king his head, and saying — “ Poor devoted 
city ! it has of late been much convulsed, 
and I fear it will not long remain tran- 
quil: the demon of discord hath set his 
foot there, and reared his horrid front, and 
wo, I fear, will betide it. How long 
since thou left ?” 

“ Within these few days,” replied the 
Christian ; “ and I doubt not for ever.” 

Ishmaud answered this smartly, saying 

— " Best, best so perhaps. But I suppose 
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thy occupaticm was trade ? therefore com- 
motion might have turned to thy profit, 
for it is the profit of many for a time.” 

Selinus now in turn sighed, and scarce- 
ly audible, answered — “Domestic commo- 
tion lias been my ruin.” Wlicn the aged 
man, with much penetration and quick- 
ness, replied — “ ^^'hat, hath the foot of 
power trod over thy threshold ? Poor 
man ! poor man ! if so it is, thou art to 
be pitied !” 

The merchant, after hesitating within 
himself, at last, by way of prelude, sum- 
moned resolution to tell in part his story, 
but gave no Christian names ; nor did he 
touch where his daughter now was, or 
that Oscar was his son ; but whenever he 
mentioned the name of Elmuton, he could 
plainly perceive it moved the hermit, and 
caused much tribulation in him. 

Conversation followed, and begat a sort 
of confidence. When the merchant re- 
lated the manner in which Kilrest found 
him, and his conduct on the occasion, it 
drew from the recluse this observation — 
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“ That gipsy,” he said, “ .is a strange 
mixture of mortal clay. I have known 
him these five years, which time I have 
inhabited this lone and poor retreat Avith 
one only companion, save the time Ilra- 
dine has been intrusted to my care by the 
gipsy chief, Avhen he has been absent from 
his curious gang ; yet in this space, and 
frequent opportunities, can I not discoAX'r 
the material of the man. He is cunning, 
nay subtle ; yet to me often been a friend 
in my necessity, llradine, he has told 
me, he loves sincerely, which I believe ; 
he has also informed me he is not his son ; 
and he is altogether such a compound of 
secrecy and volidnlity, that I could nev'er 
hold him long enough in one vein to fa- 
thom his foundation.” 

“ No, good father,” said Selinus, “ ]3ra- 
dine, as you call him, is not the gipsy’s 
son — he is my son.” 

Ishmaud was struck with surprise : he 
looked first on the Christian, and then on 
Oscar, and shaking his head, pathetically 
said — “ Do not mock me, Christian. I 
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am ail old .man, it is true; my misfor- 
tunes liav;^e forced me to seek this poor 
abode, and the curiosity of the world doth 
haunt me here, and men look upon me as 
they would upon some rare animal ; the 
ignorant guides make a profit by shewing 
me; and my grey beard is daily insulted 
by my kind, wlio should reverence it. 
Don’t thee, pray don't, Christian, do not 
mock my failings because I have loved 
this poor boy.” 

As he finished he cast his tear-fraught 
eyes upwards, and turned away. 

Oscar fell on his knees before him, and 
taking his hand, bedewed it with the pre- 
cious balm of affection, that found vent 
from his streaming eyes. 

Selinus was so affected at the scene, his 
utterance was suspended, and Felix dumb 
with emotion, when Oscar had somewhat 
recovered, but with speech interrupted by 
his sobs, articulated — “ Indeed, indeed, 
good Ishmaud, he is my father, and when 
thou shalt further know him, will acknow- 
ledge him a good man. Kilrest ever loved 
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me, I do believe ; thou liast t^Jen ever kind 
and affectionate to me ; but S^linus is in- 
■decd my father.” 

The old reclus(p suddenly turned, and 
for a moment fixed his eyes on the mer- 
chant ; then, as if he would hide a tran- 
.sient surprise that had crossed him, made 
no reply, but raised Oscar and embraced 
him ; and without betraying any particu- 
lar sort of feeling, chased the suspended 
tear from his lids, and still holding the 
hand of the youth, said — “ What name 
was that thou uttered, good boy — ^vas it 
Selinus?” 

The merchant caught the question, and 
as to wij)e off' the stigma and imputation 
of Ishmaud, replied — “ Yes, Selinus, the 
late Christian merchant of Cairo ; and al- 
though now overwhelmed with distress, 
and a heavier cloud still suspended over me, 
threatening to deluge me in sorrow, let 
whatever happen that may, I will never 
be ashamed to avow my name — I never 
have, reverend father.” 

The aged Mussulman took the hand of 
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the Christia>i, and in a tone that spoke 
his broken spirit, answered — “ Forgive 
me, Cliristian, my wrongs have made ihe 
eonsider all men alikfe.” 

Selinus then went through the whole 
narrative of Kilrest, from the first birth of 
his revenge to the period of the gipsy de- 
livering Oscar to his paternal embrace in 
the cavern; and when lie had finished, 
Ishmaud exclaimed — “ Ivilrest is an igno- 
rant man ; he had no refined sources to 
check his unruly passions, and the strong- 
est without a curb became the ruler. 
But Avhat canst thou say of Ehnuton, good 
merchant ? he has every sense, refined by 
knov/ledge, experience, and learning ; yet 
thou sayest he has turned his offspring 
adrift on the world — his only son — made 
himself fatherless by his own act. 1 know 
not which is the greatest ivretch, he Avho 
robs the father of his child, or the father 
that casts his offspring on the wide and 
pitiless world unprotected.” 

The last sentence went to the core of 
the merchant’s heart ; he knew not how 
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to answer : the forlorn, the cSst-off son of 
Elmuton had found a friend; and that 
Triend was himself; yet in a manner had 
he cast off’ his own child, or allowed her 
to throw herself upon a dreadful venture. 

The recluse congratulated Oscar on his 
new acquirement of happiness, and asked 
where his sister then was, whom Selinus 
said was with him when the gi])sy chief 
discovered them, and continued his ques- 
tion with iiKpuring- the reason wdiy he 
had not seen the king of the ravine these 
two days past, for when last he saw him, 
he had not named he siiould be absent, 
as his usual custom was. 

These were all alike perplexing ques- 
tions to answer : the son had particularly 
noticed the iiithcr’s caution in not naming 
Orinda in the narrative he gave of Felix, 
nor could Ishmaud in anywise understand 
the young stranger before him was the 
son of Elrnuton, and husband to his sister ; 
therefore the trio was much embarrassed 
how to make a reply, until Felix, who 
had remained silent since the commence- 
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ment of the interview, with a modest and 
well-told tale delivered the whole transac- 
tion, and disclosed to the recluse who he wasl 
The hermit stood for a time motionless 
and dumb, when clasjnng his hands, and 
lifting them toward heaven, exclaimed — 
“ What an age of wonderful events hath 
this brief hour exposed ! ’ and as if rumi- 
nating on what he had lately heard, re- 
mained a considerable space silent, occa- 
sionally giving each of his visitors a glance, 
as he would read their thoughts. They 
were all sorrowful ; the poor old man felt 
for them, and in a conciliatory tone thus 
spoke — “ ^\'hat I have learned of Kilrest, 
be not afraid of, bis care : on his own account 
I doubt not his cunning and subtlety will 
in the event succeed.” After a short 
pause he suddenly said — “ WHiere dost 
thou intend to reside in future ? for the 
malice of Elmuton will follow thee. — And 
thou, poor, unfortunate, and misguided 
youth !” he continued, addressing himself 
to Felix, “ this vast empire will not afford 
thee shelter for thy offence-renouncing 
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the creed of the holy prophdt will raise a 
foe against thee in every tornei* where its 
"blessed influence prevails, and thine own 
bosom must at times be restless ; I do not 
mean to chide thee — mine own troubles 
weigh heavily on me, and my rebukes 
shall not add to thine.” 

Selinus informed the recluse it was 
their intention to remove, as soon as his 
daughter should return, and make the 
most possible speed to 'I'hebes, and from 
thence embark to the land of his nativity, 
Spain. 

“ Best, much best were that,” replied 
Ishmaud ; “ and may the Holy One have 
ye in liis care !” I’lien taking the hand of 
Oscar, recommenced s})eaking — “ My 
poor boy, thou art too in a manner an 
apostate, but an involuntary one, if thou 
hast any faith in particular to apostatize; 
but alas ! in that great essential thou art 
wofully ignorant; for when first I knew 
thee, thou didst scarcely know thou hadst 
a Creator; for among thy illiterate and 
worldly-tl'.oughtcd companions, the most 
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momentous Considerations are shockingly 
neglected,’ or wholly disregarded ; there- 
fore I would have thee embrace and cleave 
to thy father’s faith, as it Avas promised 
for thee in thy infancy thou shouldst do ; 
and when thou shalt mix with the busy 
Avorld, and resort with reasonable men, 
think sometimes of the precepts instilled 
into thy green and inexperienced mind by 
poor old Ishmaud, the miserable and heart- 
broken recluse : and when thou shalt meet 
with the laughing, gay, and vigorous man, 
enjoying all the comfort, and })artaking of 
the bliss of the world, drinking co])iously 
of the cup of pleasure, and j^assing good 
with mankind, think of Ishmaud, and say 
such a one was poor old Ishmaud once. 
Oh, boy ! thou art now about to be plun- 
ged into a strange and wonderful vortex, 
the sight of which, for a time, will dazzle 
and oA'crwhelm thy senses; thy prospect 
of life will seem a smooth and level sur- 
face, for thy giddy mind to sport and 
dance upon — men for a time will appear 
as angels to thee, and every being thou 
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wilt suppose tliy friend; triou wilt be- 
lieve the world moves but for Ihy enjoy- 
tnent, and all creatures combined for thy 
felicity : but ere thou hast well tasted the 
sweets of thy youth, thorns will spring up 
in thy path, and choke the perfection of 
thy delights; and the smooth, level sur- 
face tliat promised thee so fair, thou wilt 
prove to he a rough and turbulent ocean, 
teeming with deceitful and devouring 
quicksands to ingulf thy inexperience, 
and without thy utmost care swallow thee 
in perdition ; and when thou lookest on 
man, admire him as the image of thv 
Creator, but distrust him as a fiend, for 
he will smile upon thee, and smiling damn 
thy peace; he will promise tliee fair, and 
give thee honeyed words, but he will rob 
thee, and embitter thy joys. Trust none, 
hate none, love none — it is dangerous 
alike to do so : bear toivards all a common 
and charitable feeling, and even then thou 
wilt not escape snares and villainy. The 
world, my poor boy, is an indescribable 
compound — man made up of such inde- 
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finite materiys as have outdone antropho- 
sophy, and ever will remain a problem 
undefined.” 

At this part the poor old man became 
faint with his emotions, and rested on the 
shoulder of his pupil. Selinus advanced 
to him with much respect, returned his 
thanks for the care and trouble he had 
bestowed upon his .son, that thus far he 
had snatched him from ignorance and su- 
perstition; at the same time expressing a 
wish that Oscar could still enjoy the be- 
nefit of so wise and able an instruetor; 
adding also, that he felt himself incompe- 
tent to take so precious a charge upon 
himself. 

Ishmaud replied — “ Thou hast nought 
to fear, merchant; I hope thy boy has a 
good disposition, and ^vill only want the 
common care of a parent like thee at the 
first onset. Thy early life, Christian was 
no doubt good — thy manhood hath been 
such as all just men must approve.” 

Silenus was struck with surprise to hear 
this from one whom he supposed an entire 
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stranger, and one that he had no recollec- 
tion of ever .seeing before . he* fixed his 
t;ycs with a gaze of wonder and inquiry 
on the countenance of the hermit, but 
spoke not. 

Ishmaud read his meaning, and said — 
“ I liavc known thee, SeliniLS, many, 
many years ago — I knew tliee also for a 
good man, as the world passes — let that 
suffice tliy curiosity ; and proud am I 
indeed that the prophet hath thrown thy 
son in my way ; but had I known him as 
the heir to Sclinus, tlie rich inercliant, I 
coulcl not have done more than I have for 
Bradine the gipsy boy; I am sure he ivill 
profit by my instruction, and I am fully 
repaid. I M ould to Heaven, Selinus, I 
could cancel my debt to thee as easily as 
thou canst thine to me !" 

The merchant knew not how to reply, 
but looked by turns on each around him ; 
for it now struck him the recluse was 
some poor maniac, that after the latelucjd 
interval, where reason seemed to hold so 
proud an ascendancy, had again relapsed. 
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and liis disordered senses wandered back 
to years tong 'past, and bis imagination 
pictured him as a former friend. 

Isbmaud seemed perfectly to understand 
what was passing in the mind of the Chris- 
tian, a)id ivitli a sort of smile beaming on 
ins wrinkled countenance, continued speak- 
ing — •• Cliristian, because 1 am old, and 
talk thus, thou thinkest my mind is not 
souiul. Alas ! alas ! too jierfect and acute 
are my reasoning faculties, else perhaps I 
should be more happy — more miserable 1 
cannot be — no, no, my troubles and mis- 
fortunes should have driven me mad ; still 
so stubborn is my reason, that all my ac- 
cumulated horrors live too fresh and fer- 
tile on my brain. Oh, Christian, thou art 
now blessed with a son to be thy leaning- 
staff to the grave ! I was once blessed with 
sons — handsome, fine, vigorous, and proud 
young men — yet in less than an hour was 
I cruelly robbed of them all — saw them 
fall before mine eyes by the powerful 
swords of mine enemy, as they were de- 
fending my life against a host of barbarous 
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foes — yes, Christian, hacked like branches 
from the parent tree, and strewed before 
my face by their murtlercrs.” 

At this part of the recital old Selinus 
w’as so affected that tlie colour fled his 
cheek, and he shuddered ; which Ishmaud 
perceiving, continued with increased ener- 
gy — “ What dost thou shudder at, Chris- 
tian — at the bare naming of one horrid 
deed ? I have seen and felt a world of such 
woes, and yet I liave niy reason left; 
whereas thou turnest pale at the recital. 
Oh ! I could fill thy ears with such a tale 
of misery which I have been forced to en- 
dure would make thee mad to hear; but 
I have borne them all, and have my reason 
still. No, no, merchant, think me not 
out of my wits, but pity me, that my 
senses are left, or that I am alive.” Here 
he paused a few moments, but soon re- 
commenced smartly — “ But let it pass — 
I will not distress thee with my sorrows; 
they are my own, and my wrongs must 
die with me, unrevenged — that thought is 
hard.” 

VOL. II. M 
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Felix answered — “ Good father, wrongs 
like thine cry aloud for retribution, and 
justice demands it— why dost thou ndi 
a])pcai to the law ?'’ 

Ishniaud looked on the late prince in a 
strange manner for a space ere he spoke, 
f but at len<>th broke silence thus — “ Ho- 
nest simpleton, tl)ou k)>ovvest not what 
thou wouldst urge ; sliall I ap.peal to the • 
thief that robbed me? l)id the murderer 
execute justice on his own head, to ap- 
pease the spirits of my ciiildren? Wh}' dost 
thou not sue to thy father i’or thy wrongs, 
and demand he take vengeance onJiisown 
head ? thou wouldst succeed as liivour- 
ably as I.” 

Felix was silenced, and his distress was 
visible. 

Ishinaud continued — “ Thy father, un- 
hiippy youth— though with thee that en- 
dearing ajjpellation is for ever cancelled — 
the caliph Elmuton is my bitterest enemy 
and rankest foe; he is moreover a villain, and 
a cold-blooded murderer! a wretch, unfit 
alike to govern or to live ! bat a favourite 
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diild of Fortune’s, cliance gave him his 
elevaiion in life, and power sustains him 
*in his seat. He was jealous of me, and 
drove me from my home — nay, proscribed 
me ; but not content '.vith all this, must 
hunt me like a venomous pest from place 
to ])lace, destroyed my tenderest ties, and 
persecuted me — nought but my blood 
woidd satisfy his insatiate appetite. Sur- 
rounded by sycophants and creatures 
whose fortunes made them desperate, he 
])ursucd me and mine, until he cut every 
remaining tliread of hope. At last, made 
furious by my wrongs, I fought like the 
enraged tigress, surrounded by my darling 
Iwys ; I saw them fall for me, Christian — 
tlieir dead bodies made a barrier between 
me and my o})])ressors. At last, and with 
only one faithful i’ollower, I unfortunate- 
ly, alas ! made my escape in the confusion 
of the carnage — yes, escaped death only, 
unprotected, shelterless, pennyless, and al- 
most naked, for the fiends surprised us in 
the dead hour of night; with my wretched 
M 2 
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companion I wandered, living on the 
scant)’ produce of wild fruit trees, support- 
ing nature in a way thou canst not con- 
ceive, Cliristian — shunning the haunts of 
men, and forced to shelter where the wild 
animal lurked: and what were all these 
ti'oubles and privations endured for ? why 
the hope of revenge supjwrted the spirit. 
Alas! that hope has now vanished — ay, 
Christian, for years it has passed away, 
and yet am I forced to exist and have my 
being, witli all rny accumulated sorrow's 
fre.sh upon my mind; even sometimes 
have we had to thank a man like Kilrest 
for the ])oor support of nature. Oh, mer- 
chant ! man know'S not what he can en- 
dure until the trial is pa.st. Who would 
have thought, when this long and now- 
^rizzly beard first sprouted upon these 
proud lips, that it should ever have grown 
to witness such degradation ? yet perhaps 
it may be just; and how valuable an ex- 
ample, if man would but profit by it !” 

He paused for time, then turning to 
Selinus, and taking his hand, resumed — 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 245 

“ Come, old man, thou and niave buffet- 
ed the storms of life : those poor boys 
have yet their share tp bear. I>et all pass : 
it has passed. Would to Heaven I could 
forget my share !” 

The poor old recluse saw he had dis- 
tressed his auditors, and turning to Se]inu§.. 
said — “ 'Fhou dost intend to visit Thebes 
■ — I will give thee a sealed scroll to deliver 
there to a friend of mine, who occasionally 
relieves my necessities, and I believe is 
the only one, save my companion here, 
that knows my true story, and who is in- 
trusted. with my every secret ; but that 
crowded city is too conspicuous a place 
for one like me to reside in, else on the 
bosom of a sincere friend might 1 find a 
partial resting-place, and my natural wants, 
at least, be better supplied. In him thou 
shalt also find a friend, Christian.” 

Selin us thanked the aged stranger, and 
again acknowledged the many obligations 
he felt under to him already; and then 
proposed to his two sons to take their de- 
parture back to the cavern, as the day was 
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fast closing, and the path they hud to pur- 
sue dark and rough. 

Ishmaud however, would not hear of 
their taking leave until they had entered 
his abode, and refreshed themselves with 
some fruit and milk. 

The Christians at last were persuaded 
to comply with the request: they enter- 
ed a low cave, for it was nothing more, 
about eight feet wide, and twelve long, 
and had no doubt been some time or other 
not only the work, but the retreat and 
den of beasts of prey ; the entrance was 
low, and secured by a wicket, thickly 
W'oven w’ith the branchc's of a hard prickly 
tree, ivhose texture was so stubborn whets 
dried as to resist the attack of any four- 
footed enemy : the whole furniture con- 
sisted of two wretched mats, comjtosed 
of Avithcred moss and leaves, two conuuon 
wooden bowls, and one coarse earthen 
pitcher, containing milk, which they oc- 
casionally procured, as Avell as a scanty 
supply of water, from the caravansary, 
and in return for which were forced t(» 
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put up with the gibes and insults of the 
ignorant. On one <jf the pallets lay stretch- 
ed the form of a man, about the middle 
stature, and seemingly in age to corre- 
spond witli his companion : it seemed he 
was sleeping. An old cimetcr lay on tire 
hqad of eacli mat. Ishmaud approached, 
and thus accosted his friend — “ What 
ho ! Kesto ! here is IJradinc come to see 
us, and brought visitors. Arouse thee, 
man, and bid the stranger welcome !” 

The companion-hermit muttered some- 
thing as lu' arose from his bed, and when 
his .sidit met tlie Christians he took no 
further notice of them than by a forbid- 
ding and distrustful glance ; but address- 
ing himself to Oscar, said — “ Hoy, you are 
wi’ong — Bradine, you are very wrong to 
bring the idle and curious at this time ! 
or did they think we should appear the 
more wonderful when sleeping ?” 

Ishmaud answereel they were not the 
idle and foolish visitors, such as were too 
often brought to the dell for their annoy- 
ance: he expressed himself glad that ho 
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had met thetn, and derived a sort of plea- 
sure from the interview. 

As Ishmaud delivered this he gave fire 
to his lamp, and shewed the countenance 
of Kesto, as it bent full in the face of his 
brother in solitude ; his features were dark, 
and by the side of his companion he look- 
ed forbidding with a morose and heavy 
tone and manner he replied — “ What 
sounds were those I heard ? Did the 
tongue of Ishmaud say that he felt plea- 
sure, and was pUtd Indeed then you 
are visited by strangers. I thought you 
had long since forgotten even tliese names.’' 

Ishmaud replied — “ Kesto, tliy rebuke 
in some measure may he just, for never 
more ought such phrases to have passed 
my lips. ’’ 

“ Oh yes they sliould,”^ was the reply ; 
“ but to be used in one sense only — that 
you should be glad to revenge your in- 
juries, and feel pleasure in the execution.” 

“ Ay, fellow-sufferer,” said Ishmaud, 
“ my wrongs must die with me, and re- 
venge sleep in the same grave, to the dis- 
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quiet of my spirit. But let*us now have 
lib more of this theme. We ace going to 
••lose Bradine.” 

“ Well, what is that to us ?” was the 
reply. “ His wits are sharp, and was old 
enoiigh long since to be sent out, and add 
another plunderer to the calendar, and to 
swell the catalogue of sin and deceit.” 

Ishinaud answered — “ Thou dost not 
mean thus of our pupil, brother ; thou art 
soured in thy mind by this intrusion, and 
baulked in thy sleep.” 

“ I have been baulked of sleep so long,” 
said Kesto, “ that I have forgot the real 
enjoyment ; and what I mean of the boy, 
appertaineth alike to all men — they are 
all plunderers, but some more fortunate 
than others : our chance is gone by.” 

Ishmaud here took his companion apart, 
and for some time remained in earnest 
conversation, in one passage of which 
Kesto fixed an ardent gaze on Selinus, 
and at the same time uttered loud enough 
for the merchant to catch — “ By the pro- 
phet he is the same man ! and well can I 
M S 
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trace his features through his wrinkles. 
But you are acting wrong, very wrong, 
Ishmaud ; I would not trust any man. ' 
much more a Christian merchant.” 

Several other unconnected scntence.s 
were picked up as the father and sons 
were partaking of the refreshment ; and 
with much earnestness and gesture of 
manner was the discourse carried on be- 
tween the two recluses, and which also 
gave much uneasiness to Selinus and 
Felix. Oscar was used to their habits in 
a certain degree, therefore their ])artic‘u- 
larities disturbed him not so much. 
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CHArTER IX. 


iXit lliii*, and one small piomise more — 

Nc’M'r uah tlrajohl explijre 

1 ill ^(•(:lt‘ls lhat lie buned lierc : 

1 he dav will ( (i.ue when U) thine ear 
A I edit tale 1 siiall relate, 

W hith U’ididd udiider must create. 

C II A 1. LOT IK C. lllCIlAUDSfjM. 

When Ishmaud and Kesto had ended the 
conversation, the former turned to the 
upper extremity of the cave, and remo- 
ving a piece of rock, took from the cavity 
a small roll of parchment and writing ap- 
paratus; and tal^pg the lamp from before 
the Christians, ^egan inditing on one of 
the folds of the skin. Kesto added to the 
lamp, and caused light sufficient to illu- 
mine the space. 

This was evidently done that he might 
investigate the features of the strangers; 
and so it proved ; for he fixed his back 
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against the opposite side, in front of Seli- 
nus and Felix, gind with sullen taciturnity 
kept his eyes first set on one, and then on 
the countenance of the other. Silence 
reigned throughout the miserable resi- 
dence. 

Selinus was astonished at the rapidity 
with which Ishmaud traced liis cliaracters 
on the surface of the parchment, and by 
the glances he could now and then catch, 
the precision and regularity of the lines 
confirmed the mind of the merchant that 
the recluse was a well-educated man, and 
who once in life must have filled some 
conspicuous and important station ; but 
who or what he had been was beyond the 
comprehension of Selinus; nor could he 
trace in his features the slightest recollec- 
tion of a prior knowledge. 

Kesto narrowly watched the curious 
eye of the merchant, as it stole toward 
Ishmaud, and took every opportunity in 
his power to intercept his view, and em- 
barrass bis vision. 

In the midst of this the group were in- 
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terrupted and surprised by the blast of a 
small horn, that seemed a* some distance, 
■•yet so near, that innumerable echoes re- 
sponded among the rocks adjoining the 
dell, and awakened silence all around. 

Oscar started on his feet, and exclaimed 
— “ That horn is an alarm from the heights 
above the ruins, and never but on cases of 
great emergency is it sounded. Some 
harm must be on foot ; let us away, and 
give our aid to my companions.” 

He flew to the entrance, and was ma- 
king his way out of the cave, when Kesto 
impeded his progress, and advised him to 
be cautious in venture, and wait for a 
time where he was : if hisS presence was 
necessary, his companions knew where to 
seek him. 

Oscar answered the recluse i)is absence 
might be almost unknown at the ruins ; 
and where to seek him must be surmise 
only, as no one of the gipsy tribe was 
aware of this visit to the dell; nor did 
they themselves intend or thought of 
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doing so when they departed from the 
cavern. 

Ishmaud by this time had joined them, 
and perceiving the anxiety of the Chris- 
tians, bade them calm their fears — the true 
cause would soon be ascertained. 

The whole party then sought the open 
space in front of the retreat, each ear 
eagerly swallowing the passing breeze, 
forming a thousand different conjectures 
from the many sounds created by the 
fleeting air. 

At length Oscar, taking his whistle 
from his band, and without giving any 
previous notice, blew so shrill a blast, that 
Selinus and Felix started amain, being 
unaccustomed to the practice. 

Ishmaud in haste, and rather smartly, 
inquired what the incautious youth gave 
that signal for, when he heard none pre- 
viously to demand the correspondence ? 

Oscar exclaimed in a transport — “ Oh 
yes, good father, I answered to a call, but 
at so great a distance, my fresh organs 
could scarce discern it. Listen ! listen. 
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Felix! if it is us they are Searching, we 
shall soon be satisfied.” 

Felix laid his ear upon the breeze, in 
the direction of the rock, and the w'hole 
party the same ; wlien presently Oscar 
and F( lix both uttered at a time — “ An- 
other sound !” 

Thus were they convinced ; and in a 
very short space the aged part of the con- 
gregated few joined in the belief, as the 
sounds now became distinctly to be heard 
by all. 

Ishmaud requested they would retire 
within the cave, and make the barrier se- 
cure, save Oscar, who Avould be in no 
danger from the trained wolves and wolf 
dogs that at all times, as we have before 
stated, travelled w'ith the gipsies in their 
nightly excursions. Ishmaud had once 
nearly fallen a sacrifice to his Inu'dihood, 
by standing unprotected at the entrance 
of his abode in the night, when a party 
of the ravine gipsies were returning this 
private way from a marauding adventure 
near the caravansary, at the time a rich 
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caravan of nserchants were halting there, 
on their way to, Tliebes. 

Lights were now perceivable at diflPe- 
rent points; and the bark of dogs, as 
being put on a scent, could plainly be 
heard. 

Oscar gave another loud and long call ; 
it was quickly answered, when Ishinaud 
hurried all but Oscar to disappear, and 
prevent any unpleasantness or accident 
arising from the trained beasts and stran- 
gers. 

Felix expressed a wish to remain with 
Oscar, but was overruled by the others, 
who now with him entered the abode, and 
closed the thorny wicket. They however 
had made themselves thus secure but a 
few minutes ere their ears were astounded 
by heart-rending and loud-piercing cries 
from Oscar in distress, tvhich seemed to 
issue some few yards distant from the en- 
trance. It appears the youth had strayed 
thus far to liave a better view of the ap- 
proach of the gipsy gang. 

Each inmate of the recluses’ abode flew 
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to the doorway, when the licftrible growl- 
ing of some savage beast gave confirma- 
••tion it had seized u^>on its prey. 

Ishinaud and Ke.sto snatching their ci- 
meters, and one t!ie lamp, sought the spot 
whe.*'e the groans sjirang from. At this 
moment a most distressing sliriek from 
Oscar cliilled thc'ir blood, as their eyes 
met the ajipalling and ovcru helmijtg sight 
of the pool’ dcvotcil and beloved youth, 
last held beneath the pounce of a large 
and fierce hyena. As the distracted fa- 
ther rushed to his aid, the savage animal 
endeavoured to drag its victim to the 
brink of a steep declivity. Selinus and 
Felix were unarmed. 

The gipsies’ torches now flashed full in 
view ; but ere they' could arrive on the 
fatal spot their succour \^■ould be unavail- 
ing, and Oscar lost. Ishmaiul and Kesto 
made repeated blows at the enfuriated 
beast ; but the active and cunning crea- 
ture seemed to tighten his hold, and leap 
from side to side to avoid his antagonists’ 
weapons, at each spring tearing afresh the 
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Hesh of the tortured youth, and gaining 
the frightful piecipice now at so short a 
distance. Ishmaud gave the beast a tre- 
mendous wound across the flank, which 
covered him and his prey alike with gore, 
while the pain it caused gave a stiirrilus 
to his rage, and his growling was now be- 
come terrific in tl)e extreme. 

The Christians almost rent the air with 
their cries for aid. The gipsies heard 
them, and urged onward witli incredible 
speed. The hyena had got within a very 
few ])acos of the descent. Selinus and 
Felix placed themselves between the gulf 
and the enraged animal. The recluses 
were afraid to strike, lest at one random 
blow they'^ might shut out every hope, 
and kill the hapless object of their regard. 

Oscar gave a faint shriek: the frightful 
eyes of the half-mad brute emitted fire, 
and he plunged with redoubled fury. The 
dogs and tamed wolves 'were heard scam- 
pering over the ground toward the ghast- 
ly and blood-besmeared place, as the gip- 
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sies backed their speed and courage with 
qaths and execrations. 

The' 1‘rantic father was now seen hold- 
ing by the legs of his son, to tear him 
from destruction so horrible, and prevent 
his ftilling down the death-yawning steep. 
Oh. Heavens, the awful crisis is at hand ! 
one jdnngc' more, and the darling boy is 
for ever lost I 

At this critical moment tAvo lare;e wolf 
dogs leaped em the savage beast, and seiz- 
ing it by the thick part of the inner thigh 
beliind, the assailed hyena violently shook 
his ))rey, to disengage his fangs, and made 
the' dell reecho with Ins roaring. 

Cfipsies now arrived with lights, that 
daz/.kvl his sight, and he stood at fearful 
bav. Two dauntless vonng men led fresh 
dogs to the attack, and returned dragging 
the bleeding Oscar. Kestt), by a w'cll-di- 
recCetl blow from the rear of the beset 
animal, nearly cleaved his liead in tAvain ; 
and other dogs joining in the onset, soon 
stretched him dead, and banqueted on 
his carcase. 
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The mangled youth was stripped in an 
instant, when it was discovered his right 
breast was shockingly, lacerated ; the full 
and fleshy part was literally torn from the 
bone, and various iniprintmcnts of the 
large fangs of the animal were visible. 
The poor youth spoke not, and^his a]i[)car- 
ance, except a slight and convulsive Ijreath- 
ing, was as one dead. 

The agoni/ed ])arent hung over the 
body of his new-found son in all the excess 
of despair. Ishmaud jwocured salt and 
water, and the wound was cleansed Irom 
the foam of the beast and particles ot‘ Os- 
car’s garments. 

We have already said how great was 
the knowledge of the gipsies in qualities 
and properties of herbs and roots ; and in 
no part of Egypt grew what was useful 
or baneful more than on the base of 
the rocks hereabouts; and the dell was 
sought by those curious in art far and 
near to procure ingredients for their 
many purposes. Ishmaud performed the 
surgical operations, by adjusting the 
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mangled parts, &c. ; while itesto brought 
from the cave a phial, oht of which he 
poured a few drops, into water, and gave 
to the injured to swallow, the which soon 
revived his spirit, and he again shewed 
favonirable symptoms of restoration to life. 
Ishmaud desired he would not speak, nor 
those about to interrupt him in any way, 
if they wished for his safety. 

Several gipsies now returned with herbs 
and such like, v.hich being placed over 
the w ound, and with bandages kept close, 
soon the hemorrhage was stopped. The un- 
fortunate young man was then carefully 
removed to the interior of the solitary 
abode, and laid on a mat. 

The greater part of the gipsy gang re- 
turned to the ruins, to convey the fatal 
intelligence, while some remained the 
night through to watch with the dis- 
tressed Christians the fate of their be- 
loved. 

The hours passed in silent anxiety, ex- 
cept when it was broken by the heavy and 
deep-fetched sigh, or the escaping prayer 
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bursting from the confines ol' a troubled 
bosom in short ejaculations. 

I.,ong ere the sun was visible several 
gipsies had arrived in the dell with styp- 
tics, and such tilings as were projier for 
the invalid, and which could not bepro- 
cured at the first moment of the mishap, 
and must now be applied, when his strength 
would allow him to be thoroughly ex- 
amined and dressed. Nourisluncut was 
given him for ti;e undertaking; and Ish- 
maud expressed his determination to ex- 
amine the wound, .and if iiossible discover 
the extent of danger tliat might lie ap- 
prehended. 

Oscar was again remtived, and brought 
to the open front of the cave, juirjiosely 
for the benefit of light and air, when Ish- 
maud displayed mucii skill by his pro- 
ceeding on his jiaticnt, and declared it his 
opinion that no materiai bad conseijuciices 
would follov\^ jirovidcd the youth w as kept 
quiet for a short time, as the relentless 
beast had not seriously injured the vital 
parts. 
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Tliis was a pleasing inte'rtigcnce to all 
parties; and to Maliome-t arfd Heaven 
were sincere tlianksjgivings returned, the 
Musselman and Christian in one small 
space seen in earnest devotion, endeavour- 
ing* to penetrate the throne of mercy 
through different mediums. Xeither the 
merchant nor Felix removed from the 
cave, but with anxious solicitude guarded 
the bed of their unfortunate relative. 

Things ])asscd thus for two days, Ish- 
maud at every ojjportunity holding a re- 
served and mysterious kind of conversa- 
tion with the merchant relative to the late 
state aflairs of Elmuton, and endeavouring 
by all means that in him lay to sift his 
opinion of the future. 

Sclinus becanu^ satisfied he was not the 
man he would fain pass for ; but so cau- 
tious was the hermit, the merchant could 
nof in the slightest degree discover aught 
of his former life, more than he had de- 
velo{)ed in the first interview ; and since 
the accident of Oscar, he had only resum- 
ed his pen and ink in the absence of Kesto, 
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of whom he seemed in a certain degree to 
be afraid, or ullder a particular sort of re- 
straint ; or whether tl»at fear arose in Kesto 
from the open and candid disposition na- 
tural, although restrained, in Ishmaud, 
and that he might in an unguarded mo- 
ment disclose aught detrimental to their 
safety, or what else, it was impossible for 
the Christian to ascertain. Albeit, he was 
certainly more reserved and circumspect, 
even in commonplace chat with the stran- 
ger, in the presence of his brother recluse, 
than in his absence ; a)ul whenever Se- 
linus gave his opinion of the public affairs 
at Cairo, each delivered thought was 
eagerly caught at, and with avidity swal- 
lowed by the hungry ear of Ishmaud ; 
and when the account of the last defeat 
and cruel butchery of the Mamelukes by 
Sebastian, at the time our narrative of 
events commences, the poor old recluse 
could scarcely retain his emotions, and in 
an ecstacy of wo exclaimed—** Oh, holy 
prophet! when shall the persecution of 
thy devoted sons find an end! Above 
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twenty years liave they travelled thus in 
grief’ and inistry. Spare them,* oh JMaho- 
dnet! yet ii; the evept bless them!” 

Selimis expeeted by the present mood 
of the speake r to lead him further on in 
the .subject Uiat so affected him ; but 
Ishmauel as cautiously relapsed into his 
wonted track, or wholly changed the topic. 

On the eve'ning of the seconel elay of 
their sojourn in tlie dell, Kesto being gone 
to the caravansary fe)r something needful, 
or to learn if he coulel gain any informa- 
tion how the busy world of man passed, 
which both the re cluses seemeel at all times 
anxious to e)bt,ain, Lshmauel desired, Felix 
to attend Osetar, anel requested Selinus to 
accompany him, that they might enjoy 
the refreshing air of evening. 

This was instantly complied with : they 
however had not proceedeel far ere the 
MusSelman thus accosted the Christian — 
“ Christian, I have so long borne the hard 
and distressing fate of fortune, and suffer- 
ed so much formerly by the wiles of man, 
my heart is almost callous to the race, and 
VOL. 11. N 
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it is become nearly my nature to abhor the 
very name of ftiend, and to distrust each 
mortal being alike. Yet, Christian, I have 
two friends left in this unkind world — 
one is Kesto, the brother in adversity you 
see here with me : several years ago he 
more than once saved my life at the ha- 
zard of his own ; he has been the solitary 
companion and sharer of my sad fortunes 
above half the common age of man ; or 
perhaps I ought to say we have grown 
together from our youth, and have ever 
been as a part of each other; yet of a 
strange contrariety is our dispositions in 
most particulars. Kesto was ever close 
and reserved, extremely cautious; 1 was 
once open, generous, and prone to believe 
all men as just. That failing is a curse to 
man. Oh, Christian, it has been my ruin ! 
But of this enough.” 

Here the solitary man clasped his hands 
upon his forehead, and stood a few mo- 
ments as to recover himself. That done, 
he thus recommenced — “ I have another 
friend — I told thee so, Selinus. He it is 
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I would recommend thee tf* apply to on 
thy arrival at Thebes — he it 15*1138 served 
> my necessities siu^e J. have been forced 
to reside where cruel mortals but little 
resort. For fifteen years Kesto and my- 
self. dragged out our miserable life in a 
forest not far distant Irom Tliebes : then 
my friend and 1 could often steal an inter- 
view, and then his charity — yes.Cliristian, 
I must call it charity — assisted in some de- 
gree to chase the sad miseries of our time 
away. Even that lonely and deserted 
place was too comfortable an asylum for 
the wretched exile Ishinaud and his faith- 
ful friend ; our retreat was surprised 
chance; our bitter foes while huntir^,,. 
accident discovered our hiding, aij^j 
were now in danger of our lives, 
brief we fled, and crossed tbe deseLj 
have since combated in this drear an^^J 
coo'th abode, with a life of misery, wo, 
want. My friend I have not heard of bu.^ 
in the common worldly course of men 
and things; for he is of consequence in 
that great city, merchant, as thou wert 
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at Cairo, tlKkigh not in the same way 
The stock iie supplied us with at parting 
has for some length oCtime been exhaust- 
ed, and now we exist on alms, given with 
insult and received v. ith impunity.” 

At this part of his narration he fixed a 
look on Selinus, as he would read his very 
inmost thoughts, and taking a fold from 
his bosom, said — “ Chri.stian, dare I trust 
thee ? Thou art going to Thebes : tSiou 
couldst see my friend : tell him too that 
thou hast seen me. Oh what a balm 
would that be to his tender and lovinjf 
heart ! Yet, merchant, I dare not tell 
tile‘s who I am ; nor doth it matter. 
Swea*^ to me that thou wilt deliver this 
packed as it is directed : that doing will 
suffice breakest the 

seal a so betray ray confidence, if thou 
^Qgg^^mc this wrong, Christian, perdition 
5gjj,..e thee, and all eai’thly tortures for ever 
I iiaunt those belonging to thee ! I have 
been deceived, merchant, wofully deceiv- 
ed, by men too that seemed fairer than 
thou dost, calling themselves my sworn 
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and sacred friends, but proving themselves 
my most accursed enemies.” 

Selinus fixed a look on the hermit full 
of expression, and tlu.s in speech deliver- 
ed it — “ Ishmaud, thou hast repeatedly 
said'thou knowest me, and knew me long 
since ; thou hast also passed some en- 
comiums on my character ; yet, Turk, 
how dare I believe what thou hast said to 
be truth, wdien now thou wouldst distrust 
me so, that even in the custody of a seal- 
ed scroll thou art afraid to trust mine 
honesty ? I must say, Ishmaud, 1 think 
thou doest me an injustice ; nor in my 
most remote recollection can I draw of 
feature or manner any knowledge of thee.” 

The recluse was evidently much abash- 
ed, and embracing the Christian after the 
oriental custom, replied — “ Good Chris- 
tian, I confess I wrong thee — I have here- 
tofore wronged thee in certain points 
which it is not in my power to make thee 
reparation for.- But in this particular I 
do confess and believe I have wronged 
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thee, and can but ask thy forgiveness, and 
intrust thee witli the packet.” 

He then thrust thewscroll into the hand 
of the merchant, and scaled the delivery 
with several falling tears. 

This was too much for the o])cn-heart- 
ed and honest trader; a .sympathetic flow 
gli.stcned in his lashes. They exchanged 
the mutual embrace ; and Selinus pro- 
mised b}' all his future ho})es that on reach- 
ing Thebes his first care should be to seek 
him it was directed for, and deliver the 
scroll salely to its owner. 

This matter being brought to a conclu- 
sion, the Christian turned to the Mussel- 
man, saying — “ Ishinaud, il thou art under 
any former obligation to me, I say again 
it is unknown to me, and do thou for 
ever cancel it from thy mind ; for 1 am 
deeply indebted to thee ior.the care thou 
hast so lately bestowi'd on my poor boy ; 
and, as a small recompence, I crave most 
earnestly that thou wilt accept some part 
of the treasure I have about me to serve 
thy present emergencies.” 
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Here he exhibited to the recluse the 
jewels and coin left by Kilrest,*and which 
' was recovered from the pads of the mules. 

Ishmaud started at the sight, as a man 
would who was suddenly restored to his 
blessed vision after years of darkness, and 
beholding the glorious sun in his proudest 
splendour for his first object, and exclaim- 
ed — “ For the love of the prophet’s shade, 
by the holy reverence of his tomb, mer- 
chant, hide that treasure from my view ! 
hide it from the sight of mankind ; for it 
is the curse and the bane of men, and the 
destruction of their souls ! and rather would 
I than take one moiety from thy store, 
perish in the most gradual lingering for 
want. No, Selinus, if the least particle of 
worth thou bast would purchase me a 
splendid existence for a thousand years, I 
would not touch it. — Nay, nay, urge it 
not, or we part for ever!” 

Selinus again importuned him to take 
a part as a loan, saying, when his daugh- 
ter returned from Cairo with the gipsy 
chief, she would bring such an abundance 
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for supply, tliat hereafter he and liis might 
set the world’s necessities at defiance. 

The recluse sighe^ ino.st affectingly; 
and answered — “ Ay, merchant, so once 
thought T, when the fairest treasures of 
Egypt were within my gripe ; but I» lost 
them all, and in so short a space were 
they wrested from me, that when all was 
gone, and distress came ujion me, at first 
it appeared but as a frightful dream: but 
soon, alas ! I awoke too sensible to my 
horrors and the fatal reality.” Ishtnaud 
at this part W'as so overcome with his feel- 
ings that articulation for a time %vas sus- 
pended; and when he could answer, said 
in continuance — “ But why need 1 tell 
it to thee, Selinus — thou knowest it all. 
Pray put up thy wealth, it is thine own, 
nor speak of it to me more, nor torture 
my feelings with thy kindnesses.” 

At this moment Kesto was seen enter- 
ing the extremity of the dell wdth rather 
a hurried step. Selinus observed a kind 
of embarrassing uneasiness come over 
Ishmaud, and offered to retire ere the com- 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 273 

panion recluse should approiich ; when the 
6‘ther, as if ashamed of wjiat he had be- 
trayed, bade him remain, continuing at the 
same time — “ My friend Kesto, you must 
know, merchant, is a good man, though 
dist^justful of the world even to a fault ; 
and he is a brave man even to hardihood ; 
but so much of the rough humour of For- 
tune bath visited him and me, that he 
would rather linger in misery than trust 
any human being with the chance of be- 
ing made great or happy. He is no 
doubt right ; but hush ! he is here, nor 
speak thou further of the scroll thou hast 
in charge.” 

Kesto now approached them. Ishmaud 
saw he had something he wished to com- 
municate, yet knew not how to ask the 
contents of his bosom in the presence of 
Selinus. The merchant saw this, and 
after giving the usual salutation, hurried 
toward the cave, leaving the brethren in 
adversity together. 

Being alone, Kesto thus began — “ There 
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is a small caravan arrived on this side the 
desert — I cannot learn its purpose — therO 
is sometliing more than trade, I can dis-. 
cover that; and I have learned Cairo is 
in much cabal; the IMamelukcs are for 
the moment subdued, but not conquered. 
This news arrived at Thebes but a few 
hours previous to the departure of the ca- 
ravan, when on the instant many wealthy 
Mame lukes and a host of followers took 
their de})arturc to Cairo by the passage of 
the Nile : what is tlie purport of their 
visit I could not learn, nor coidd I learn 
whether or not our good triend Arruck 
was in the number departed. Some im- 
portant matter is on foot no doubt, and 
we must wait the event.” 

“Alas!” cried Ishmaud, “the ill-fated 
Mamelukes are but rushing to their death! 
this Christian here, Selinus, has informed 
me of their late overthrow and cruel but- 
chery by that hated fiend Sebastian. Oh, 
Kesto! let us at once dispatch a gipsy to 
the banks of the river, meet thorn in their 
passage, and thus prevent their being en- 
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tangled in the snare of that Ravage beast.” 

Kesto, as A\ as usual on occasions like 
' the present, objected to all interference, 
particularly where these cunning gipsies 
were to be employed, but advised to re- 
maki as tliey were until the return of Kil- 
rcst at least from the city of Cairo, when 
no doubt every public or private transac- 
tion of note would be fully entered into 
and explained, by dint of that gipsy’s 
craft. This conx ersation brought them to 
the entrance of their abode, where they 
found several gipsies assembled, and impa 
tiently waiting the arrival of the recluses 

The news of the halt of the caravan had 
of course reached them on the first mo- 
ment of its ajipearance, and caused much 
commotion and bustle among them ; yet 
could they not determine what course to 
pursue, having lost their chief and ruler : 
nd’ther had pigeon or any kind of intelli- 
gence whatever been received from him. 
Thus had two days and nights passed ; the 
anxiety of Selinus and Felix was becom- 
ing distressing in the extreme. Oscar still 
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was weak, but in a tavourable way toward 
convalescence. . 

The gipsies expressed their apprehen- 
sion lest the recluses’ abode might now be 
visited by curious strangers belonging to 
the passing caravan, therefore they, ex- 
pressed their wish at once to remove the 
wounded Oscar to the cavern in the ruins. 
Ishmaud and Kesto also, upon delibera- 
tion, saw the necessity for so doing ; for if 
the circumstance of a young wounded 
stranger being the inmate of these myste- 
rious solitaries’ abode should become known 
to passengers, and those passengers bound 
for Cairo, they knew not what conjectures 
might be formed; for ere this no doubt 
the silent fate of the late prince Felix and 
his guards had created a thousand different 
ideas in the reckless mind of Sebastian, 
and would no doubt cause a most dili'gent 
search to be made by that very vigilant 
officer : therefore it was agreed on the in- 
stant to remove Oscar to the ruins. A 
litter was quickly formed of the pliant 
branches of the palm tree; four gipsies 
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^re the suffering and faint* youth upon 
their shoulders, while SeKnus'and Felix 
•steadied the carriage, one on each side, 
forming a cavalcade not much unlike a fu- 
neral, and the hearts of the Christians 
were as sorrowful as mourners passing to 
the grave of a beloved relative. 

The sorrowful party moved slow and 
carefully with their precious burthen over 
the rugged way, and gained the cavern in 
safety. The wretched females, inmates of 
this polluted den of cheat and infamy, 
shewed a solicitude and anxiety for the 
unfortunate and mangled youth, that fully 
developed that the heart of women, in 
whatever situation, when tender and soft 
claims demand their aid, will still be the 
soother and care-chaser of the lord of cre- 
ation, man. The poor creatures vied with 
each other in attentions for his comfort 
and ease, shewing, however rude and un- 
inviting Nature may have hewn the cas- 
ket, still the breast of woman contains an 
inestimable jewel, if the imperious and op- 
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posite sex kifew how to value and appre- 
ciate its worth.' 

The act of removjd was attended with* 
less consequences and inconvenience from 
fatigue than could have been expected 
from the ivcak state of the invalid. 'The 
young man spoke cheei*fully to those a- 
round him ; and the home he had been 
so long used to, wretched and forbidding 
as it appeared to a stranger, raised a smile 
of satisfaction on his countenance, and on 
the wliole he was better, (as the bulletin 
royal at St. James's sometimes says.) He 
cast a look on Sellnus and Felix full of 
meaning ; yet for a time he durst not ask 
the question that so agitated his bosom. 
His parent anticipated it, and dreaded the 
utterance. 

At length Oscar calmly said — “ Selin us. 
father, has aught been heard of Orinda 
and Kilrest ?” 

This question almost annihilated the 
merchant, and for a time articulation was 
suspended in him. 

Oscar perceived the question was em- 
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Ijsrrasing, and gently squeezed the hand 
of his sire, as he would asl^ pardon for it. 

This language was too much, and in too 
Render a manner demanded the answer : 
the overwhelmed father was now dumb. 

hT'lix witli much difficulty answered — 
“ Nothing,” for nothing further could he 
add — his emotions tied his tongue. 

Oscar sighed, and faintly said — “ Fear 
nought — all will be >vell with my poor sis- 
ter.” He then sunk into a gentle dose, 
caused by the exertion in removal. 

Felix and Sclinus remained by his mat- 
tress ; and for the remainder of the night 
the cavern was as silent as the sepulchre. 

According to the eastern custom, but 
without religious observances, the motley 
inhabilants of the ruins were stirring with 
the first dawn of morn : the suspense of 
night seemed to confirm their determina- 
tioii how to spend the forthcoming day. 
A hasty repast was partaken, and a scene 
entirely new, as to the extent, presented 
itseW to the Christians. It had now been 
some time since a caravan had passed, and 
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consequently those artisans in trickery harl 
led rather a slothful life of late. Suspen- 
sion from business begat energy to recom- 
mence in the many pursuits concomi- 
tant on their avocations and profession?. 
The aged gipsy whom we have had oc- 
casion to speak of before in the course of 
narrative, approached Selinus, and shew- 
ing every mark of respect, said — “ In the 
absence of our chief as is our custom, I 
have commanded our tribe to se t out in 
different adventures, now an opportunity 
offers. IHs so long since, seignior Selinus, 
that a caravan or any thing in particular 
has demanded our exertions, that our ne- 
cessities now demand our vigilance. This 
being the case, seignior, most of our party 
will hence to-day on business ; but withal 
a sufficient number of men shall be left to 
protect and attend on you. Our peram- 
bulations will not extend far distant ; nor 
shall we now, for certain reasons, venture 
beyond the precincts of the caravansary. 
May the blessings of the prophet be on 
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]^oil . and thus I take my 'leave until 

mLdit.” 

"v 1 

The Christians thanked him for his cour- 

• 

esy, and begged that they might, not be 
censidered any restriction on their usual 
j^actices. 

^Vith much reverence the man in “ brief 
authority” took his leave ; when soon was 
tlie hall in one confused bustle : the centre 
ol' the lioor was spread with all sorts of 
garments, some of which were of the com- 
plete nondescript order, and paraphernalia 
to coiTespond. Each gipsy attired him- 
self according to the part he was to per- 
form. Kecromancers, jugglers, conjurors, 
fire-eaters, serpent-eaters, tumblers, and 
I’ools out of number, presently formed a 
(^ueer masquerade.^ Nor was the animal 
creation in much less requisition ; trained 
dogs ol‘ all sizes were now accoutred for 
Ijancing aiul pantomime; tame monkies 
for mimicry shewed their pleasure and 
eagerness to defraud by their wanton 
gambols the pockets of the foolish bipeds ; 
while in a mpre distant part of the ruins 
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camels were whimsically attired to dis- 
play their wonderful art on the light fan- 
tastic hoof. The tamed serpents were 
carefully examined, and every pcrniciou. 
member extracted from them. To con- 
plete the wonderful deception, a rude ai d 
discordant species of music teas provided, 
and put into ready rccpiisition, to com- 
plete the general take-in ; while puffers 
innumerable graced the entire throng. 
To be sure, nothing is done without puf- 
fing, even in enlightened England, down 
from the peer poet, to the licensed lottery 
puffer on Cornhill, and the twojienny 
pamphleteer puffer. 

Thus endeth the second volume. — And 
now, my darling l*egasus, shake thy sil- 
very mane, and set off full speed — fo.- 
Cairo, ho ! 


END OF VOL. II. 
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